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What the Dlsciples in the States butial in  water, practised by the the Gospel of the grace of God, or
pe [ ’

are Saying and Doing.

CULLINGS AND CLIFPINGS FRON XX-
CHANQER,
Is 17 Onttoatony!

In angwer to a question from ono of
its ¥ Inquiring Friends,” concerning tho
“original method* of baptism, the
Christian Union sags;—

“It is generally conceded hy tho
beat authoriticn that iminiersion was tho
primitive mode; but this docgnot niake
it tho obligatery mede.”

What the Christian Union hero ad-
raits is admitted by all candid, unbiased
scholars of the present.  The old
qucstion—as to what bLaptism was as
practised by the apostles and by the
church of the tirst contury, is o settled
question among scholars.  But it opens
o much larger and mor vital question,
The CAvigtian Unicn comwmits itscl! to
the poeition that even 1if Christ com-
manded 1wmwmervion and the apostles
practised it, it ta not, therefore, mado
obhigatery on us. That 1, the Chns-
tion church, or individusal Christians,
may, at their option, cftango the very
form and meaning of ao ordinance of
Jesus Christ,

Boptism, nx ordained by Christ and
practistd by His apostles, was vitally
and  symboiicaily associated  with
Christ's burial and resurrcction,  Dis.
sociated from these facta it has no
clearly-defined or intelligent macaning,
It is tho believer’s method, of confess.
ing, in actual obedience, his faith in
Christ’s death, burial and resurrection,
It is, therefore, ono of the ¢ threo
witnessea” that testily  concerning
Christ.  As is said by the Epitcopalian
scholars, Conybeare and Howson,
there are soveral paesages of Seripture
which cionot Lo understood without
bearing in mind that finucrsion was
the original baptism. Is it possible
that an institution originating in divine
authority may bo #o altered at human
opticn as to change its very form and
meaning!  In  other worde, when
Christ commands His disciples to teach
and immerso tho people, aro they loyal
to his authority when they aabatitute
for immersion an catirely different
act?

Tho things which enter into the New
Testament Laptism aro (1) a proper
subject, (2) tho proper element, (3) the
proper form, (1) tho proper formula,
Now, if tbho form practiscd by the
apostles in obedienco to Christ’s com.
mand be not obligatory on us to day,
Ly what logie can it bo made to appear
thot any other of tho New Testament
features of tho ordinance are obligatory
vpon us?! Why not chango the sub.
ject (as indeed has becn done), the
formula and tho element |}

But the priociple involved in this
position of tho Christian Union may
Lo applied to & good many other things
besides bapuism,  If wo have tho right
to chavgo the form and place of baptism,
wo tan do tho samo with the Lord's
Supper.  Wo way change tho elements,
or witbhold the one or tho other from
tho peoply, as the Roman Catholics do.
Indeed, tho logical terminus of the
Christian Union’s position is that of
tho church which has ita scat on the
seven-hilled city,  Hitherto Protes
tante, except tho Anglican church,
have thrunk from making any such
claim for tho church, as that it may
chapge tho ondinances delivered by
Jeaus Christ and His apostlos.  But if
it way do this in the caso of Laptisw,
there is no apparent rcason why it mnay
not do so with the Lord's Supper and
with tho whole constitution and founda.
tion of the church established by Christ
and Tlis apostles,

Dean Stanley pointed out that the
changt wado by the church in subati-
tuting sprinkling or pouring for the

Apostlea and firet Christians, was /or; becauso preachors are not paid for their
more serious than that mado ian tho' work, or because thero is no need of
Lord's Supper by tho Catholics, in gob- | men of intellect or room for intelectual
stituting the walfer for tho loaf and In:growth in the ministry. When wo find
withholding the cup frem tho Iaity. the real hindering causs it will be
80, after all, when wo yot to thoiwhero many of us have not oven sus.
bottom of thin matter, tho question . pected it to be,  But it must boe found
ralsed is o very grave ono, as Cheist:and corrected or the same stagnation
ordained anything that fs obligatory on |in tho work of the miniscry will con-
the church of loday, astde from tho!tinue, '
moral and rcligiovs principles which Ho:  Some of our readers bave alrcady
taught 1 Is tho church a purely human ilocated tho causo in the uncventful lifo
institution, organized by good men and | of an ordinary preacher, or tho fact
subject o any changes they may sco:that a preacher has not tho likerty to
proper to make, ar is it o divino insti- | bo freo and do as other people do, or
tution, whoso foundation truth, con-'in the persccution of preachers on tho
stitution and Jaw of institution and:part of those who love unrighteousncsa
worehip, being ordained by Christ, and walk in darkness, or in tho fact
must bo preserved and perpotuated  that the ordinary preacher of the
through all timo?1 ‘This is tho present’ Gospel has no continuing home n this

phase ol tho baptiamal controveray. life. HBut not one of theso things can
Tho old question ia obsolete, Tho hinesibn put down as the one prominent,
must s00n be drawn on this ixsue.  hindering cauee,

