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FREE ﬂl"LRS' CFRTIHCAH—S.
tf Allowed to Lapsce Mnm.ml Properties Wi,
Forteited.
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Ihe Mintster of Mines has issucd o onda which
wil' be hailed as a boon by prospectors and eladm
owtiers throughout the Provinee It provides that
the Lapse of a free miner’s eertificate ~hall not entail
the forfeiture of any minceral property owned by the
holder of such certificate. The following conditions
are imposed upon any mining company o individua)
who shall omit to renew its or s certificate on the
date of its expiration,

Forthwith upon ascertaining the expiry of the
certificate to obtain o new o to hle with the re
corder and post in the recorder’s oflice a notice of
intention to apply Jor reliel: within thirty diys of
<uch filing, transmit to the Minister of Mines the
followiny documents and fee:

A statwtory declaration setting forth the circum-
stanees of such omission, with full particul i~ of the
mining properties hield by the applicant which wouid
be affected with forfeiture.

A certificate under the hand of the cold commis.
sioner or mining recorder of cach division whercin
any of the said properties is situate that notice has
been posted, and that 1o records cother than those
mentioned in the said certificate, if any ) adverse to
the applicant’s interest in the said properties have
heen made by him during the time in which the ~aid

applicant was not in possession of a valid existing
free miner™s certificate.

Adeclaration by the applicant or his agent duly
cogmizant of the location on the ground of the ap-
plicant’s properties, and the other factsaffecting the
cse; that he has searched the records of cladms e
corded during the interval the applicant was in
default, and that such claims do not ¢exeept as may
be therein stated ) conflict with or overlap auy of the
propertivs of the applicant,

The sum of five dollars,

The Minister of Mines may thereupon give in-
stiuetions for the alteration of the date of the
applicant’s free miner's certificate so as to conform
with the date of the expiration of the Iapsed certif-
iate, and may also give instructions for such

amendnient to be made to the records affected as |

may be considered requisite, and any such relief may
be partial as to properties in respeet whereof relief
is given, »o as to save adverse rights aequired during
default of the applicant.

This very desirable change will put an end tomuch
thratened claim jumping,

EXTENSIVE WORK AT THE LE ROL

The main shaft of the Le Roi mine is now hicing
atended to the 700 ft. level, 2 work wineh wiil be
completerd about lhc end of January.,  The extended
shaft will then be the deepest vertical opening in
the Rossland Camp.
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LE R()l SHI‘LTER

The Northport smielter is now under roof, and
practically finished, with the exception of the cal-
ciie futnees. T will start up some time before
the Company's present contract with the Trail
stmelter is comypdeted, and the Le Roi will then treat
all its ore at the Northport smelter. It will be
remembered that the erection of this smelter to
treat Rosshand ores on the other side of the inter-
iational houndary line at Northport caused the now
Lapsed agitation in favor of an export duty on Can-
adian precious metal ore.

TO STOP BOGUS LOCATIONS.

The Golden Era savs: *We are glad to hear
from Mr  Griffith, our Gold Commissioner, that
heis determined 1o stop as far as possible the prac-
tice of bozus locations, and no consideration what-
ever shown to people who have been making a
practice of staking ground and keeping it idle, re-
staking it from time to time in the names of other

L persoits so s to enable them o hold it vear after

vear without deveiopment,  This sort of thing has
been the curse of the mining industry and ought to

be stopped.

BOUGHT FROM THE SHERIFF.

My} McCreath, of the Hamilton-Rossland Gold
Mining Co.. has bought out at a sherilf™s sale five
clainis on Ford Mountain, near Nelson, and kuown
as the Dalight, Weodstock, Calgary, Balmoral and
Atlantic.  Some S3.000 have been expended on the
praperty, and the purchaser believes that he has
bought solid value.  Some of the surface ore from
the group has, it is stated, assayed up to S6o a ton.

NANAIMO'S FUREIGN COAL SHIPMENTS.

The forcign coal shipments of the Nauaimo dis-
trict  amounted in November to 57,962 tons, as
compared with 50,907 tons in September. Nearly
all went to California, though a few shipments in
all were sent to points in Washington State and one
small shipment to Portland Oregon. There was
also a ~hlpnluul ol 1413 tons to Honolulu.
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