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«d them, he would not perhaps have been
rermiuéd to re-cnter Spain, and, to, ter.
minate hin life " peacefully in his own
oountrys A

Such was Llorente, a traitor to his
countey, and probably to his religion ;
who tried to play off, in Spanish affairs,
the'same part thatTalleyrand did in those
of France, but failed for want of Ais go-
rius. He was in Spain the counterpart
of Fra Paolain Lialy, and of Courayer und‘
Du Pin in France.—Could we expect an
impartial history of the SpanishIuquisition
from such a man? He alers texts to
suit his own purposes, and gives us only
bis own words for most of his state-
ments. ‘To show how little his assertions
are to be selied on, in a pamphlet publish-
od in Parisin 1838, ho boldly asserted
that between the years 1700 and 1808,

the Spanish Inguisition had immolated at;

tho stake no less than fifteen hundred and
seventy-eight victims.  This is not only
a gross.exaggeration, but a manifest mis.
statement.(11) ‘Since the accession of
the house of Bourbon to the Spanish.
throne in 1709, it would be difficult to
prove that one victim was so immolated,or
suffered.capital punishment in any other
way, through tho agency of the Inquisi-
tion ; and neither Llorente nor any other
man has (urnished proofs to the contrary.
During this.period, and for a long time
previous, the chief inmates of the Inqui-
sition were state prisoners guilty of high
politica! misdemeanors, who had either
accuscd themselves of imaginary crimes
against religion, to avoid the greater ri-
gors of the civil courts, or had been semt
there by the Spanish Governmentinorder
1o prevent the eclat of a public trial.—
The torrible Inquisition thus became little
mors, under the Bourbon. dyrasty in
Spain, than a department of the police.
Among the writers who have defended
the Spanish Inquisition, besides the Abbe
De Vayrac mentioned above, Count e
Maistre,, (12) and La  Cordare, (13) are
the most distinguished. ‘The works of
both these conspicuous men are already
before the American public, and it is un-
necessary io offer much comment upon
them, La Cordaro devotes two chapters
of his work 1o the Inquisition, of which
hio treats ouly in its connection with his
main subject, the defenee of the order of
St, Dominic. He adduces few facts or
arguments, which had not been already
ably handled by De Maistre, whos~ work
has been considered by many as the best
which has ever appeared on the subject.
Its chief fault is {ts brevity. We rise
from its perusal with a desire to know
more. Pechaps 100, the author has ins
dulged: rather too much in philosophic
speculations,and has,advanced some prin~
ciples for the defence of the odious tribu-

‘11, Mr. Prescott detects many gross Listo-

rical inaccuracies in Llorente, unconnected
with the Inquisition, in painting which,. ac-
cording to him, he was never at fault ! Sce
Preacott, wol. i, p. 188, xors : vol. ii, p. 1C8,
XOIE. )
" 12. In bis " Letters on the Spanish Inquisi.
tion,” repoblished with the vxcellent ‘notes
andillustrations of Dr. Fletcher, in. the Be.
ligioss Cabinet, 3. €., the first volume of this
Magizine.

ject which we have ever scen, is an es-

pal, which its onemies would searcely & -l(l!)) a very dark picture of its forms

mit. K Had he been less apparently solicis of tho prosumptive proofs of Judaism, of
us the various forms of tortures, and of the

tious to dofend every thing connected
awful ' autos da fe,"” giving only thosa

with the Inquisition, and had be given up
certain things, which are wholly indefens | details which wero calculated to make

sible, his work would have carried with the institution appear odious, and mixing
it n greator appearance of condor and! up with his account of the oz'ginal Jnquisi-
plausibility. Catholicity never can be in- tion established by Ferdinand and Isabella,
jured by tho truth. Thero is also occa~ ' many forms and abuses,®which, if they
sionally a cerlain vagueness, and some- ever existed at all, certainly belong to a
thing that savors uf inconsistency. Thus, much later period. To rake the Catho.
for example, in his lnst lctier, he says, lc church appearin u much more odious
$The tribunal of the Inguisition is purc-'light in the wholo matos, (20) he says,
ly royal,” and yet a litle further on, he, that the Roman Pontiff, Sixtus 1V, was
remarks, quoting from the reports of the moved to the publication of his fiest bull
Cortes ; ** Whese tribunals (of the quuisi-' regardimg the Inquiston, in 1478, by
tion) are thus at once ecclesiastical and « the sources of wealth and mfluence which