Itis clear, on & mou.nt's thought, . Lt ua look one moment ata kindred
that if tho church be not a divinojsulyect, and possibly that way aid us
institution, but & humsn organisw, as - in the volution of the problem. It has
rationalism contende, or being a divinoibeen a wmost ditlicult watter to enlist
institution is yet subjcct to changofauilnblomisaionurieato entertho forcign
in its constitutional features by the'field a4 workers. Tho first thougbt
power vested in it, as the Romaniregandiog the hindering cauro here is

 Catholie church contends, then our|the going out from homo and the

plea for tho restoration of the Apostolic. dangers of living and laboring in such
church, and for the faith * onco for all !!g ficld, DBut this isnot tho ditficulty at
delivered to the saints,” is bascd on a1all. Thoso who Lave investigated the
lalso conception of Christianity and, aintter carefully have found the real
must fail.  Romanism, Rationalisncause still back of tho perils and toils
and Restoration stand for tho theeo|incident to tho lifo of the missionary.
great fdeas now wreatling for supro . Thero aro only a few parcts willing
wacy in the religious world,  Tho|that thoir sons and daughters ehould
first two of these agree in one thiug—'bccome missionaries, In nine cases
that tho church is subject to alteration jout of ten thero is parental opposition
in its ordivences and faith, thoughjto it, and in most cascs it in 8o stern
they would affect theso changes onjand unrelenting that it gains tho day.
widely diflerent principles. Tho last, \What fatber or mother wants the
named-—Restoration—represents  tho ) aon of promiss in the family to become
view that tho church i3 a divino]-a preacher of the Ggs:)ell Some
organistn, having a divioely revealedlpamnu do, but where one is found
Lasis of faith, divine ordinances, and #, whosencourages the todto enter the
divino and infalliolo head; that L0 ministry ivo are found who opposa it.
reatoro and hold these, unflinchingly, i’f»Theao ate facls, whether our ceaders
the supremo and cssentinl corditicn of  havo scen demonstrations of them or
ail true religious P’°8“5-“"'c"""“"'“\not, and hero wo find tho great causo
Erangelist, tof tho dearth in preachers. Oar best
‘young men are thus kept out of this
How To Ixotcr Mork Youse Mey jblessed work., Tho mostof our parents
‘To Prracit Tux Gosree, fwant their sons Lo become doctors,

This was one of tho subjects for dis. ' lawyers, scieatists or professional meo

cussion at the Preachers’ Inulitute, held
in Atlanta, Illinois, recontly, The
question was placed beforo eaid insti-
tuto becauso thero is a felt need for
moro preachers in our IHinois churches,
This need is not only in Ilineis, but
overywhere.  Thero are moro churchea
than preachers, and the churches are
muitipiying more rapidly than the
preachers. Thoe discussion did not ex-.
haust tho sabject by any means, for the
timo allotted to tho discussion waa
short, too short to cxhavst any theme
of importance, It is our judgment that
wo wonld gain much more in our con-
ventions if wo would attempt tho dis.

cussion of fower aubjects, make better
preparation on thoso wo do nltcmpt,[
and thus do more thorongh work than,
is possiblo for us Lo nccomplish other- !
wise, [lero is a great question con-

cerning our progress amd success asa

rcligious people, which needs thought. |
ful, patient, prayerful, thorough in.

vostigation ; but it is gono over with a

ruth and wo gain nothing, o= almost!
nothing, by auch an investigation,

Buch imperfect work ia of little real!
value to any one, but a positive loss to

tho most of thuse who give their time

to such discussion, It is time wo had

put an ¢end to such cruditics, Time is

too short and lils is tos precious for
such things

Thero is a cause for tho lack of

intcrest young mon havo intho ministry,

though we may not bo able to locato it

accurately. It is uwot becausoit faen

unpleasant thing to be » preacher of

of some kind, but not preachers. They
arq encouraged to go into business and
to becomo great in wealth or wotldly
honor, and discouraged if they over
harbor & thought of hecoming o
preacher. Wo do not dedicate our
sond to tho Lord, but to the world.
Hero is whero the great trouble is, and
hero tho difliculty must bo met and
overcomo or our depleted ranks in the
ninistey will not be filled up,

How can this troublo bo overcome,
and who i ablo to osereomo it3  Thia
isa serioue question demarding wisdom,
prudenco and patient ~aiting, In
this Geld of activity our preachers and
editors ought to bLecoma leaders, for
mouch depends en them for thoe change
needed,

The dignity of the ministry needs
toucking up so that parents can sre
that the most Lonorable and noble
calling in this life is the work of tho
Lord. Tho exaltstion of tho minis.
t-r.al oflico is needed in direct teaching
ard in pure, blamcless liviog on the
part of thoso who are God's ministers.
Let pareats Lo educated from tho pul.
pit and through tho religious press, and
then thoy will sea that a manly, noble
preacher is tho best thing for tho son
to be it ho have talent, and then wo
will havo more young mon entering
this boly calling than now, aand the
work ¢* tho Lord will bo pushed on
with greater vigor and success. The
Christian family is, in & large measure,
the hopo of tha world.—Christian
Oracle,
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Oroaxio Unjon—By A, I. Houns, 5

