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power to cope with him, The progress of
the Presbyterian churches in this land and

in other lands, deponds uader God on the,

energy with which they apply themselves
with heart and hand to the urgent work
which is set befora thein,~the evangelicing
of the heathen at home and abroad. I.is,
thue only that wemay hope to escape fresh
heart-buraings and divisions, God grant

us all the honour and the privilege of has- |

sening the day when His kingdom of grace
shali be co-extensive with the world !
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EVANSELISTS.

The Presbyterian Church of England
ss taken action with a view to draw out
more fully the “gifts” of her members,
especially of the Elders. She rccognizes
Fvangelists, mien specially ahapted for Gos-
pel work in certain districts, and among
certain classes of the people. Thes: men
are set apart to the work of evangelists, but
not to the regalar work of the ministry.
The following is the resolution recommend-
¢d to the Synod and adopted by it:

“That, in view of the godless condition
of large masses of the peopls of England,
and looking to the good which has attended
the preaching of the Word, and the evan-
gelistic labours of men not designated to
the pa-toral office, it is expedient to look
oat for, accept, and emplog, with Presbyte-
il sanctior, earnest and deveted men,
having special adaptation for such work,
under such regulations and supervision as
to the wisdom of the Synod may seem fit-
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The experiment has been already made
10 some extent, and with great success.
Earnest “laymen,” with Presbyterial and
sessional countenance and sapport, go forth
smong the ‘“masses” and often deliver the
message of salvation to men who are will-
ing to hear. They overtake work which
the pastors cannot reach; andi the Church
does not scem able to support a. sufficient
number of Home Missionaries to overtake
the wants that are pressing. Merchants,
lawyers, bankers, farmers, &c., are found.
willing to undertake evangalistic work for
the love of it. They aze welcomed, encor-
vaged, and directed ; and the remlts so far
70 catirely satisfactoxy. Qurowa church

might well consider the question of making,
greater mse of tho gifts of the good men
whom ‘God raises up wmong us, There is
destitation in our borders that we cannot
overtake for years. Souls are perishing.
Moral darkness is thickening. Should not
every man whocan speak a word for Chriss
be earuestly encoaraged to do so? And
might not the men who have the time, the
will, and the gifts be commissioned to go
forth as evangelists or as catechistst In
some sections of the Church we have “ Ca-
techists;”’ but they are becoming fewer

_| year by year; and there is danger that ere

long the goodly race that have wrought se
well, may become extinet.

In a Church scattered as ours is there are
gcores of congregations, of sections of con-
gregations, vacant every Lord’s day. The
mwinisters cannot supply every place. But
the absence of the minister does not absolve
a christian people from obedience to the
command, < Forsake not the assembling of
yourselves together.” The Catechist, the
[Evangelist, should be at hand to supply as
far as might be the minister’s place, At
the time of the Reformation in Scotland,
and Jong afterwards, the services of godly
and zealous laymen were largely called
forth and greatly blest. George Gillepsie,
who took g0 prominent 2 part in the delibe-
rations of the Westminster Assembly, speaks
thus of Evangelists 2s then recognized in
Scotland 3

“ Now the proper work of an evangolist
I conceive to sta‘gd in two things ; the firss
is ¢0 lay the foundatiep of Churches, and
to preach Christ to an uabelieving people,
who have not yet received the gospel, or at
least heve not the trae doctrine of Christ
among them. Their second work 1s, travel
ling apd negociating as messengers and.
agents upon extraordinary occasions and’
special emergencies, which is ofttimes be-
tween one chimrch and andther, and so is
distinct from the first, which is travelling
smong them that are yet without, Now,
when I call these works and admiristrations
of ethiiﬁm ex‘taordinary, my meaning
ig not that 'they «re altogether aud every
Wway extraordinary even as 2postleship ; for
Ldare not say that since the days of the
spostles there has never been, or that to the
end of the world there shall never be, any
rhised up ‘by God with euch gifts, and for
such administration as Thavenow described.
But I call the work of erangelist pxtraodi-



