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The C ath()HCA

{7 All letters and remittances are to
be forwarded, free of postage, o the Edi-
tor, the Very Rev. Wm. P McDonald,
Hamilton.

“THE CATHOLIC.

Hamilton, G.D.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 19.

To prevent the Editor of the Church
from writing ignorantly on Ir'puLOENGES
—an article of the Catholic Faith, with
winch he scems to be unacquainted—we
agaun subjoin, for his better information,
what here follows on that subject.

\We may observe to him, however, that
there were, if there are not now, similar
grants of Indulgencesin his own church 5
such as—** Aay person guilty of notorious
scandal, in @ parish or rectory, was sub-
jected, on public days of worship, to stand
an object of shame before the corgrega-
tion.”—The Penance was nevertheless
commuted by the Pastor, upon the delin-
quent paying a sum of money to the poor;
1 coatribuung to the repair and ercclion
of places of worship ; or for any other pi-
ous undertaking.—And why not? as St.
James says, ** Chanity covers a multitude
of eins.”

Your sister Church, the Scoteh Kisk,
follows the same discipline at the present
day.

INDULGENCES.

Protestants deny he Catholic doctrine
of Indulgence, without knowing, or choos-
ing to know, what that dottrine reallyis;
but, as usual,taking {or granted the studied
mistepresentations made of it by their
crafty reformers, who found it their tem-
poral interest to mislead the publics they
have been even brought to believe the
wicked absurdity that the Cathiolic Indul-
gences are bue so many licences granted
to commit sin. 1t is traly wonderful that
they, who believe nothing o2 so great an
authority as the unammous and never
varying testimony of the whole Catholic
Church; so readily believe every thing
agaiast her, even the most obvior; and
paipable fulschocds, on the bare word of
any one known to be her adversary. Their
credulity on the side of crror is as ac-
countably great, as their incredulity, and
avession 1o know the truth. Under the
blindfolding influence of the spirit of er-
ror, they cxhibit 1o the cye of the un-
prejudiced observer, an awful spiritual
phenomenon ; their dread of being made
acquainted with the real doctrines of the
Catholic Churchi ; and their bold and un-
blushing misrepresentation of them 5 Yas-
pheming, as Saint Peter says, the things
whichi they know not,—2 PET. i 12.—and
« of which they are wilfully ignorant; ib.
ch. iii. verse 5.

An induigence then, in the Catholic
sense,is only the commutation of a greater,
more difficulty or longer lasting penance,
cnjoined for past trangressions,into a less,
moro practicable, or skorter onc; as the
spiritual director fram his knowledge of the
disposition, situation and  circumstaices of|
the penitent, sces firtest to prescribe. .

In the rigid discipline of the piimilive

Church, long lesting, severe humiiating
penances were prescribed § pullie, ale
ways for public and scandalous offonces ;
private for privato ones. Thele penances,
public or private, were often prudently
shortened, or changed into casier performe
ances ; sometimes wholly remitied j as in
the case of the incestuous Corinthian, on
account of his extrome sorrow and vdifying
repentance ; 1 Cor. v.—2 CoR., iiv 5.—
Noxw every such diminution, commutation
or remission of the temporal punishment
for past sin, is an indulgence; atotal re-
mission is what is cafled a plenary indul-
gence

But all such penances, enjoined by the
proper authority, are binding and obliga-
tory ; otherwise the Saviour’s declaration
to kis pastors, * whose sins you shall re-
tain, they arc retained; JonN xx. 23,~—
was vain$ and that, in particular made to
his chicf pastor,—** to thee will I give the
keys of the kingdomof heaven ; and what-
soever thou shall bind on earth shall be
bound also in heaven ; Mar. xvi, 19, If
then what is thus Jound, is not loosed in
this life, either by the cxeet fulfilment of
thie penance enjoined s or by the indul-
gence graated by the binding authority 5 &
ponishment proportioned to the penance
enjoined here remains to be endured here.
afier. .

