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lucrative possibilities nay entice sonme of the
Quebec legisliators into adopting the profession
of mining informers, in which case tliey will

perhaps do less harn than by enacting such per-
iicious laws.

Finally, our objections may' be summied up in
a query tliat conmes to us fron London, " Wliat

is the Quebec Governient trying to do ? Does
it want to kill the mîining industry ?"

Nova Scotia Coal Trade, 189o.

Complete returns of the Nova Scotia Coal
trade for the year î8oo, have not yet coue to
hand. Enouli, hovever, is known to allow it
to be said tliat the increase over previotis years
is satisictory. 'hie Cape Breton Collieries
iearly all increased their output, the Sydney

colliery, of the General Mining Association,
standing at the head with a total sales of 15z,-
681 tons. Generally spcaking there was a vaint
of coal cutters and this was specially
felt in the Carly part of the fall. 'lie mines
are preparing for a brisk season's work next
year, levels and slopes arc heing driven in
advancc, and it is expected that coal wvill soon
be dug and banked ont in readiness for the
shippmig season. 'lie Gardiner Colliery at
Bridgeport, which lias been closed for about ten
years, is being refitted and will be added to the
list of producers nle.t season. It is reported
that it will be cquipped for an average daily
output of about 300 tons. 'l'le Sydney and
Louisburg Coal Company will incrcase their
facilities for cutting and raising coal at their
Emery Colliery whicli wî'as re-opened last year,
and by the spring should be able to raise at
least .oo tons a day froi it. In Pictou County
the introduction of the Longwall system at the
Vale Colliery will allow an increased output.
The work'of opening the Albion Main Seam. b>'
the Acadia Coal Company is proceeding fav'our-
ably and will present many new features of
interest. Stanley coal heading and coal cutting
machinery are being introduced. h'lle coil from
this seam yields an admirable coke, and fifty
new ovens are being built close to the Foord

pit, and so arranîged tliat the waste gases will
heat the puip and winding cngine boilers.
The Initercolonial Company are cnlarging their
works on the second seani. At Springhill the
usual sinking and preliiiiiary work is going on,
and generally speaking the mines are in a posi-
tion to ieet any' ordinary increase in business.

So far as cani be learned the results of the
year's w'ork have been fairly satisfactory. The

prices tlat have ruled are not in ail cases pre-
ciselv ascertainable. It is understood that the

prices for Cape Breton coals have varied at
Montreal from $2.90 to $3.15 a ton', and tlat at

the saine point Pictou coals were sold in the
vicinmty of $3.60. Little Springhill coal is sold inl
Montreal. 'l'he price delivered at Springhill
Junction is said to have been $2.50.

It is worthy of note that tliere is a strong
competition at Montreal and Quebec anong the
coal brokers representing the various mining
companies, which tends to lower prices.
It is a matter of frequent reniark that, if the
Cape Breton coal companiies were to pool
their coal or employ only one seller, they could
readily realize 25 cents a ton more on their sales
in Quebec and Montreal. This would, beside
adding to their profits, allow a slight increase in
wages to tleir emîployees. In tis connection

it may be stated that at present enquires are
being made with a view to effecting a combina-
tion of the collieries at present operating in Cape
Breton. By reducing the expenses of manage-
ment, offices, laulage, etc., there is no doubt
that these compainies when amalgamated should
yield to both owners and employees far more
satisfactory results tian have yet beei possible.

'l'he operations of the past year have been
carried on without any iotewortlhy accidents.
A number of miners have been injured by faills
of roof, etc., but in many cases tleir own neglig-
ence lias contributed to the accident. The
more gascons mines have been worked with
caution, and in many cases the use of pow'der

lias been discontinued. The most noteworthy
incident connected with the coal trade auring
the past season was the ten wvet ks' strike at the

Imports of Coal by Water at the Ports of Montreal, Sorel, Three Rivers and Quebec for the Years z889 and z890.
(Authentic figures compiled for -rifu livarmw.)
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Springhill Collieries. This strike was rough
vith firmness on both sides, but the ifien gav
little cause for uneasiness to those holding pro
perty in the town. The ends obtained by th<
men as conceded by the company were calcu
lated to reiove friction in tlie future, but it îa

reported that much of the feeling expended on
the strike lias been directed against the more
systeniatic and economical management that
'vas being inauguratcd. 'hie deplorable waste
of time and money should prove a warning to
the men. They had an e.celleit Provincial
Arbitration Act to which they could have ai>.
pealed-an Act which very decidedly invitcd
their invocation as its clauses all favored the
workmnen. Il future it is to be hoped that boih
niasters and men will avail thenselves of the
advantages of arbitration.

There lias been a slight increase in the
amount of coal shipped to the United States
during the past year, principally for gas pur.
poses, owing toa deficiency in the homte supplies
for tlat purpose. 'T'le suggestion lias been
made tlat the Provincial Governient should
appoint a commission to look into the question
if reciprocity in coal would benefit the Nova
Scotia coal mines. Numerous references are
made to Ncw England iianufacturers, etc., who
are in favor of reciprocity. These people have
everything to gain by reciprocity, as it ieriins

cheaper coal to them. But on the other hand
it is not yet clear to our iminers that they will be
able to neet the Ainericai shippers wlo no
doubt will ncet tieni with a fierce coipetition,
and at the same tinie iaintain their St. Law.
rence trade against the English coal that would
comte in free of duty as ballast.

'l'le local outlook however, is reassuriig.
The demand for domestic purposes is steadily
increasing, The increase of the bunker and
steamer business forms an important item. The
Londonderry furnaces are increasing their de-
mand for coal, and the projected iron works in
Pictou County seem now fairly launched, so
tlat next summer they should mîaket heavy de.
mands upon the local collieries.
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