royal,” &c. Ie meant to say what the, yhis measure opened to the court of Rome.”
truth of histery warrants, that of thotwo! i 10co charges most of the others

tribunals of the Inquisition the royal is may be reduced. ‘Theso are the shades 3

predominant, and genorally paramount "\l endeavour 1o extilit some of the
in (ts authority ; but it would have been

) o ; ltho hights of the picture, The rest of
better torhme been mol:c ltfxphcln\tl. ' \V.l‘h j his articlo will accordingly present very
th.ese defects the wezk of De Maistre 'S, summary proofs of the threo following
still excellent, and no one can peruse jt

. oo ... | propositions, which it will be seen are
mth'out thinking bett::r of t.he ’nqu's'"o""d:ametncally opposed to ihe assertion of
‘The best compendious view of the sub. .
EMr. Prescottr  Andi alteram partem.

say by John Murphy, inserted ina lntc‘ 1 .T}w Spanish Inquisition was a poli-

work published b bin; ia London (14)qlxcalmslilulion, and the vesult of extravrs’
P by s e dinary political circumstances,

Buta full, fair, and extensive history of 1 . Y ,

tio Inquisition—one that might by its 2. lts orueltics have been grea'ly exag-

learning serve as an antidote 1o those'gcmlcd'

I . k3 ]
of Limborch and Liorcate, is still a dew! 3. The Catholic Church is not respon
sideratum to our Catholic literature.

ltl:ible Sor the institution itself, much less'
requires the extensive learning and pa-

1 for ils ubuses real or alleged.
tient rescarch of a Dr. Lingord, ora Dr.| Itrequires but a slight acquaintance |

- e e e

and roligious ordors woro established-by '

the Christians for the redemption of these
captives. Tho war thus assumed a reli.
gious cast, and the military orders of St,
lugo, of Calatrava, aud Aleantara, wore

established among the Spaniards to keep

up the crusado against tho ensmics of

their country and of their religion.
e e———

Pcrsecution of the Jews.

M O’Conngrr's Orinion.  Wo pub-
lished the other day an edict promulgated
by the Holy Inquisition of Anconiu against
the Jews~Some anonymous correspondent
having written to Mr. Jumes Hav, hton on
the subject, he requested Mr. O’Conueli’s
opinion, which is given in the subjuined
letter :—

Merrion-Square,Aug. 25th, 1843,

My pear vriexp.—X am sure Ido not
know whether the edict, purporiing to

emanate from what is called the Inquisition

of Ancona, be a genuine document or a
fabrication ; yet, from some expressions

in it, I havea strong conviction that it is,

at least in part, fabricated. But you may

be sure of two things, first that 1 detest its

cruelly towards Jews as much as you Go 5

and that 1, as a Catholic, am as free 10
condemn it as you are.

{fit be geavine,
it must have the sanciion of the law-makers
at Ancon . whoeverthey be 1 and its whole
force of authority arises from those law-
makers, ard is binding—1liat is, so for as
an unjust law can be said to be binding—
upon those persons only «who are subject
to those law-makers. By the word, *¢ bin-

Wisoman, to dispel the clouds which ' With Spanish history to be convinced of ' ding,"I meantt binding by legal authority®”
have hung around that tribunal for cen~' the fact, that the Inquisition in that couns  anly ; and by no means obligatory on con-

turies, and to present to the world, in the try was an instrument of state policy, ,science to them, but quite *he reverse.

terse ond condensed style of the one, or employed under circumstances of highi
the copious and Juminous details of the political excitement. The causes whichI
othor, such a history as the importance of ; led to its establishment had been sieadily
the subject demands. operating for nearly eght hundred years,