corrpeting vod. Such she is forced to loave
expirsed to the full measure of their pun-
ishmient heteaftor 3 a punishment fur ex-
ceeditg all that we can imagine endurable
in this present lifes For *it isa dreadfu)
thing," says St. Paul, **10 full into the
hands of the living God;” Hrp. x 38—
Whereas, as the samo Apustle tells us, *if
we judgo and tondemn ourstlves now, we
shall not be judged and coudemned hero

dfter 4 1 Con. xi. 31, Such is the Cathos
lic doctrine of Indulgence., 1t is besides
an articlo of the Catholic fuith, that in
oruer to receive (e benefit of an Indul-
gence, one must bo *in the state of grace:"
for ait *“in the state of mortal sin,” aro
encmics of God ; and God owes nothing
to his eneinics, but punishmonts  All such
must then avail themselves of the means
afforded them in the Church of Christ, of
effecting with their offended Goda thor-
ough reconciliation. This,as every Catho-
lic knows, can never be accomplished but
by a sincgro repentance ; which supposes

a real sorrow for our sins; a resolution
never t¢ commit them more ; a renuncia-
tion of our evil habits 5 a reparation of all
injurics done to our neighbour; ond a
humble, true and full confession of our
guilt to our spiritual director ; by whose
counsel wo are bound to abide. This
duty concluded,witha worthy communion,

But with *the heys of the kingdon of
heaven,™ is granted to the chief pastor the
power 10 open® as well as * to shut; to
loose as well as ** to bind™; to forgive ns
well as ¢tto retain sin.”’
discretionary power, granted by Jesus
Christ to his pastors, that theChurch avails
herself, under the constant guidance pro-
mised her of the Holy Ghost, for the
spiritual advantage and final safety of her
children. She relaxes therefore, though
reluctantly, the primitive holy rigour of
her penances; which in the present Juke-
warm state of the world, would frighten
from her communion too largo a portion of
mankind ; who, to avoid **the temporal
punishment®® here, would thus incur ¢ the
cternal” hereafier. She uses thus, like a
tender mother. the saving power granted
her by her divine spous?, of screening her
dear childrea at any rate from “the wiath

as it were, out of the fire ; having mercy
on others in fear 3 hating also the spotied
garment, which is carnal,” JupE, 23
and substitutlng, instead of her former
rigorous penances, which lasted often for
years, and corresponded with the immense
fervour and zeal of her carlicst offspring ;
more lenicnt and practicable duties o
obedience ; for as it was by **disobedience’
and * sinful selfinduigence,” that we fell
from God 3 so it is by *¢obedience” and
usclf-denial” that we <an ever hope torise
to him again 3 and hence we aro ussured
in Scripture that “obedience is better than
sacrifice 37 1 Kings xv. 22,

of obedience, she spares the weakness
of the weak ; and inflicts her wholesomo
soverities only on the strong ; whom she
thereby transmits into cternity, and do-
livers up to divino justice, with loss 0
endure, and shorter accounts to render,
than those who shrink here from hier mild

It is then of this!

to come:? Turss. i. 10.—¢Pulling them, |

Relying therefore on the saving virtue;

which is usually enjoined or recommended,
and the cxact fulfilment of what oiher
goods works are prescribed, as the condi-

| tions of cbtaining an indulgence, wilt sc-

cure to us all the advantages of one 5 and
thercfore confession and communion com-
| monly make part of the conditions on which

jsuch a spiritual favour is granted. Is

there ought in all this encouraging to sin,
as has been asscried by the lying re-
formers ?

This granting of Indulgence is one of
the many ways Ly which, during the pre-
sent seasen of merey and grace,the Church
applics the purifying and sanctifying effi-
cacy of “the Saviour’s atonement to the
sonls of hexr obedie it and dutiful children.
That this, or any other of her sazred in-
stitutions. may be abused, none will deny.
Must then tho inditution itself, when
abused, be rejected? Or is the Charch
to be blamed for the infringement of her
precepts ?

