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THE ALGOMA MISSIONARY

NEWS.

39

Rev, H. Simeox. ..... ... 100
Sherbrooke, €., collected by Mrs. Bawen 10 10

silverwater, O., offertory. 2 Su
Nairn, 0., offertary. 383
Magoe, (), Brotherhood of St, Andrew 1 §!
Miss Sarah Collier .. .. ...... . 200
North Bay, O., offertory......... T
Callendar, O, offetory. ........ . 2 30
Mr. Henry Lye, Walkerviile, ) 10 00
Mis. Cline, Oakville, O. .. ... ..., 5 00
Dr. and Mrs. Reynolds, Hanulton. .... § o
A Friend, Totontow ..o vinueen. .. 10 W
Mrs. Taege, Coakshrre, 020,00 ... . 500
R, S., Midford, ), ........ 1 nn
$ 71800

Amount acknowledged by Treasurer 5,204 79
Total ...l L.l $5,372 79

Mission of Burk's Falls.

REV. C, H. BUCKLAND, INCUMBENT.

At the adjourned Vestry meeting of
All Saints’ Church, held on Monday
evening April 1oth, a very sausfactory
report was presented by the wardens,
Messrs. Joseph Hilharand W. A. Kelsey,
showing a total revenue for the year of
$452 64 and expenditure $447.33- The
liabilines were smaller than at any time
in the history of the church, and are
likely to be entirely wiped out at no dis-
tant date. T'he officers elected for the
ensuing year are :  People’s warden, Mr,
Joseph Halhar; mimster's warden, Mr.
Edward Bazet; sidesmen, Messrs, Pringle,
Laxton, Bradley and Iourne; vestry
clerk, Mr. R. Briggs. Votes of thanks
were tendered to the organist, Miss Ella
Holbert, to Mrs. Pringle for her able
assistance to the choir 1n the preparation
of special Easter music, and to the Wom-
en’s Auxihary, which has raised nearly
on¢ hundred dollars during the past year
towards the funds of the church. Since
the advent of the new incumbent, Rev.
C. H. Buckland, there has been a marked
advance in all departments of church
work, largely attnibutable to the energy of
that gentleman, backed up by the very
able assistance rendered him by Mrs,
Buckland. The nterior walls of the
church have been artistically coloured,
and the incandescent electric light has
been introduced throughout the church
building. The fences and gates of the
church ground have been repaired, and
a ¢ one foundation built underneath the
cnurch. It is the intention during the
coming summer to build the long delayed
tower, and transfer to it the bell which is
at present housed in a temporary and
somewhat unsightly structure adjoining
the church, and 1t 1s hoped that sufficient
funds will be forthcoming to brick veneer
the entire church, and, eventually to
place a furnace in the basement. The
Sunday-school, which the incumbent
superintends personally, and in which he
is assisted by Mrs. Buckland, is domng
good work, as is also the Bible class hrld
by Mr. Buckland on Sunday afternoons,
The Woman’s Auxihary1sin a flounshing
condition and has done much to contn-
bute to the success of thetemporal affars
of the church for the past year. Since

the advent ot the new incumbent the
congregation have largely ncreased, and
have averaged in the morming  forty, and
in the evemng sixty-seven, wiile the
weekly Wednesday evening service, as
well as the lLenten week.day services,
tiave been very well attended.  ‘Fhe chor,
under the efficient instruction of Mzs. 1.
H. Pungle, has considerably improved,
and on Easter Sunday evening rendered
a full choral service, which was much
appreciated by the large congregaton,
On the whole the congregation is encour-
aged to hope that ere long they may re-
gain the position they once held, naniely,
that of being the largest and most influ.
ential religious body 1n Burk’s Fails.
Epwakp BasrTr.

Powassan Mission
REV. I. \ COBB, INCUMBENL.

