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-of Christ’s §Teadship, and that the simplest and least

objectinnuble tmcde in their opinion, in which this
could b2 done, wonld be @ nationsl act, iucorpo-
tated into the constitution of the State, und made
the bas'y, s0 far as applicable, of all future legisla.
tion ot adininistration—and the Committee of the
United Presbyterian Church thiuk that the Scrip-
tuses do not enjun any such natwnal uct; 1t s
thierefure pot requited of nations, by Christ himself,
und on this uccount, not a duty § nor isituny whero
in Scipturo charged nyuinst nutions us such, ay u
Sdme that they dud not recognize the Hzadsitip of
Christ oves them,

’iV.—ngardir)g the recognition of the authority
of Revelution, and its application lo the pecubiar
duties of the Mugistrate.

“*Tho difference of the Committees upon this sub-
ject is to this effect—"That the Presbytetian Church
hold that it is the duty of the Cvil Magistrate to
make a formal recoznition of the authonity of the
Bible, aud to appral to its principles aud precepte
#s his directory in every departiment of fus pecubiar
dutics. ‘Fhat’of the United Presbyteritn Chuich
hold, thut, inastnuch as the introduction of the
reinedial system hizs not enlarged the Provinee of
the Cuwvil Magistrate, so as to include thinms sacred,
and inusmuch os recoguition of revelation in his
officiul capacity is not enjoined in the New T'esta.
ment, therefore, it forms vo part of our belief,

V.—A4s to tie suppression of sins agzainst the
Sirst tahle of the maral law, cspeciully against
the law of the Sablath.

The views of the Committee d'iTer on this head
ay (ollows :—The Conunittee of the Presbyterian
Church beliove that it is the duty of the Civil
Mugistrate to suppress and punish such sins, swhere
they are offences aguinst socicty, by being overt-
acts injurious to of clotructive of its welfure;
and in particular, that it is ks duty to enforce the
law of tho Subbath, and to suppress and punish its
violutors.

The Committee of the United Preshyterian
Church on the other hand, hoid, that in so far as
the datics of the fisst tuble ure distinguished from
those of tho sccond, they are duties which cvery
man owes 10 Gad innmediately, the enforcement of
them does not fall within the province of the Civil
Maisisate.  So faras the Sabbath is a religious
justitution, and for relizious ends, it does not fall
within the province of the Civil Mugistrate, but so
fur 23 it reggurds the natural tights of a day of rest,
it does full within his piovince.

VI—Ae to the Edueation of the young.

- Here the Committee also differ.  Thoe Commit-
-tee of the Presbytenan Chureh hold that Education
-in all s branches ought 1o be directed and per-

vaded by sonnd relimous pancples, und that the
magistrate, in providing for the education of the
youny, ought, therefore, to discrmmate beiween
the true and false in religion—and to se» tot, that
only what is in harmony with,. und favourable to,
the promotion of sound religion be tanght's and far-
thet, that it iskuwfu', aud i eertain circumstances,
is his daty, to provids for the young, dircct religious
instruction.

N The Committee of the United Preshyterian
Church hold that it is not incorsistent with the
office of the Civit Magistrzte 1o provide for educa.
tion, but to piovide for the religions education of
cither old o> young. is no part of his official duty.

VIL—Jds to the promotion of Religion, especially
as to the application of any portion of the pub.
lic funds j;r the adcancement of 1eligivn, or in

-the eadowment of the Church. :

Rezarding this sulject tho Committee of the
Presbyterian Church Liold that it is the duty of the
-civil inagristrate to see to it that provision be made
for the relizions instruction of the nutieri—that the
tivode in which this duty skould be perfonned has
pot béen prescribed, hut may vary in different cire
cumetances, and that the provision of mears for
dircet religious insttuction, and the appropriation,
with this view, of a portion of the public funds, is
Jawful; but that .the adoption of (his particular
of promoting rcligion mt auy given time,

should be determined by a reference to the cone.
siderations of Christian expediency.  But the Com.
aittee of the United Peesby teriun Chureh ditfer by
holding thut inasmuch as the extension of Christ's
kingdom and the eupport of its ordinances arespiti-
tual duties incumbent on every Christian, they fall
not withm the province o1 the ewil magstrate—
who mozeover can have no funds for such objects
without encroaching on the rights of conscience.

