.

128

THE CANADA FARM

ER. JoLy 15,

Lambs Dying From Swallowing Wool.

Nun oers of lambs everywhero die from obstruction and
iaflammation of the bowels caused by the swallowing of
wool ; which, althongh taken up only in small quantities
ata tune, gets agglutinated and rolledjinto considerable
bally, on which cach lock or thread of wool isrolled until
one or two of these foreign bodies block tho orifico opening
from the truo stomach into the bowels, or are lodged in
the small intestines, causing spasmns and by-and-bye in-
flammation which is evidently ditlicult to relieve.  Hair
balls of a similar character and producing similar injvrious
effects occur in calves from their licking themselves and
their neizhbors, and also occasionally in horses. But the
woal which has apparently destroyed your neighbor’s and
your own lambs is not, as you su‘»poso. hicked up from the
grast.  More commonly it1s pulled from tho udder and
belly of the dam by the hunyry lamb whilst vignrously
sorking ite early fond  The abvious remedy, 8o frequent
1y had reconree tn, is the trimming away of any wanl from !
the ndder and belly of the ewe immediately before or after
lambing To relieve the lambs which have already swal
Iawed such portions of wool, and which are recognised by

dulness, abdominal fulness, and inefectual diarrhiea, they
shoald have small doses twice a week of castor-oil and
lauYanum, which will mently move the bowels, and will!
bring away the balls of woal,"if they have not becomeo toe !
large to pass along the narrower portions of the canal. A
long coldspring, surh as we have experience 1, increases the !
mortality from this as froin so many other diteases; the
weakly lambs are unable to bear up against any untoward
conditiun, The ewes, Lesides having little mulk, their oft
spring come often and vainly pulling at the empty vessel,
are thus more apt to have mouthiuls of the dangerous
wool  North Bricsh 4 griculturist.

Cutting off the Tails of Lambs~—Shearing,

In reading a letter in your last 1ssue, from my friend, D.
H Thing, of Mount Vernon, Me, on ** Lambs and Cal-
ves,” I was very mach interested, anid agread with him in
all but one thing, and that 13 1n regard to cutting off the

jsuler are wmdispensable n the ahu{)
]

off their ears than their tails.
theless fined £3, much to the surprise, it is stated, of sev.
eral farmers and butehers present.  There 1s certainly no
ovidence to prove that, although the veterinary surgeon
would not mind having hiscars clipped, the sheep were equ-
Aly inditferent to this distigurement aud the annoyance
attendant on the operation.  Morcover, the fact that fmhcs
having their ears pierced, i no argumentin favour of cut-
ting off sheep's ears. Any propesal on the part of husbands
to nip off their wives’ ears for the purpnse of distinguishing
them from other people's wives, would, it maybo imag-
med, be received wath disapproval, and increase the ani-
mosity with wiich man is regarde 1 by woman.”

Wo never did believe it right to antlict the cruclty of | §

docking or cutting off the tails of cither colts, hogs or
sheep.

Profits of Mutton Shrop.

A correspondent of the Practical Farmer, vesiding wath-
in twenty five miles of Philadelphia, states that ono of his
certan and reliable suurees of profits from year to year is
keeping sheep.

Tho defendant was nevers jones, that may be classed as results of tasto rather than

expericnce, as a geaeral proposition, we woull advire a
cross of the Merino in preforence to the othe s referred to
—always with the recommendation that the best rams
within reach of the means of the flock-owner e used~
and that none of tho malo ammals of the cress be used as
aires, no matter huw near the desired standard they may
approach. -, L. Stock Journal.
—oom

Cows, says the North Caroana Jouraal, have almost
become the medmm of exchange hereabouts since the
scarcity of money. A thin cow passes for §8, a cowin
ood winter onder goes for $10, and a bang-up fat cow iy
$13. In tume wo presume calves will be used for small
change.

Curiovs LaMnixa INCIDEST.—During the present lamb.
g season at Burthaugh, Roaburghshire, a five ycar old
Cheviot owe dropped a Jamb on the 17th of Apnl, which
lived till Saturday the 13th of My, when it died. The

j aud
jatter she had dropped the first, the ene gase
W hen I tirst began farnung twenty years; another lamb, whion 1s alive and s fulloning and beng

shclphcnl then found another lamb, which the eweaceepted
nursed.  On the 14th of May, just twenty-seven days
arth to

ago, he wnites, T depended entirely upon Southdowns, | hursed by 1ts dain along with the sct-one.

They havo always proved with me pmlitic breeders, eap-

Minrarperp Pies. —Accarding to the Lenden Field,

ital nurees, hardy and gnl feeders, and my Southlown ! the muldle-bred pres are **a somretinng between the large

mutton ranksdn tho market with “gilt edge” butter. [
mform my regular custumers when fmn going to have a
tine leg or luin of pure Svuthdown, and they go off fast at
three to five cents above the market price.  In fact,
Svuthdown mutton is the best mutton in the workl.