Yet enough has been already publish-}1n 741, the Saracens had invaded Spain,
ed to enable us to detect many of the in~, seized upon its finest province, driven
nccuracies of Mr.  Prescott, in his hislothe original, inhabitants into the moua.
ry of the ** Modern Inquisition” in Spain, | tains of the Austrins, and fastencd a gall-
To attempt to roview all of his statements | ing loreign yoke upon the neck of a -
in detail, would swell this article to nn‘lherlo freo people. But the Spaniards
unwarrantable length; we will confine | did not tamely submit to foreign oppres-
ourselves to ccnain general eroncous|sion: with the stera unyiclding perseves
views, which pervade the entire history, | rance which belongs to ilieir natinnal
¢over the whole ground of the controves- | character, they mai"‘“i"ed. the uncqual
~v, and include the minor inaccuracics, |contest with the encmny which had over-
We have alrcady endeavored to trace the| powered them and crushed their liberties.
sources of these errors in the authors
whom he has chicfly followed.

Mr. Prescott views the Inquisition as a

From the courcil held by the fugiive
Spanish chicfs in the cave of Cavador.go,
in 711, to the conquest of Grennda in
religious, and not as political institution ; 1492, the great struggie for the mastery
(15) ascribes its establishment, notwith- | continued between the two races with but
standing the repugnance of Isabella, 10 linle intermission. Never, was there a
the importunities of the clergy, (18) ard|contest for so leng a continuance, or
the fanaticism of the people, demanding: which resulted in & politicol hatred <o
the sacriﬁce ofthe jC\VS, lhl’OUgll SClﬁih!dccp and nblding, It was a civil and a
motives and religious hutred of that race; bosder war, between two races which
{(17)and he more than intimates that the could never. nmalgamate, because kept
tribunal,with ull its laws and proceedings, | . oynger by difiorent rehigions, dificrent
wasbut a carrying out of the principles: o rynoraments, and different interests —
of the Catholic Church. (18) He presents‘ oy Spaniards wore fighting for thor i-

14. * A compendium of modern gecgraphy, berties—{or their firosides, and their al-
1. vol. 8vo. p_363. tars ; the Saracans sought to annihilste

15. Vol. 1; p. 245, xore. At least he as. e
serts thisin r’cgard to,th Inguisition establish. | 10 08¢, 8nd pollute and desecrate the
ed.in Castile, other. All prisoners taken in war by the

16. Vol. p. 248,250, ct scq.. lauter were sold snto bondage in dorocceo.
17. See Ibid. pp. 243, 244, ct seq. | .,_

14. ¢ Apology for the order of St. innin-:

i;* 38mo,.p. 142.

" 18; Pp. 945,249, and passim throughout = 19 P. 255, ot seq. .

the chapter. " 20. P 248.

Oue 1hing is quiie clear, that your an.
onymous correspondent would. persecute
Catholics if he had tho power j which
thank God ! he has not.9dow ignorant
the creaturo must be of the history of per-
secution which has been superemisently
a Protestant praciice, infinitely beyond
the practice of that erime by Catholics.
—He is also brutally ignorant notio
know that it was Catholics who fust,
since what is called the reformation, es
tablished freedom of conscience ; and that
Protestant states liave not yet ceased to
persecute Catholics, and, indeed, Protest-
ants also if the latter were not precisely of
the same sort of Protestants as themse!ves.
I bulieve that there is no Catholic counry
at present in existence in-which thereis
any law in furce for the-persecuiion of
Protesiants. 1 am convinced thero is not.
Then, as 10 Ireland, the contrast between
Piotestants undCatholics is most disgrace-
ful 10 Protestantism, and most glorious to
Catholizity. The penal.Jaws were a dis-
grace to human nature, and wzre duubly
30 because inflicted: in  the most palpable
violation of a solemnareaty. And there is
this cruelty in  addition—-that Protestant
bigotry,.no longer able to slaughter our
puersons indulges its maliguity, in the en~
deavour rautderour reputations.

You aud X, my dear {niend, have this
consolation—that we concur in delestation
‘of slavery of every kind memial and cor-
poral, aud, above all, that we detest any
violation of the rights of eonscience, and,
wm particular, evedyspeciis of prisecitioqp.
—In haste beliove me 10 bey.ou st truly
yours, . .

) Danize. O'Cenxrrr.

James Haughiton, Esg., &c.
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