
TUE TR9UE KNIGHET.

NON-ATTENDANCE AND N0Ž9t-INTEREST.

Edtô,"Truc Knighit," Vitxoeuver, B3. C.
Doar Sir and Brothcr,-Haviiig rcoît-ly had op-

portuinfity' visitiîig servorar of our lodges, 1 i
pakrbicularly iinpressed by blie small attondance
at cwcli. This lias cotifiriinol what 1 liad suspect-
cd before, -that is thavt the non-attoadance of
iienbers3 te tlîcir lodges la due te a great extenL
te non-intfes-t in lodge wo-.Nowv thero mîust
bo a cause for tlîis, a-nd 1 ai of opinion tlîat our
subordlinato lodgcs lay by ft teeincl stres-4
on the question of beîîefits. It seenis to nie the
lodg-es iof K. of 1>. are to-(day more of an iiisurance
organiizaýttionl against siicis thaxi ail Order-
foiindedx on priuciples wvhiehi are excelled by *ine
otiieir organiiiza lion. 0f course 1 do not iieziiî to
Îlo away w-itli sick boxiefits, but 1 do tliink tat
beiiefits te oui' sick should itot bc niade tie parit-
niouîît business of evory lodge meetig te the ex-
cluision of thle alîns and objeets of that for Nwhic-h
the Qi-der ivas priieraly brouglit inte existence.
'l'le averalge ienibor is satisfied w-hon lie lias paid
biis (luxes thatlihe lias doine ail tuiaI slîoul or
eould be expected of him, doubtless thinik-i-ng lie
lias previdod againt a ickieîss for a. period just
as lie pa.ys lus insurance aga.inst fire or life. Niov
te ine this sceens totally at variance wiith the
teachings andý pré-cepts of our Order; Fricndsliip,
(Qharity aud Benevolence, together or separately,
cannot he paid for aI a dollar par month. Ohiarity
is as different freux benefit as night is front day,
Clîarity is net for sale, caunel ho put on the
mnarket for a certain fixod prcand we should
mot confound a charitable =cio Nvith. wha.t we
caimii as a riglît. Fricndship, Cliarity and Bene-
volence eau nover be clainîed as a î-iglît, but inusI
ho given and extendcd voluntary, aud w-ilt tha-t
gramo with whiclh a benefit eail neyer ho tcuderod.
1 h-ave net scen auy mention tin env Ritual of
benefits te bc paid to any one w-ho as a mnorbcr of
bbce Order contributes his moiibhly ducs and thoni
cail suéoh transaction an aot of F., C. & B3.

0f course il bvii h said that it is chax-ity to
hielp a meaiber when siok, and 1 admit it w'vould
ho if sucli memaber w-cre relfieved wlîcther lie bo
iii geod standing or othervisc, but I ani flot se
certain that we extend or exorcise clîarity iii eur
lodges wvhen we exelude those who lnay for soine
cause or other net bc in wh-lat is called beuicial
standing. The amount of ducs poiid into the
Lodge Exchoquer 'is not altogether (or -%vas in the
fi-st instance net ineant) as a fund te pay sieik
beinefits, but was ca,1led for te pay sucli expenses

as every ei-gaiîizatioa ii-cssar-ly iust, liavo to
kzeep it geing. 1 fiî-inly beliceve tît Nvcre the
lodges te Ihiiik miore of the teaclîîngîs of our
beautifull RItunl, exanli.fy its pi-ceopta in and
out of the lodge, attciîdanco, vold ho botter, and
apliiatienis for iincnîbefi-sip more imierous.

A LQe whule ago0 1 liad occasion to \Write te
011o 0, oî.i lotiges, aiid %niat 1 told timeni wvi-1 apply
te obthers, I timorefore ropeat it as 1 aux fiîmîîly conl-
vinced it ia pilain trubli. The renxarks 1 miado
we're as follews: "Tlie-e ils, a.nd ixever lias been
a dlotib, inin y iiuid às te the efrect and coise-
quonces of Pythiaii principles snd cercnxiinies on
thûiose net comiecetd with oui- Oî-doî. Wiero such
CercI0IIie ill sd prilîciples aie perfoî-iued iii Q-ie
truc and lionest miier intended b)y their a-uthoïs
iw eoniverts are beuiut te ho muade, ail wc liave
te dIo is te ho lionest Pytiains, thiat bs te say
te follon-v iii the truc spirit thle Iiitual of ouir
0î-dcî- thai no reateor t-grai der boDck lias oveî
hecon publislhed. I-t is the difliculty tîtat se muialy
leclge3, regard thic litual azi siliply li-ke seille otlier
paraplierlnalia, e! the Oî-dcî-, te bc laid as;ilde whîoiî
lodge is; ov-oi, anîd eîîlyw te thouglît of aîid1 trot-
ted eut ien ledgc ag-ai Colivoes.",

1 sa well a-ware that; iii sta-t-iug iiiy V'iews I
arn imnot takliug the popiulax- side, but I aux N-ritinig
tliiis aI the apecial requcal e! soille ef youî- muanag-
im- couxuxiittc, and .1 will fuî-ther state, that 1
tlîink this la only eue(- of the ca-uses for peci zqt-
tendance te le(lge ineetin 'gs but 1 xvill w-rite later
on otiier causýes, if dosîred te do0 se, as I do net
îx-ish te ilioxipelize your valuable cclurnms.

-leping Ilue abcî-c reinarks xvill ho food for
thiouglit, sud the thme of critiicismi in ail our
iodIges and arouse initereat, 1 amn,

rîx.toriuus:lly yeuî-s,
EMIL I>F1 RDNER,

Far \VsNo. 1.
-:0:-

PRE-SD-NLTAýTION.

Oue cf fliose littie inceidents that go te shlow
that life is xvorth living«, teek place in the Oastle
Hall of Rathboe Lodge, Ne. 7, I. of È., on the
evenixîg ef October 7tlî.

]3ro. Ar-thiur T. Croek, Past Chiancellor and
Charter nieniber of Ratlîbone Ick1ge, hiad just
joined tic matirmouisi. raxîks, aud takeni te hini-
self a mate foi- life. In reecgnit-ion of the set-
vices Tendored Rathibone Lodge, No. 7 in par-
ticular, and the Orde- in genersi, i3ro. Ox-ook w-as
prosented xvith an addx-oas and a lisndsome picce
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