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- "THEY TOOK THEIR LAAMPS."l

It appearis frorn this and the wvhoIe narrative that the Jewish nuptial proce6.
sions în'sk place by night, and by the light i-f torches or !amps. 'I his is sill the
prevail:rag cusioni in the Ea-î, ac.d ivas i n ancien: timee the sanie 81s-o among
the Greeks atid Romans. Humner dezscribes (Iiaii xviii.)

*Rites mnatrimonial soternnizcd with pomp
0f sumptunous banquets Forth the ' led their brides
Each fromn her chamber, and along the streets
Wjth torches ursher'd thein. and with the voice
0f hymeniat song, heard att around,
Here striptings danr'd in ciretes ro, the sound
Of pipe and harp, w1wae in te paortalt;ood
WVomcn, admiring, ait. the gattant shtowv."

CoWPRi~.

In this there is scarzely any thing which inay not be trared in the Jewishi
ceremnonies ; even tite "1strîplings dancing to the sound of pipe and barp," Pllus-
traies Luke vii. 32, -viiere the chlldren crying 10 each other in the market place
diWe have piped tinta you, and ye have flot danced,' arc generall3' suppoacti to al-
iode to the rejoicing nuptial procession. As to the lamps or torche8 used on >.mcb
occasions, the R.ahbi is indicate their forin as sîrnilar to those used by the 16Isb-
maetites"l or Arabiars, and wbhich are thus mentioned by Jarchi: -IIt %vas
the customn in the lard of Iahrael t0 brin- the bridle from the bouse of ber latber
10 that of her husban-l, in the night timie: and there wvere about ten staves, upon
tbe top of each of vL.iclî %vas a brazen dish, contaisting rags, oil, and piteb, and
this being kindled Çorned hlazing torches, %vbich wvere carried before the bride.'
These are just tbe same torches wbich are still einployed on similar occasions,
by the peuple of Arabia and Egypt.


