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bora again, lie cannot sec the kingdom of God." You have grreater
privileges than those who live in hoathen lands , but if you despise

the orabue temin the day ofj udgmenti ivili bc more tolora-
bic for the hoathen than for you. Nicodemius, tliough hoe lived in the
land where the truc religion was professed, where the ordinanees
of' Divine Worship woe observod, thougli lie was a professor and
a teacher of religion, icded to be born iii. Il Ye miust be
bora again." I

Nothiug eau be a substitute for the new birth. A good repu-
tation and respectability of character cannot bc a subsitute for
it. It is chiefly, thoughl not oxclusively> because you are ail
wrong with respect to God, because you do not love God, because
you prefer te hirn soincthing infinitoly inferior te hini, that you
nced to bc born again.

Neithier will a profession of religion do instead of the ncw birth.
To profess religion, while you do net possess it, and you do net
possess it, unless you are bora again-is te profess a falsehood
and to livo a lie. «Yeu will nover have religion tili you love God;
and yeu should have it before you profoss to have it. This being
the case, a profession of religion will nover do instead of being
bora again. The form of religion cannot be a substitute for tlie
power of religion.0

Perhaps you may not love this doctrine, becauso it assumles that you
are bad. But does it not accord with the tostiiony of your own
conscience ? -fou know that you have not loved God supreinely al
aln. 0 thon do not kick at this truth. Admit your sinfulness,

adthe necessity of being bonaan ota oert hi
sins shall not prospor; but lic that confesseth and forsakoth thorn
s'hall have morey.' Prov. xxviii, 13.

But how are yeu te bo brougit, to exporience this change?
Thc Spirit cf love is undoubtedly the great superinteading agent
in the production cf it. Jesus speaks of boing l'bora of the
Spirit." But doos the flely Spirit produce the now birth by di-
rect irresistible power, or by moral influence poured on the soul
through the truth cf the gospel? If the Spirit chiange the heart
by direct irresistible power, thon it is nc, more Our duty te bo cre-
ated anew in Christ Josus, tlîan it was the duty cf man to croate
hixusoîf. To maintain that irrosistiblo power is neessary to pro-
duce the now birth is te reoe it frein tho sphore cf human
dlu'y; and the effeet cf such a doctrine on the sinnier must be
cither te drive luin to despair or te confirai hini in carelesness.


