o hastén: maturity, whether it be to the-

chicken,.the pullet, or.the hen,they are
supplied. - -Chickens ‘thus fed when
‘young, will attain to larger size, pullets
will ur.doubted,ly commence laying at
about - four months old, and hens will.be

stimulated' to winter and carly: spiring.

laying: ‘but of this all Dreeders may

res. assured, that -the continuance of

~mmulntm" foods beyond. a.réasonable

- ~ time, will remlt prejudicionsly to both

old and young.

It will 1ot ‘bie denied, however, that
wheén- judiciotisly and moderately sup-
plied; and:at certain ‘times. ouly, siich
‘1oods arc highly beneficial, It given-to
chickens while fledging, it greutly assists

" in this, to them,; exhausting process, and

when given to. drooping fowls has
marked -eficet, quickly restoring them
‘to-their formier healthy condition. It
is'e, ool thing, too; to give stimulating
food to old birds in cold or wet weather,

-anid when moulting, and to hens that do.
not:Jay in. duetime in carly spring; but

*in: any. case, when ‘the desired-effect is

produced; spiced food should be discon--

tinued; and the usual plain food beagain
yestored. In old-birds, when given too

- frequently -or continued beyond the.

‘time already mentioned, it produces dis-
-eised egg organs, and in pullets stunted
‘growth.

In: the case of chickens of all the
- larger-breeds, the longer maturity can
‘ba:postponed; the larger the birds are
likely-to ‘be,-and no matter what. inay
be £did to .the contrary, the same feed-
ing which. produces forced and rapid
growth during ‘the very carly period of
chickenhood, will of necessity, if contin-

ued. beyond. this, result in. stunted, be--

cause precocious adults.. Large size and

-carly maturity -cannot be had in .the
" same bird—they are incompatible..

For many purposes; then, it iswell to

liave: stimulating food: always on. hand,
-or the means by which it- may: be pre-

“‘pared. at-a.inoment’s:notice.. For:two

‘)ears we lw.\e uaed the following seas
5somn" mL\c(l W 1th oatmeal and luwe

ﬁdent]y recommend it as n]ruuly sug-v
gested. Take of ground allspice 2 078.5
ground Dblack pepper 2 ozs, ground gin-
ger & oz, malt Qust } 1b., and brown
sugar 1 1b, mix togetlier, and add to
the usnal food in sufficicnt guantity. to
cause a slightly sweet and hot taste, and
we think it will be found fully equal to
anything of a similar kind, ‘When pre-
paved it should he Kept in-a well cotked
Dbottle, ready for use when requirved.

In the mattér of feeding fowls, then,
the contempt for order and common
sense sb frequently to be seen in the
yards of fanciers, leads to more than
half the disappointments and loss, and

‘tends to produce disgust in the niinds

of others, while again the too frequent

_use of. splced or lxeatmn foods produces

discasc and denth in soime of the
choicest breeding stock, Moderation and
judgment must be used in both casés:

food must be given regularly, and in

_such quantities only as shall be entirely

caten with an appetite at éach meal;
and this 1ule equally applies whether
to fattening or breeding stock, and the
unlimited use of condiments must be
guarded against, unless indeed thesole
object be the production of cggs for a
short périod at the sacrifice of the bird.

CATS IN POULTRY HOUSES.
From the time I was a boy I have

-never been fond of this species of carhi-

vorous quadrupeds of the geniis felis, al-

- though I hold a man érboy a brute who

can take pleasure in worrying them, es-
pecially with bad dogs.

I am writing at present with reference
to cats versus ponltry, which may give

_confidence to.some. I have alivays, to

speak quite truthfully, had a mistrust qf
cats, -even the best trained cats, with
clnckcnsandpxgeons,butllmvcwronged

“them,:s aml Twill st'ttc how.
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