If quality of meat was the only desideratum, I wounld
make no change, but as coarser wools now bring the highest
price, and as perhaps I gan alittle in the weight, of which
I am not altogether certun, but at least Jdu not lose any,
I have made vae cross on my ik of une hundred ewes
with the Cotswold. The bist result and the finust car
cass have resulted where the Svuthdvwn buck was used
on the Cotswold ewe.

half Southdown and one half Cotswold.
have tu spare are all suld in advance tv your butchers at
about eight dollars per head. I raiso roots, which I con-
Lusiness, and with

good management T have the lambs i the market in

[

1 do not want any finer sheep than i
this makes, and I try to keep them for my purpuse one,
What lambs I

and small sorts—a erasa breed for wieh the Royal Agricul.
tural Socioty has net found a distinetive title.” At pre-
sent, says the £ 74, there s ennsulerable variety, accord.
ng to the preponderance, of either sort  Theresult, how-
ever, 18 & highly useful breed, which tinds inereasing favor
with the tenant farmer  They have mze, aptitude to feed,
flesh without coarseness, hardy eonstitution and produc-
tivencss. They are equally valuahle for pork or bacon.
The breed is said to be much liked m England by those
who have tested it.

EXpERIMENT 1IN DrEbing. .\ writer in the Kansas
Farmer, in considering theynestion of how to make money
farming, mentiuns several experiments in feeding stock by
men whv. conld nut command moncy to purchase stock.
One feeder took 40 head of three year-old stecrs, the 20th
day of October, to feed, for Sc per Ib for all the gross
weight he could put on till the 20th of February., He had
a great deal of soft corn that was not merchantable, and
he gavo the cattle all they could eat. He fed them four

tails of the lamba. 1 have become convinced that cutting | March and Apnl. I consider the rovts make a gowd sub- | months, consuming atrait 50 bushcds of corn to the steer,

off the tail 18 injurinus for several reasons, which I wil!
state.  First, it i3 a barbarous treatment to a little, tender
lamb ; it also weakens the constitution by taking from ita
portion of the spine or backbone. Secondly, it deprives
them of what nature has wisely given them to protect the
bag from the acorching raysof the sun, which prevents the
bag from becoming sore and scabby ; 1t also deprives them
of the means of brushing tlies and all annoying insects from
their bag and legs; but, as a matter of cconomy, there is a
loss in the amnunt of wool. My shearer told me he would
shear any flock of sheep for what wool was on the tal up
to where it is usnally cut off, which would amount to about
ten cents, the price of one-fourth of a pound of wool, which
% rcallf- quite a per cent. I have, fora few years past,
sheared my sheep from the first to the middle of April, 1
am satisfied that they will do better than to let them run
into warm weather. 1t frees them from ticks, and if there
are any on the lambs, one can get them off before going to
the pasture.  Another advantage is, the wool, before it is
exposed to the spring rains, is heavier with gluten, which
makes a large per cent. difference in the weight, and as the
manufacturer finds no fault—the wool working better—it
is better to retan at.  Some of vur fancy breeders hege are
adupting this systun of shearing in April. From sume
cause, unhnowii tu nie, farmers have lust a great many
lambs this spring, not from the poor condition of the
sheep, but from some cause unaccountable, some of our
best and fattest shee{: doing well with their lambs until
tm; l]nonths old—at that age they grow weak and languid,
and die,

Up to this date but little has been done in the farmmg
Iine, only here and there a piece of wheat or oats sown.
Grass has wintered well and 13 looking promusing for a
good crop —H (. Abbott, sn N. E. Fa mer.

Cruelty to Sheep.

The Pall Mall Gazelle says: ** An interesting question
was raised m a case which came before the Woodbury
police court, near Exeter, on Monday, when a butcher of
Sedmouth was charged with cruclty to a sheep. 1t ap-
pears that the defendant bought some sheep at an auction
and with a pawr of shears cut off the tops of their ears,
in some cases cutting off as much as half the ear. Hedid
thisto *‘mark them”. It was urgedin defence that it
is the usual custom among farmers and butchers to mark
sheep in tlus way. A veteninary surgeon said the sheep
guffered little or no pain, the vessels being few and small
in the ear.  Ladies had their cars pierced for rings and
did not suffer frum the uperativn. He (the veternary
surgeon) **would not mind having part of his own ears cut

stitute fur grass, keep thun in gouwd heart and with fine
health forcarly pasturce. 1t promotes the tlow of milk and
appetite, 1 have always followed the aldvice in your
paper to keep all my animals healthy and thrivieg, If
they once go down or become stunted, much of one’s feed
18 thrown away., Two-thirds of my ewes usually have
twins. With lammbs at eight to nine dollars each, and
wool at tifty cents per pound, your readers can figure up
my profits on one hundred ewes.