3piritual or organio wnion—which 1
is the burning question of much preach.
ing and writing. Many excellent peo-
ple, belioving that organic union is
iwpracticable, undeairable, and would
bo dangerous to civil and religious
liberty, contend for spiritual union
only. But whatisweantl Evidently,
such o rising tido of spiritual sympathy
as would ailay &l strites between differ-
ing and oven antagonistic denomina.
tions and the members thereof. Thus
far, howover, this sort of unity seems
impracticable, and tho past does not
augur well for the future,

Otlers, equally sincere, contend for
organic union in order to tho apiritual
unity of a!l Christinnx  But is thero
not a hidden obstacle to the cnd in
view in tha very phrasa " organic
union?®  What is this uniont? It
nuat mean a union of organisms. Theso
must bo denomunations, or local congre-
gntions.  The term chureh, in the New
‘Testament, as denoting a visible, oljec.
tive organiem, always denotes a singlo
congregation of Lelievera It is also
used to denoto the whole body of Lo
liovers throughout the world united to
Chriat, "the head over all things to tho
church, which is His body.” Tho body
is the church catholic, or what some
call the ltuvialble chureh, A very
popular use of the term church now is
to denote a denomination, or a soli.
danty of lueal churclies under a central
ceclesinstical control.  That tho word
thas used is vascriptural necdw only to
bo waserted.  No ono will rerivusly
assert the contrary who studies the
Bible,

Miich ¢f tho conteation for organic
union is futile, becauso thees is a strong
conviction that a solidarity of all deno-
minations, or local churches, would
bring with it political revolutions in
which ¢ivil and religious liberty would
perish, They sco net far away Iigh
Commwission Courts and Spanish Ioqui.
sitions,

Et by organic union o solidarity of
all local churches, in any country, or
throughout the world, is meant, snd
tbis solidarity to bo controlled by agen:
ciea clothed with legislative powers to
govern the churches, their fears are
well grounded. That sort of union

was fully tried in the Ioly Roman}

Empire. Weo wonl no such union,

But wo do nced, and must have, af

ccuperativo union of homogencous, self-
governing churches in every country
throughout tho world, if tho prayer of
Jerus shall Lo speedily anawered, By
honogencous churches wo  mean
churches of tho same constitution in
name, faith, worship, orlinances and
organization—tho same in everything
scripturally essential to their stracture,
Bat thero must bo the utraest frecdom
as to tho inero circumstantials of reli.
gion. For tho purposs of codperative
union miessengers from any given terri.
tory of churches should come together,
whenover necessary, to confer about
common work, whather it be missions
or simplo Lenovolont enterpriscs, But
such sstemblies or conferences should
be clothed with no legislative powers
to treat with kinge, presidents or parlia.
racnts, or Lo make Jaws which, in any
way, shall interforo with the autonomy
of any local chureh. Thelr functions
should be executive only,

Such & union could not bo a racnace
to civil or religious liberty, Esch
church being homogencous with every
othicr, ono wight transfer his mombir.
ship to what church ho would without
chango of relicious name, creed, wor-
ship, onlinancos or organization, Thus
it was in tho apostolic time, and so it
must be again somo day,

It were better, we think, to drop
that phraso *‘organic union” whith
awakens prejedico by its historia rola-
tions and uugo.--(}’rrim'an Standard.
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Selections,
i,

I any little word of mine

May mako a life the brigbter,
If any littlo gong of mine

May mako o heart the lighter.
God help mo sposk the little word
Aud tako my bit of singing,
Aud drop it fu somo lonely vale,
To ect the echoos ringing.

if any little love of mine

May mako a hifo the sweoter,

If any hitle care of mive

Aay make a friond’s tho fleotor—
1 nny Yt of mine may eaco

The burden of another,

God givo ine love,aud carnaud streugth
To help my toiling brother,

—Jrs. Urozier, in Morning Star.

Docs a College Education Tend

to Lessen Christian
Enthusiasm.

BY LIIARLES b. THKING, DD, 2REMDENT
1 ADKLEERT COLLEOL AND OF WEST.
KRN REAVRVE UNIVENSITY,

“Tam pained to say 1 am losiug wy
Curistian enthosinsm,” retonrked o
Senior in a collegy prayermeoting.
“I think I bave beon losing it,” Lo
continued, * ever sinco wy Freshman
year.”  Such a sontiment it i3 not no-
usaal to Liear college men oxpress, 1
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Eunthusiadm is at oneo a montal axd
ancmotioual quality, Emotional ontliy.
sinemas fotth.putling, vaciferous, uoisy,
It is sclf-assortive, lacks scif-control,
adopts the fantastio as casily ag tho
fiiog form of wanifestation, It g
not supported by tho judgment. It s
raw, sengitive, ** oft,” ashorsomon say
ofscolt. Such enthusiasm tho collegs
curbs, trains, leasene, Such enthusiasm
tho college ouglhit to car, train, lessen.
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