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bo the other tcrm, «'AshWednesday. The
meaning of this terni is perhaps even more
generally forgotten than the other, sinee it
refers to a custoni that was borrowed froin
the Eastern Ohurches, and nover quite inac-
cordance with European habits and feelings.

It was always the custoni ini the East to
show grief and repentanco by putting on
sachcloth, and sprinkling ashes upon the
head; ana therefore whien the early Chris-
dians ordered that notorious sinncrs should
publicly testify their penitence and shame
before bain- adnîitted agyain to Christian
priviIe.-es, it was the custora for them to
do0 s0 by standing in one particular part of
the chureli, dresscd in sackcloth or a 'white
sheet, and their hecads sprinMded with ashes.
Thîlis, as donc on Ash Wednesday, and con-
tinued thiough Lent, in order that the
penitent, if hoe -gave toliens of truc peni-
tence, might bo ready to draw near to the
IIoly Table at Easter.

'Thore was no respect of persons in this
rule. A loinan Emperor hiad to put by his
robes of state and lineel in sackcloth and
ashes in the penitcnt's corner, having been
forbidden by the Bishop to enter the chureh,
save in that manner, tiil ho had thus showvn
his penitence for a cruel massacre vhich
had taken place by his orders.

The Bishop opposed the Exnperor at the
peril of bis life, and linew it; but no peril
to huisoif sened to him' of so much
importance as the keeping of the Altar of
God froni baing profaned by an unrepentant
mnurderer.

Ashes and sackcloth may not bc needed
te express feelings of repentance nowadays,
but in thoso simple times it was as natural
for people to seek some outward means of

showing their emotions as it is for children
to cry When they are sorry.

And when mien thus found their guide,
submitted to the open shame and punieli-
ment which they knew they deserved, who
shall doubt that they were the better for
it, or that others, warned by their example,
were ' the more afraid to offend?'V

This is the ' godly discipline' which the
Churcli would gladly have restored ai the
Reforniatiun-not of course exactly in the
sanie forma as of old, but Ii some sh.ape
more suited to modern tirna~

And this having, been opposeci, in place of
it was ordained that Commination Service
of which, some people foolishly sa.y they
' don't like to go to church to ourse their
neîghbours.'

Now, there are li use, I believe in Norway,
certain little one pound notes, such as used
to be issued in En gland; upon the back of
which is printed the following statement:

11h7oever forges this note shlU be han gedl.'
These ultra-charitable peoplé, I suppose,

would object to this, as threatening a 'whole
nation with capital punishment !-because
anyone i)ight forge a note! The pn.nish-
ment for forgery is banging, they would ho
quite prepared to admit ; but then it seenis
so unkind and uncharitable bo say so 1
The words to whieh they se object in the
Comnuination Service are tak-en, word for
word, ont of a book w'hich tliey for the most
part profess to believe. To hcar them, in
the Commination Service may cail theni te
the minds of some who have forgotten
theni, and thus do the forgetful ones an
incalculable service-but bo leavo them out
of the Commination Service will not blot
theni ont of the Book.
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1 wcnt to cali on rny friend
Clnel G., just retumned vith

b-IEIMs zreg«iment froni Canada, I
aslced ba sec my godchild Lilian,

who would bo a little maiden of some five
or six summers. She was an only child,

and motherless. I had seen lier last an
infant li long clothes.

Certainly, certainly,' said the Colonel.
'Monro, tell Mfiss Lilian she is wanted.'

Off went the straiglit soldier-servant, and
by ana by 1 beard a strange.prancing-and
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