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LAUIRENCE STERNE

BY WALTER TOWNSEND.

«'Be to his virtues verýy kind,
And to his lault8 a litle blind.'

O PINIONS differ as to whetherthe nineteenth century is dis-
tinguished above the eicrhteenth for
a more earnest and widely diffused re-
ligious spirit There can however be
no doubt that the ministers and ex-
lionents of religion in our day aie
infinitely more worthy of the cause
they represent than were their prede.
cessors of a hundred years ago. It
is fortunately no longer possible for
a clergyman's sermons to owe their
success to the fact that their author
was also the author of fîri8tram
Skandy. The clergy of the present
day, whether in England or the
Colonies, neyer forget the purpose
to which they have dedicated their
lives ; they are ministers of religion,
and nothing else, and as a class they
nobly uphold their calling by the ex-
ample they set of privath virtue and
heroic self-sacrifice to duty. But in
Sterne's time things were very differ-
ent; pluralism and simony were ram-
pant, and in most cases self-interest

rather than any inward prompting de-
termined a man in choosing the
Church as a profession. Parsons of
the eighteenth century may be broadly
divided into three classes. First, the
fox-hunting, port wine drinking, farm-
ing parson ; the ' Squire.rector,' who
would perhaps have made a wcrthy
country gentleman, but that lie hap.
pened, as iîl luck had it, to be a young-
er son, and was, therefore, driven to
take the family.living. Hie would
rt-ad a marriage or f uneral service
with bis surplice thrown over bis hunt-
ing costume, and after a jovial dinner
with bis brother the Squire, would
subside under the table in comwon
with the majority of the guests, with-
out exciting either surprise or censure.
Secondly, there was the poor, humbly-
born curate, without friends or interest,
whom love of learning had drawn
from his country grammar sohool to
the University, and who had taken
orders as the only means of providing
himself with bread. 0f this class


