
Nehenxiah's Prayer

tour months (compareceh. 1 : 1 with ch. 2: 1).
(b) His view ut Gxod's§ characler, v. 5. See
tities uaed tu express (iodas exaltation, migbt,
tsithfuluesa, mercy. (c) Ilie contession ut

vîn va 6, 7. Sin was the cause ut the Jews'
*troubles, both social aud individuel. Refer

tu the corruption ut the people (compare
cha. 5 : 1-7, 10, 1l; 13 : 15; Ezra 9 : 1; 2
Chrun. 36 :14-17).

3.He pleads the promises tu Muses, sud

tulfils the conditions, va. 9, 10. (Compare
Lev. 26 : 27-30; Leut. 28 : 45-52.) For the
promise ut acceptance, se Lev. 26 : 40, 45;
Deut. 30 : 1-10. Notice how hie pleada with
God ou behaît ut s peuple lu wbum God lied
especially manitested Hie geudussa,-"re-
deemsd by Iby great power." Study history
lu confirmation, as Egypt, SamBOn, 1)eborab,
Sennacherib, etc.

4, The request toc tavor betore the king
(v. 1l), wben hie would make known his

petition. The anawer ehould bie brietly
noted. It came lu many was (compare
cha. 2 : 1-S; 4 : 7-20).

This Le.ssn la an illustration ut a patriot
at prayer. Compare hlm wiîh Abrabam
(Gan. 18 : 23-33), Muse (Ex. 32 : 11-14)
sud Daniel (Dan. 9 : 3-27). As a patriotie
prayer il bas sotte sPecial teatures. Note
(a) Nebemiabeë identification with hie coun-
try, so that bie bears its burdens; (b) bis
identification with the sin sud respousibility
ut the peuple; (c) bis invincible faith lu the
(bd ut Israel; (d) bies elt-denyiug efforts in
the interests ut the peuple.

Apply Ibis lu the oueds ut our country
The privilege sud duty ut intercession anc
work for our country should bie especiall3
prominent. Christian statesmauship ls muel
lu be desired, snd should coimmand th
support ut every patriot. The present con
dilion ut our country educationslly an,
politically will afford material for profitabl
discussion.

For Teacher of thse Boys and Grls

A tuait whu la ut the rigbt sort says as ltti
as ha ran about bis own honore. This
wby ws bave tao go lu the very lent verse i

the lesson tu find oul wbo Nehemnisb ws
* Wbat was the king's narie? Of h

country waes hie king ? Slow came a Jew 1

bie there ? Wbat were the ductiez of the
king's cupbearer ? How did bis office tank?
Of what character muet bie bie ? Was this
young cupbearer rich or poor ? (See ch.
15 :16-18.)

How does Neheiniah jutroduce hiniseit ?
Thisi question will make way for verses 1-3.
Explain the Inonth, the year, ("«twentieth
year" of whst ?), the place. Visitors corne:
Who? Wheuce? Why was Nehemiah in-
terested in then? And in the peuple there ?
Quote a Psalm showing how the Jews loved
Jerusalem (P8. 137 :5, 6). What was the
report? (v. 3.) See that the words are under-
stood-"remnant," "captivity," "the pro-
vince," "affliction and reproacb." How hsnd
the destruction corne about? 2 Kgs. 25 :10.

Account for Nehemiah's sympathy. (Comn-
pare Hel). Il :24, 25. Use tbis as an argu-
ment for Home Missions.

What effeet on Nehemiah had the sad

news ? v. 4. Did the king and courtiers
wnrmhip thie God? Why then does Nehemiah
seek His belp ? What leson here as to
holding true to our convictions in any sur-
coundings ? Recall similar cunduet in Dan-
iel. I)oes prayer seem the direct way to
belp hie fellow-countrymen ? Why then
did hie resort lu it ? We shall se in the
verses that follow.

The pcayer la worth exanîining closely.
It is a model prayer :First, in the way it
addresses God. L.et the scholars pick out
the mnies and attributes of God bers used-
"Lord," Jehovah, the God of their nation;
"God of beaven," above the eartb but con-

trolliug it ; "great and terrible," of might
r to render largesî help and crush their strongest

tufe; "keeping covenant sud mercy," fslthful
suad compassionate;-just the sort of God tu

-give the aid ut which Nebemiab etood in need.
i V, e learn, that, in prayer, we should address

e fl od by the mnme appropriate to, what we are

about lu, ask. Let the teacher work Ibis out.
What is tue most urgent tbought in vs.

6, 7 ? The sine ofthIe peuple. Wby due
le Nehemniah put this iu the foregroud lu his

is prayer ? Because there is nu blessing wben
tf sin la unacknowledged. Sin lsas non-con-

s. ductor-it abuta ont our prayer trumn God,
et and God's blessing fromn us.

:oWhat dites Nehemiah ssk God tu, do ?
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