Crossing for Improvement of Common Sheep.

A correspondent asks us the following question —
“\What 18 the best cross upon our common sheep for
quality and quantity of wool, for the general market, and
for waight of carcass ?”

This inquiry can be replicd to from so many standpoints,
that an opinton 1n favor of esther of the recognized breeds
requires certain explanations. A cross of the long-wool—

say Cotswold, Leicester or Lincoln -will insure an increase
of carcass to nearly or quite double the value of the com-
mon, or native, dam. The fleccee will have additional
length, considerable improvement in style, ?nd a pereep
tible increase in weight.  The improvement in length and
luse: » will add to its market value,

A cross of middle wool —~say Southdown, Shropshire,
cte., will add greatly to the quality of the meat, some-
what less, thuugh considerable, to its quantity ; will
thicken somewhat the fleece, and give it slight additional
weight, without adding much to its value per pound.

A cross of the American Menno, will make a marked
improvement 1n flecco—adding to all 1t2 desiralle charac-
teristics, except that of length, The weighy, in many in-
stances, will be doubled, whie in any other than an
anomalous condition of the market, the value per pound
will be somewhatincreased. The size of carcass will not be
mcreased, though its compactness and symmetry of out-
lIine will be greatly improved. )

With the average farmer the more satisfactory results
will be sccured by a cross with the long-wool breed, or the
fine wools. The one will show 1ts chief improvements in
the carcass, the other in the fleece—though the merits of
nerther will be confined to these promiment charactenstics.

As a rule, the least satisfactory results wall be derived
from a cross with the *‘Downs'’—this, not from any de-
fect in the breed, per se, but rathor from less diversity in
size in the one, and character of flecce in the other. Shccg
from this cross may reasonably be expected to withstan
the hardships, sometimes privation, incident to the lut
of the flock when compelled to work its living off the
average farm, with better results than would be re-
alized from a long-wool cross similarly treated—and, for

{ of the vines and peas.

and putting 270 Jbs. weight upon each animal,  This made
his corn bring him 420, per bushel, and he had hogs fol-
lowing his cattle, which will still inerease his profits.

WeicHT or Prcs For Manrger.—It was only a few
years ago that swine breeders were vicing with cach other
for the greatest weight of carcass; but this 1s now all
changed. Hogs that will weigh 500 pounds sre sold at a
less price per pound than thosc of 250 to 300 pounds. The
market in England has long favoured hght weights.  Lon-
don is chictly surp]icd with pigs of less than 200 pounds
weight  And this tendeney of the market to pigs, well
fatted, but of small weight, 18 yust what the farmer should
encourage, for it is exactly in the line of his interest, 1t
costs more to make the second hundred pounds of a pi
than the first, and still more to make the third hundrec
peunds, and so every pound added becomes more expen.
sive.— Wallace's Monthly.

Peas ror Catrie - A, W. Stokes, Hernando, Miez.,
says: I have fur years kept fatter cows and had mero
milk and butter, and for less money, than anybody I %know
of. First—TI sow peas broadcast, three pecks to a bushel

¢r acre, tn the month of May, harrowing them in after

reaking the ground well; then, in September, I pull
them up just when a few begin to dry, and make hay out
1 get from 4,000 to 5,000 pounds
per acre of hay that is eaten by cattle and hurses as
cagerly as 1f 1t were the best clover. Pulling upis far
preferable to mowing, as cattle seem to love the roots bet.
ter than the tops, and it is said to be more nutritious. No
manuring 18 necessary, and one acre tn sowed peas 1s worth
six of fodder.

Raw v. Cookep Roots as Foop ror CaTTiE.—Dr, E.
Wolff, a German chemust, resmrw tho following experi-
ments 1n feeding roots to cattle.  Two cows were experi-
mented on, which together weighed 1,630 Ibs.  They re-
ceived daily, during the whole tune, 8} 1b. of hay, 31 ih.
of oat straw, 4% 1Ib. rapeseed cake, 43 Ib. of lentil straw,
and the roots mentioned in thic following table, which also
gives the weight of butter and milk produced in the several
cases .—

] .
8 1A,
3 -3 o1 L]
Weck of Experiments :§ ‘g .35 3§
el A A

= 2

5

R TR
First, Raw beet 2p | 2183 } si S0
Second, raw potatocd.. ..ave rveee of 824 22 [ 42
Third, cuvked beet . 1% 288 Oi S0
Fourth, cooxed potatoes v ! sk )2y 9 o7

From the above 1t will bo seen that cooked potatocs greatly

‘¢ roughing 1t,” would prove nearly equal to tho resuits ot
the Merino cros. .

In view of these considerations, added to some minor

off*. 1t was less painful, he added, to the sheop to cuy

-

mcreased the butter, without adding so much to the
volume of the mulk as raw ones, which'made the milk of a
I thin and watery appearance.— £Eng. Ag Gazelte.



