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foreign countvies fafally detrimental toithe serious
and godly observance of it as n day of vest and wor-
ship by those who advocate the opening cither of na-
tiona! mascums or of commercial exhibutivas. such as
the Sydenham Crystal Palace. and this, too,at a
time when, on the continent itsclf varivus movements
are in progress fur sceuring a better obsenyance of the
day ; considering also huw greatly the moral advan
tages of & stricter regard to the Sublath ave display-
cd by the diminution « { crime both in Scotland and
in London consequent on the total or partial closing
of public-houses on the Lord’s day, particularly in
the former, where the measure hias been more coni
plete; this Conference deeply feels that the present is
a time when the efforts of all Christians ought to e
put forth with speciul curnestuess, to avert the public
calamity which auy legislative encrouchment va the

houour upon some individual to produce an essay that
should equal the essays ou Lopery and infidelity. If
suchn picceof wickedness as the opening of the Crystal
Palace on the Sauday should be attempted, he rejoiced
to think that there would be three readingsin the
1ouse of Commons, aud three in the Iouse of Lovds,
and then the Royal signature ; and b trusted that at
every stage public opunion would come foryard and
rally round the sacred institution. )

The Rev, Mr. Macoini, (of Glasgow), in scconding
the resolution, said that s he came from S otland he

jmigat pechaps allude to the application there of the

Bull referred toin the vesolution. An immense improve-
ment had taken place in Glasgow, since its operation ;
and the cousequence was, that there was being lodged
in the mind ot the community with regard to that
particular legislation a conviction which it was very

ganclity of the Salbath would cut.il, and to secureditlicult to dislodge.  With regard to the proposed es-
the greatest pussible amonut of influence towards say on the Sabbath, he thought the Cuuncil had been
obtaining the total closing of public-houses.  Under ) very well gmded in divecting their mifnds to such an
these feelings, it is with great satisfaction aud thauk- effort. A book of that kind was much needed. e
fulness that the Confurcuce learns, that from the mu-|wus persuaded that there was ground still unuccupied,
nific.nt dovation of T. Farmer E:q., who has alveady and & method of setting the Sablath before the minds
provided premiums for the essays on Iufidelity and of the community that was thuroughly consistent with
Popery, the British Organisation has arraaged to offer the stand the Allisnce had made upon the subjeet be-
a prize of £100 for an essay un the important subject fore. That stand was a fine illustration of what the
of Salbath olligations, and expicsses the devout hope  Alliance could do. It had alveady been the means of
that under the teaching of the loly Spirit, an essuy fonnding sound doctrine on the subject which might
way be produced which will as puwettully promote be lovked upun as an article of its constitution, al-
the observance of the Sabbath as tormer cstays have pthough not written amongst the Nine Articles. They
advanced the two other practical objects of the Al could not have bien now present without the Sabbath;
liance, viz., opposition to Popery and to Infidelity.” and in the seeking to protect the Sabbath, they were
e said he was excecdingly glad to fiud, fromreading secking to protect all their Christian interests, and to
the resolution, that it required very little either of ex- obtain the vhjuets of the Alliauce itself,

planation of recommendation. 1le {trusted that it| Captain Younu said he wished alittle ‘more time had
commended itself to every man’s heart and conscience [been given to so important a sulject. It would be
i the sight of God. Although, for very good reasvnts, well it all the parties present would take up the gues-
the subject was not included in the doctrinal basis of | tion, and endeavour toearry it forward in their own
the Alliance, it was announced that it should form one localities ; aud this might be done with very great
of its main principles and vbjects ; and it had Leen efleet.  That which had pressed must upon them, and
very satisfactory to him, aund no doult to others, to, was, he Lelies ed, most on the minds of the public, Lad
find that announcument acted upon. e rememberdd reference to the threntened opening of the Crystal
how, in Edinburgh, the subject bad been honoured by, Palace on the Sabbath, A very great deal hinged up-
the advocacy of the great and good man, Dr. Wardlaw on that, for, if 1t weie once carr-ed, they might give
and how worthily tue Alliance stood furward in de- up everythiug cle.  Of course, museuins and every-
fence of the Sabbath, when during Lord Derby’s ad- | thung else would then be upen on the Lord's-day ; and
ministration an attempt was made to open the Crystal any vue who started any thueg by which a little money
Palace on that day; and hebad no doubt that the covald be made, might claim the right to have it open
attitude which the” Alliance would assumein future and no person could say nay. e did not sec how it
wou:d go very far to prevent some of the worst evils| was possible to retuse the opening of theatres. Suppose
he had been led to diead. It was indecd a matter of | he Lad discosered a mode of conducting theaties upun
dread to all good Cliristians, that the Iloly Sabbath improved moral priveiples. aud conceived an attend-
of God should in this country, by legislative cnuct-jance at them a most cxeellent way for spending the
ment, bedivided into parts. & part to be devoted to,Sunday afternoons, how could the privilege of open-
God who gave it, and a part devoted to man, for par-ing them on the Sabbath be refused. He did not see
posesof commerce or amusciuent. e trusted the how itcould be doune with a particle of justice. In
tand was never to witucss so unballowed a desecra- connection with this subject, it had occurred {o him,
tion. They could no. be unaware of the strearmns of, whether it would be right, consistent with Christian
licentiousuess and Iniquity, in some of their worst priuciples, for Christian men to take shares in the Crys-
forms, aud in all of thux most insidious ones, that tal Pulace. It was uet a Sabbath desccrating place
must follow such legislation aud such an action in, yet ; and they should not wait and say, * It is a Sab-.
this country. When he vemumbered the prayer of bath breuking Institution, and we ean have nothing
Christians, the love the Christinn Church had tor the todo with it.” 1t was he believed a pretty safe invest-
boly institution, and the fact that England was yct a,ment 5 aud it & number of Christian men were ouly to
Protestant country, he did not think that the Sabbath tahe $9/. or 20/ woith of shares each, what might they
could ever be destcrated in the manncr coutemplated not d8 He did not think the questiou would be car-
in the resoution. e carnestly tiusted that it would ried into Parliawent, still, it was the duty of Christians
not be so, and he would repeat what he had said in | to exert themselves in the present vacation ; and if it
substance at Newcastle npun the subject, that it the .should be determined to carry it there, if o few Chris-
Alliance were to desert the cause of the Holy Sabbath  tian men would take shares and make a firm opposition
the Most High God would withhold a great part ofjto the proposal, he did not think it would be ¢éarried
blessing be would doubtless otherwise vouchsate to it. against thew. He would ask the dircctors ta listen to
He was very bappy to hnow, however, that there was Lun for a quarter of an hour, and he would convince
00 such danger ; be was delighted beyond all power them that it would e a losing concern ; in fact, they
of expression to hear a resvlution wiich cmnbudid so had bad o pretty’good proof of that already. He told
very much, and so very properly, on this importaut, them at the last meeting he wassorry to see they had
question uuu he hoped Gud would confer the gread, lost caste with the public, and that the public looked

A}

4
a