VI11.—Sense 1n 10luck cer tuin statements in the
Westnunster Confesson are nnderstood, viz.:
ch. xx. sec. 4, ¢h. xxu. sec. 3, and ch. zxx.
sec. 2.

The Commitlee are of opinion thut there would
be uo ditficulty as to their ugrecing ubout the -
terpretation 1o by put on these passages, if there
were a substantial ugreenient upon the points of
ditference already poted. ’

‘I'he Comunittees agreed that Mr Thornlon and
Me. Gale be requested to prepase copics of the
minutes of the Juint Committee, m all hicir con.
fetences, and transmit them to thar rospective
Conveners, in otder to their being luid before their
reshective Synods.

‘I'he Comumittees nlso ngreed to authorize Mr.
Thornton to tuke means to publish the minutes of
this meeling.

Upon the call of the chairman, the Rev. Mr. Roy
closed with prayer.

(Signed) THOMAS CHRISTIE, Chairman.
R. H. THORNTON, Clerk.
el sesmme Y
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The Presbytery of Haumilton met ut Hamilten,
on the 10th May, and sut for two entire days tili
Iate at night, besides the meeting of the Home
Mission Committee ‘on the 12th.  There were
cleven Ministers and fonr Elders present. The
busincss. though not generally interesting to record,
was of great importance ¢ and T have never before
seen 0 much business so effectively gone through
in our Presbytery. within the same time. There
are now 20 ovdained Minicters on the Roll of the
Preshytery of Hamilton—ncarly as many as there
were i the entite Church at the time of the dis.
ruption. Mr. Bremuer, a deputy from the Free
Church of Scotlanl, bemng present, was invited to
taka his scat with the P'resbytery.

Amoug e Reports given in, I may mention
those of the Conunittees appointed to promote the
subscriptions on hehalf of the Colleae, which were
hig;!ly satisfactory and encouraging.

ire purpose of making opplication to veseive
the Rev. Joseph Marras a’minister of this Chuich,
was deferred till the next mectng of Presbytery.

The testimonls of Mr. Qun, probationer from
the Flrec Church of Scotland, were read and sus-
titned, .

‘The Presbytery resolved to apply to the Synod
for leave to take Mr. W. Ball student, on t:ials for
license.

An intimation from the Preshytery of Cobourg,
that they intended to apply for leave to tuke Mr.
Duncan upon trials ; and unothier from the Preshy-
tesy of Perth, stating their purpose to ask permission
to seceivo the Rev. Samuel Coon, of the Presby-
terinn Church in the United States, as a minister
of this Church,~ were read and concurred in.

A commission of Presbytery wus appointed, at
the request of the Rev. J. McKinuon, to visit St.
‘Thomas, to enquire into some difficultics existing
in the congregaticn there, and to endcavour to cb-
viate them, ntid strengthen the hands of the minis.
ter in the discharge of the dutics of his office.

A case of appeal by Mr. James Farish, of Ham.
ilton, from the decision of the Kirk Scsvion of
Krox's Church there, in regard to the election of
deacons, was taken wp, when Mr. Farish eppeared
for himself, and the Rev. R Robb, and Mr. Fisher,
Elder. for the Kirk Sceion.  When the patticshad
been heard and removed, it was, after deliberation,
noved by Mr. Bayne, seconded by Dr. Forrier,
and unaunmously ngreed to, that the appeal be
disniissed, and the proceedings of the Seesion sus-
tained 3 which was intimated to th= paztica by the
moderator on their being ealled.  Mr. Robb eruved

cxtracts for the Kirk Session, which were o dered
to be granted.