Drak MRr. Epitor, Pardon me for
trespassing on your valuable paper, T
ALLOMA MisstoNarY News, to report the
work of the Powassan Woman’s Auxiliary,
our old association, the Guild, being
changed to the present one on the gth
day of January, 1899, with sixteen mem
bers, Mrs. Cobb being elected President.
We think the Auxiliary will he more
Leneficial on the whole to our loved
Church. Our first business was to pass a
tesolution that all muneys, work and
other things will be specially devoted to
a fund fur the erecticn of a parsonage
convenient to the church, where a lot
has been secured. Since organization
we have held a concert and a bas
aar, and, with a little money gathered
together by the old Guild, we have now
on or about $100 towards the parsonage.
At our last meeting our President read a
very instructive and zealous address to us,
and called our attention to the report to
be made out for the Diocesan megting
and the election of a delegate to the
same. Mrs. Cobb was elected , Mrs. J.
.\. Porter as substitute in case Mrs. Cobb
could not attend. Our fee was fixed at
25c., and the cards of membership de
livered.

Yours very truly,
Juria RicHarbsoxn,
Secretary.

The Fourth “R/

Continuing briefly our notice of Mr.
Laurence Baldwin's article 1n the Canada
Lducational Monthly n behalf of volun-
tary schools in affihauon with a natisnal
school system—forming an integral por.
tion of such system—we are aware of the
fact that the scheme is only feasible in
cities and towns of comparatively large
populations. There it would assuredly
succeed if given a far tnal—a tnal
which the 1nfluences of religious preju.
dices and intolerance are entirely abseat.

From a Church staodpoint we would
urge such a tnal, believing that the late

Archbishop of Canterbury ~ advice con-
cerning missions — ¢ strengthen your cen
tres "-—may wisely and with profit be ap
plied, not only to the missions of the
Church, but als. to the recovery of daily
religiuas struction in comnion schoo's,
Would nut the competition and honest
rlry of the several affiliated parts of
the whole systems do much to mmprove
the education of our children in Ontano?
This principle Mr. Baldwin finds adnm
ted 10 connection with Toronto Univer
sity.  We believe the greatest obstacle to
the proposal 1s to be found 1n the com
mon though mistaken view taken by the
ordinary ratepayer, that the State would
be paying for the rehgious trainmg ol
children, which it is said it should not do.
It would be imparting religious instruc.
tion pecubiar to some one or other ot the
religious bodies 1 the province.  That
this is a mustaken 1dea cannot be over
emphasized. It cannot be repeated two
often that the State will only pay for the
clementary secular nstruction  in all
schouls under its own 1as section, given
by teachers = wssessing the requisite pro
vincial certiticate of quahfication, and
using text books approved of and author
iz:d by the Educational Department. The
cust 0l any other istruction 1n secular
subjects, orin the ductnines of the Chns
tan fath held and professed by the
parents or guardians of pupils, will be
maintauned, not by the State, but by the
voluntary cuntributiuns of the supporters
of such schouls. ‘Tms needs carnest,
cunstant reiteration.,

But, while for the «entres of populatin
a workable plan 1s provided, there is not
yet, as far as we know, any scheme
thuvght out and prupused by which the
ch.idren 1n rural sectivns can receve day
b day the rehgious instruction which
many parents desire. It s futile to tel
us that the Sanday School supples the
deficiency, though its influence for goud
cannot be gamnsaid. In some places
there are no Sunday Schools. It may be
noted that many people who at once re
cogmaze the value of propuly qualified
teachers and suitable books for the teach-
ing of reading, 'riting and ’rithmetic, lose
sight both of the wecessity of the fourth
“R,” as well as of the value of any quali-
fications in the teachers. And it is reli-
gious instruction we wish 10 cee 1n rural
as well as in urban schools. How we
can obtan the desired object we acknow-
ledge 1o be a rather difficult problem,
Nevertheless, it can be solved, if we will
but face the diffizulties and obstacles in
a fair and determined way. As a begn
ning the Bible might be among the
authorized text books, to be possessed by
the pupil as his “reader” is, read in the
school by ali the pupils, and not by the
teacher only. It would be but a first
step, but it would be a step in the right
direction thus to provide every hoy and
gitl with a copy of the Bible, and to foster
its nse.  There can surely be no objection
raised by any reasonable man to such a
step.  This is not intended to supersede
religious instruction by competent and



