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EDITORIAL COMMEN'PS.

On looking over ain old group plotographi takcen
in Our Ereshman ycar, composcd entirely of natives
of unle sniall town, w'e were struck b>' the fact that
maBy, neariy ail, had passed out of our lire, and that
wc now knew littie or nothîng of ail but tw~o or
thrce- The ouly bond or union that ever brouglit
us together before the camiera bcing that of a coni-
monl birth -place.

It is the same bond that is tîglitenitig and draw%%ing,
in the Old McGilî gra<iuates in Toronto, New York
and Clhicagro, to band themiiselvcs togrethcr ]est thcy
f orget their coninon initehlcctual birtli-place.

It is a licalthy and cncouraging sigil that thc old
boys begin to ask about, and take an interest in,
thf-ir College; and although the opportunities of nict-
ing thent may be few and the intervats long, wc
cannot but fce the influence for good of thcsc gra-
duate societies, eachi a centre froin whichi wvil spring
loyalty and pridc i their Aima Mater.

\%Vc have feit the necd of some manifestation of
this feeling for years to counteract the, dcadeuitig
apathy that is so apt to pervade the collegiate
atiiospliec cverywhere in Canada, and this stirring
aînoiig the dry bones ivili, we hope, resuit in an

Ilexceeding great army " of graduates, ready and
cager to iend a band in evcrything that wiIl quicken
and soiidify the progress that has marked the history
of the University in recent years.

Owing to the stress of Christmas examinations, our
cliss reports arc somnewhat meagre for this issue.
Titis, lîotevcr, is flot a cause of complaint, as we
canniot cxpect our Class Reporters to sacrifice much
of their valuable time on the very eve of the Christmas
ordeal. J3y thc time this issue of the FORTNIGIITLY
appears, howcver, the examinations wiil be finished,
rnany of the students will have departed for thefr
holidays, and silence wvill reign in college corridors.
It is to bc hoped that students will carry away with
thcmn the livcly satisfaction which fiows from, a con-
sciousncss of one half-session's -work, at least, welt
and thoroughly done, indication of which will no
doubt prcsently appear in the Christmas returns.
Titis, with the anticipation of a pleasant holiday and
rest, ought to make every student-traveller happy.
Meanwhilc, to ail, students and readers, the FORT-
Nicl!'1'LV wishcs ail the joys of the season-a truly
Merry Xmas and Happy Newv Year.

The ncxt issue of the FoRTNIGIITLY will be pub-
lishced towards the close of the holidays. Unavoid-
ably thcrc wil be sieither Society nor Class reports.
Nevcrthlcss the editors are glad to bc able to
announce that a full Number will bc forthcoming,
several contributions of unusual interest having been
reserved.'

CONTRIBUTIONS.

NOTES UPON NAMES.
0f course the reader will. ask with Shakespeare,

"What's ini a name?" Weil, Carlyle shalh answer :
Hle insi:ts that ilthere is much,--nay, almost ai
in a name. The name," he continues, "Iis the earliest
"garment wrapt around the earth, to which it thence.
« forth cleaves more tenaciously than the very skin.

IlThere are namies which have lasted nigh tbirty cen-
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