‘The Sesion Reconl: of the eongrogations at
Saltileet, Caledonia, Welhngton Square, Gueph
and Humilton, were examined and reported on—
The records of the other congregations wete np.
pomted to be brought fuward at the rext mecting
of Presby aery.

An interim Report of thie [ome Mission Come
mittee of the Preshytery Waving been read, it wes
moved aud agreed to,—that the Prerbytery havirg
heatd the same, ajprove of the ¢ ience of the
Comzmttee, and of the zeal and fasthinlness of tho
Mis-ionaries under their charge 3 lnment the cone
tinued destitution w.tlun ther hounda, wid the de-
ficieney of the funds at the dieposal o1 the Presby.
tery, for the payment of the salunes of the Missions
arics employed.  And further, thut the Presbytery
humubly overture the Synod, ot ats first meetusg, in
‘L'oronto, to adopt efficient meuns for precurmg the
appoiniment of a Super ntendent of Missions w thin
the bounds of the Chuich, wio would devote lus
whole time and encrgies to the prosecutton of (ho
grreot objects entrusted to his care.  Mr. Ilolb and
Mr Stark, were appointed to support the overture
in the Synod.

“Mr. Stark, as Couvener of the Home Mission
Conunittee of the Presbyte §, -wus instructed to
draw up, get printed, and circulate 2 stutement of
the Mission Fund—of the Lubdwies of the Presby-
tery—tha greatness of the work to be accomphshed
by our Home JMiss.ons—and coisequent necessity,
on the part of congregations and uussicn stations,
of making increased exertions to contnbute to the
fund. ’

Dr. Ferrier moved that the Rev W, Bethune,
Missionury, be requested to draw up for the Peese
bytery an uccount of the Indwns settied in and
around Walpole,

A petition from Stratford, praying the Presby-
tery to apply to the Synod for the-suspehsion, in
favor of Mr: J. C. Quu, of the act rozarding calls
to ministers and probutioners from other ¢ wirches,
in order that u call may be moderated in to hun.
from the congregation ut the above pluce.

An application from the congreration at Syden-
ham and Sangeen—Owen’s Sound settlement—to
be recognised as a stpwate congregation, was
agreed to. A document was mven m along with
it, signed by 221 persons, mostly heads of famihics,
shewing thut they were prepared to mve a call to
a minister ; and another, «x:ubiting sutscaptions to
the amount of £130 for his suppo:t so toon as cir-
stances will permit of their callinz one. The Home
Mission Comnittee was enj:incd, sa fur as possible,
to provide supply for the important and rap diy in.
creasing settlements of the Owen's Sound districts.

A document purporting to b2 a call {rom the
congregation of Williams, was givenm § butowing
to the persons to whom the cult was gven not being
as vet in a pesition to reccive a call, the Presbytery
cculd take no action s the matter.

An zpplication to have the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper dispensed at Blenhenn or Blandford,
was taken up and agreed to, and Mr. Lindsay ap-
pointed to this duty; at the same tune various
matters in reference to these stulions were cots
sidered, especially involving their daties to Mr.
Caimeross, und as to the continuance of his labors
among theni. ‘

A mest interesting repot was rcad by Mr
Smiellie, Convener of the Widows' ani Orphans’
Fund scheme, and it was retereed to Messts Rebb,
Stark, Sirellie und Vishtr, to obiam the opiiion of
one or more experienced MActuanies upon the
scheme propoecd, and report to neat mecting.

‘The Sustentation scheme was next taken up,
and after long discussion it was areed to appoint
Mesers. Rebb, Bayne, Cheyne and bisker, a Com-
mittce to prepare an overture upon the subject to
the Synod, to be submiitted to the next orcizary
mecting of Presbytery.  And fnorcover, ut the sugz-
gestion of the Sccretury of the Boand, the Presby-
tery instruct mimeters, whese congregations are
upon the fund, to sce thut the ‘lreasurers’ have
thcit returns for the first guarter piven in to the
Treasurer of the Board before the 15th June. .

Tutimation was given that an application would
be made to the Syned for the ivision of the T'res-