The indulgence granted for contribuiing
towards the building of St. Peter’s Church
in Rome,was Luther’s first pretended plea
for quarrelling with the Pope; and the oc-
casion of his apostacy from the faith. Ile
began by railing against that particular
Indulgenze ; the preaching up of which
bad been transferred fiom the monhs of
his order, the Augustinians, to those of the
Institute of St. Dontinic. He nextattack-
cd the general doctrine of Indulgence; and
then continuing fo pull down article by
article, the whole Catholic faith; proclaim-
ed his work of ruin “ta glorious reforma.
tion :” his random negatives, his loose and
! contradictory ravings, a fairer scheme of,
Christianity, than any hitherto existing, or
henceforth imaginable.  Yet what rational
Christian, but must own that the undertak-
ing,for which this Indulgence was granted,
was propcr, pious, praiseworthy and meri-
torious 1 ‘The building of the temple by

Solomon ; and the robuilding of it by E ¢
dras, were undertakings, as the Scripturo
shows, praised and v~ varded by God him-
himself.  And is the building of atemple
to the sumo God by the converted nations
less deserving of his approbation? Was
it not becoming the Christian world to rear
such @ monument to the glory of thy Mes-
sioh ; who, disowned and rejected by the
Juws, was received and worshipped by che
Gentiles?  To erect on the ruins of idola-
tryy lnid prostrate in her own warring capi-
taly an illustrious trophy to the victorious
Prince of peace? To bid his blessed
banner bLe displayed; the cross, his royal
standard, bo exalted on tho remarkable
spot, where Peter, his cliief Apostle. and
deputed champion, had beaten down the
proud imperial standard of Satan; the
gory ensign of Mars, the slaughtering As-
ADDON ; the Destroyer?

THE CHURCIH OF DFGLAND
YLW RISIOP OF JYLERUSA.
LEX; OR

The Cat lot out of the Bag.

In the first No. of our paper, wo had
an article entitled ¢ The secret of Pusey-
ism disclosed;” shewing the design of
the Anglican Bishaps to engraft their na-
tiond] episcopal sect on the Greek schis-
matical one. It would scem that the king
of Prussin,as a party in their plan has ad-
vanzed Fifteen Hundred Pourds towards
the realization of this project. As the
religion of his State is 2 Lutkeran Epis-
copal one, he might be so far induced tor
join in this scheme from his religious bias
to,Protestant Episcopacy ; though notim-
probably, as many conjecture, more from
State poley than religious conviction.—
Bo that as it may, our Parliament Clergy
are cxulting at the sceming chance of
thus widening the noyrow horders of their
insulated Zion—of * enlarging the plece
of her tent—of streiching out the skins
of lier tabernacle—of lengthening her
cords and strengthening her siakes, so
«hat she may pass on to the right hand
andto the left”—Is.lvi. Well, as the
saying is, ‘“better late than never'—if
it be not already too late—{for this prophe-
cy concerning the only church of Christ,
hus been visibly verified many hundred
years before ever there was such a'thing
known in the world as the exclusively
national Church of England, difiering
from all others in its doctrines and disci-
pline, and ucknowledging no other head
on carth but the man, woman, cr child,
who happens to be born and acknowledg-
¢d the British sovereign.  But now its
members begin to loathe the name of
ProTESTANTS, whichrthey took to them-
sclves in common with all dissentient sec-
taries, and in opposition to that of Catho-
lic, which at present they would fain u-
surp. Yet, cre this be done, they must
show the wosld in what sense they are
truly Catholic ; that is, as overy linguist
knows, Unreensat.  ls their church tho
sole universel one, cithor as to time of
place, and its head, our gracious queen,
the only visiblo head of the universal
charch? True, but oncoe united with the
Episcopal Lutherans and Greek schisma-

i

sics ; when, contrary 1o national compacty




