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ism and Infidelity. A proposal was made
and favourahly reecived to prepare a Hymn
Book for children. A friendly deputation
was reccived from the Congregationalist
Union. The veport of the Jewish Mission
was by no means encouraging. There are
but four Jews undor instruction as the
fruit of a year's etfort of one missionary.
The Home Mission Report was highly en-
couraging ; and the same can be said of the
Forcign MMission Report. This chureh,
small as it is, has 10 missionaries and 3
medical missionaries, 41 native evangelists
and 12 students in China. In Amoy alone
132 have been added to the Church. Inall
Formosa 255 were alded during the year.
Other stations have been richly blessed.
The contributions during the year amount-
o to £9,259.

The Synod has a Widows Fund of about
£5000 and only 2 Widow . The Aged
ad Infirme Ministers’ Fund amounts to
£3473.

The Sabbath 8chools give instruction to
ahout 25,000 children. ‘The advance of
gencral education throughout the country
mekes it doubly necessary for religious
teachers to be vigilant and diligent. Reso-
lutions in favour of Union with the United
'reshyterian Churchin Epgland were passed

B by o voie of 157 t0 6. The Union will take |
place in 1874. Deputations were received '
W fiom the Scottish Churches, Dr. Cairns re-
& presenting the U, P. Church, and Dr. C.
@ J Brown the Free Church. Dr. Browsn
g indicated the course to be pursned with re- !
§ spect to Union in Scotland, An abstract |
of his speech will be interesting. . ‘
He spoke of the noble efforts of the mis-
E4 sionarics in for~ign lands connected ‘with
B8 the English Presbyterian Church, and the
& marvellous results which had attended their |
lbours ; and.he also.spoke with reference
o its peculiar and disunctive calling at
& lome. There are threo thingsddikely to in-
§ crease vastly the power of this calling in :
i England. First, the striking of the happy |
g mediom between a restless, endless inno- .
i sating on the one side, and g too rigid ad- !
3 hercnce to the vhole of the details of a tra-
i ditiona] Presbyterianism on the. other—
B Secondly, their new Sustentation Fand was |
iy really indispensable to-the making of large
| Progress over Lngland gencrally; apart from
2 the wealthy towns,  Thirdly, their'contina- |
ing. to incrcase their numbers. as they had -

been marvellously doing of lute, and seemed
likely to do on a larger scale, in about
twelve months, when getting the stare of
those in Scotland, they should be happy
enough to consummate their Union with
their beloved brethren, the U, P. Church.
In Scotland they would be painfully obliged,
owing to practical difficulties standing in
the way, and for the sake of peace in their
Church, to suspend at the next Assembly
the Union negotiations which had been
going on these ten years, But in suspend-
g they should not abandon nor bury them.
And if they should pass into law, as of
couvse they would, the Mutual Eligibility
Overture, then not only should it not be as
a permanent substitute for Union, but, on
the contrary, itshould be partly used for
the purpose of preserving the whole ground
which had been gained during these past
nine years, in the hope that the Lord might
by-and-by open the way for resuming these
negotistions—that was to say, not begin-
ning where they began in 1863, but taking
up again the thread, as it were, at the place
where it should be laid.down.

The Sustentation Fund hes succeeded
well, and the scheme is to be diligently
prosecuted.

It is proposed to raise a memorial fun®
of £20,000 in commemoration of the Union.
about to be consummated, the memorial to.
consist of & Church and Assembly Hall in-
London or Westminster. The tollowing
are the statistics of the body;

8 Preshyteries, 134 congregations, 1631
office-bearers, 25,060 communicants, and
29,037 seat-holders’in the church. The in-
crease of congregations had continned—
having more than doubled in thirty years.
A total debt yet remains upon churches and
manses amounting to £35,580. The num-
her of communicants had inaterially ins
creased. The financial position of the:
church was most .satisfactory; the total
nmountreceived for.congregational purposes
heing £58,695; and for the schemes of the

, church £9204 ;-and‘if'to thessare added the

extra receipts from the Edinbargh Com-
‘nittee for Foreiga and Home Missions, the-
Brownley Bequest, legacies, 2nd other.
sources, the grand’ total réceived this year
appears to be £72,960, which ‘divided by
25,069 communicants, givés an.average per
!x;,:;d of £2 183, 2d., against £2 17s. in
1871, .

"The amount paid for stipends by the con-
gregations amounted to £35,881.

A resolution was passed with regard to
the progiess of Romanisu in’ thé Church of
England. as follows= i

+ That the. Synod receive -the: overture:



