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THIRD SABBATIL.

Svuerncer: Christ opens the eyes of one
dorn Wind. John ix.

This miracle was performed on the same
sablath day on which our Lord uttered the
memorable words recorded in the preceding
ehapter.  Christ’s teaching was confirmed
by works whi-h no oue couid do except
God were with him.  He could, as in this
Jstane e, calmly do his Father’s work amid
the rare of Iis enemies  All Christ’s
miractes are symbolie of His spivitual work.
This ore in puriicular shows that He who
8 the Light of the world can also give

ower to pereeive that light,—can open the
lind cyes.

Vv, 2. 3.—Sin and suffering are alwavs
eonnceted 5 all our afictions, sorrows and
ealamitics come upon us in consequence of
eur sin.  But special suffering, instead of
being a sivn of special sin, may be a token
of Giod’s Jove.  Both the blind man and his
parents were sinners ; but neither party had
so sinned as to he the cause of his being
born hlind. "T'he Lord neither denies their
sin nor his; all that He doesis to turn awny
His disciples from that most harmful prac-
tice of diving down, with cruel surmises,
into the secicts of other men’s lives, and,
like the fiiends ot Job, guessing for them
hidden sins in explanation of unusual
sufferings.— French.

V. 4.—Every man has his work and his
day; it he neglects his work in the day he
eannot do it in his night.  The Lord him-
self had to do his work in the right time.
He was crucified in about six months after
i, and, in view of his death, he toiled all
the more dilizently.

V. 6.—'This course was followed, proba-
By, to assist the faith of the noor man.—
Like tie Llind one in this instance we
shoald not shrink from following any direc-
tions wirich the Master may give.  Saliva
was suprosed by the Jews to be medirinal.

.

V. 7 — s n Hebrew name, neaning

gent. v Truans bolid this fowtmn il m
great veneraiion, and regard its waters as
good for discases of the eye. The blind
man at once oheved, and at once received
the reward of obedience.  Christ is the sent
of God, and all who wash in His blood re-
ecive their gight.

Vv. 814.—The opening of his eves
would greatly change the appearance of his
face, 5o that his old friends and neighbonrs
would hardly know him. Some dounbted if
it was the man, but he had no douht on the
sthject. ‘They brought him to the Phari-
secs, (1. e. the lesser Sanhedrim, which con-
tained a major.ty of Pharisees,) in order to

decide whether the miracle was right or .

wrong, it having been performed on the
sabbath dav.
ment of the Pharisees was regarded as final.

In religious cases the judu- !

V. 16.—The court was divided; a ma-
jority trying to condemn Cliist as working
mimcles through Beelzebub, the prince of
devils ; & minority venturing to ask ** How
can aman that is a sinner do such miracles 7

V. 17.—They ask the man, What is your
opinion of him since he opened your eves ¢
He replies, * He is a propuet.” He did not
yet know the full dignity of his bencefactor.

Vv, 1823 —They desire to get the
parents to tell a lie, to suy that he was not
born blind ; but the parents get vid of the
difliculty by tesufying oniy that this was
indeed their son, and that he was Lo Llind,
shirking a reply as 1o how he received lus
sizht, for they feared to be eacommunicated.
The Sanhedrim bad not ver dedided  that
Jesus was or was not the Messialy, bur they
claimed the right of doing so, and had de-
nounced the fearful penalty of excommuni-
cation ayrainst any who should anticipate a
farorable decision. ““Of agye,” thivty years
or upwards.

V. 24.—They administer 8 solemn oath
to the man, *“Give praise to God,” being
the form of oath.

V. 25.—Lrperience is the best possible
answer to infidel cavils.

V. 30.—Any unprejudiced person could
tell whence Jesus was from the works done
Ly him,

V. 31.—“Sinners”—heanthen, and persons
who transgressed the traditions of the
fathers, these were the sinners in the esti-
mation of the Pharisees.

V. 32.—It was not till the year 1728 that
the surgical operation cailed couching the
cataract was performed on one born blind —
Jesus opened the eves of the blind by
miracle.  Since the vear mentioned, sar
geons have oceasionally succeeded in curing
persous born blind.

V.34.—They regarded lis blindness as
an evidence of his sin, and they excommu-
nicate him.  He cannot, hencedforth, wor-
ship Cod in the public assembly of his
professing poople.

Vv, 35-41.—When an outcast, Josus re
veals himself to Lim, and he huecls down
and worships him.  Jesus then remarks
the fearful blindness of the Pharisecs who
pretend to be the eves of the nation, in
contrast with the light, spiritual and physi-
cal, which has come to others who were
willing to secure it.

I.kssoNs.

1. Maik the faith, obedience, constancy
and holy boldness of the man who was
cured.  He did at once what Christ com-
manded. He confessed the truth ag the nsk
of life.  He is the first vecorded instance of
a person excommunieated for confessing
Chnst. Sec how, with true simiple words,
he coufounded the craft of his cunning per-



