
ment of his determination to rebuild the temlple and gi vo the cap-
tives permission to return to their own land.

2nd. Cyrus was a iitting instrument for the wvork assigned.
Rie wvas- ii ian of noble chazracter, a stiatesmian prompt anud energetie,
and of reat executive ability. Herodotus sayrs "Ilie ruled his suli-
jeets like a fathier,> Xenophien speaks o? hlmii a-, a inodlel prince, andl
Plutarcli assorts that "«in wisdomi, Virtue, grreatness of soul, hie
excelled ail1 othier princes." The r'ýcord before us bea-rs testimony
to his noble self-sacrifice and generosity o? soul. Iu Godl's plan
there is a hiarniony between the workinian and his work. It is a
inistakoe to suppose tha.t Goil employs w'eak1, unworthy instruments
tio gralpple w'iti the nnlport.ant crise3 of history. Col mlay not
einploy agçencies. thiat huitrini wisdoui wold select, but God dhooses
me'n of power, ability, litting instruments to cornie forth upon tlie
stage o? action at critical poriodls, suel as wvitnessed the bign
forward o? Cyrus. The man is suitedl for his work. Thlis grat
principle of adaiptation runs through the universe. This adaptioni
of nieans to an end, of the limibs, structure and. functions ofnmi
to the uses that are to 'le mnade o? thiese, is the cenltr-al idea o? tIc
designi-ar1gurnient, and iînplies the existence o? a grand, omnipotent
desigrningr mind. T'.ie saine is truc in thc mnoril. andi spiritual spliere.
Whien thore is any exception to this, c. g., whien a inan is eiingagcd
at work for whicl hoe is xîot adapted-this is thc resuit of hiuman
freedoiin, a perversion of the ideal. order, foir God lias adapted every
mnan fQr certain work. Cyrus wa-s eiminently litted to dIo his work.
Moses wrs the very man to undertake the arduous mission o? lead-
ing forth thc ca-ptive Israelites froin the bondagtçce o? Egypt. No
one could luave grrappled wvîth tlie grea-t crisis at the Reformnation
better thian the fiery, imipetuous Luther. In the divine plan, God
has assigned to every one a speciail work. Every one lias a mission
to fulfil in life. The work given bo ewil is suitable to the capacity
o? oaclI. Thc law% of adaptation reachi es to tIe Iuirblest aLs welI as
the greatest. The niystery is that God's plan groos forward, lis
work is carricd out even aitlioiighl the indlividuaýl slhirks lis wvork,
aithougli hie cainnot sliirk lis responsibility. The solution is found
in tIc parable of tIe talents. Thc w'ork whlicli the nprofitable
servant refused to do was givon bo anothier. «"Tazke therefore the

talentfrom hm andgive it to imii thiat hiatli ton talents." rtrn
you are in danger. God lias- griven ecdi a work. Thiat work is
meeting you every day in the shiape o? opportunities, deeds of

Sermion.


