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A Journal devoted to the interes's of Freema-
ronry, is published monthly, by Bro. Hill.

No. 2 Place d’Armes, Montreal.

It contains the most interesting new relative
to the craft, report of the Grand Lodges, &c.,
while the original articles coming as they do
from the pens of Brothers of known ability,
as Masonic writers, will, we trust, be found
both interesting and instructive. All com-
munications on Masonic subjerts, jurispra-
Jdonce, exchanges, &c., must be address to
Dr. Cunynghame, Eduor of the Canadian
Freemason, and onall other mattersconnected
with the journal to the pubhsher.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION .
$1.00 per annum if paid in advance, $1.50 if
paid three raonths after the time of subscribing.
To those of our subscribers who are mn ar-
rears, we would call their attention to our
terms, $1.00 at time of subscribing or $1.50
at the end of three months.

All questions, relating to the order itself or
Masonic Jurisprudence should be addressed
to tho Editor, all matters of business to- the
Publisher.

SHE PRESENT STATE OF MASONI(,
SCIRNCE IN GREAT BRITAIN.

———

BV RRV. GEORGE OLIVER, D.D,

(Continued from No, 5, Page 34.)

Bur the most distinguishing glory ol Freema-
sonty is Chanity ; which, indeed, ‘constitutes the
peculiar charactensuc of the age n which we live
Public inshitutions for benevolent purposes have
sprung upan every metropolis ind provineal town
throughout the world; and there 15 no class of
destitation which 15 now unprovided with a retréat,
where their sorrows are assuaged and thetr wants
supplicd. The good Samantan 1s _cverywhere
atwork. In this pointof view, also, Freemasonry

-

" must be regarded as the 2gent of unbounded good !

To i's male and female orphan schools, aud” fund
of benevolence, which have long bren in acuve’
and beneficial operation, we have added not ouly 4
an asylum for the worthy aged and decayed mem-
bers of the Frateraity, and an annuity tund for the l
henclit of the same class of destitute persous, but
a projected establishment for the permanent sup-
pori of the widows of indigent Freemasons has
Léen tuootedin Grand Lodge, with tue best wishes ,
of the Craft for its happy termination; and I'do
not entertain the slightest doubt butat wall ulti-!
mately be accomplished. In addition to all these,
noble nstitutions, we have private Masonic funds
for benevolent purposes in many of the Lodges
both of the old 2nd new world.

These details will clearly evince the clauns
which Masoniy Las on the cowmunity at large ,

i
and “that the active part she has sustained iu for-
warding the benevolent enterprises by which the
present age s distinguished, ments  pubiic appro-
bation. We appeai to be on ihe eve of some
great and orgamc changes; whether for good or
evil, the Great Architect of the Omiverse can only
determine. But it behoot es Freemasonry to take
such steps in the great drama of hife, as to secure,
ol it be pussible, the pred. auwaace of good, She
ought to accupy the foren ¢ rauk in the wotk of
amelioration, to watch ov  the best interests of

the public, and endeavor to prevent the incon- '

siderate fand unwary frc n being misled by the
false glitter of unsound theoriés on the one hand,
and hollow professions on the o‘hér, which are
sure to termina‘e 1n disappointment and disgrace.
and perhaps in consequences of a much more
serious nature

If Freemasousy does not thus exert the.influence
she undoubledly. possestes for the benefit of
humanity, her social clamms will be nullified, and
ner preteasions pronounced to be an empty boast,
It is yuite clear, from a _onsidisation of the upi-
form and gradua! alterations and improvements ;n
the details of "Speculative Fretmasonty by sue-
cessive Grand Lodzes, that it was néver intended
to be stationary. The science had no preseribed
lectures befote the sevival in 1717, bat every
Master of a Lodge exhorted his brethreato tke
practice of moral virtue, in short and extem- -
poraneous addresses, aécotding 10 his own capacity,
and adapted to the comprehension of the brethren
and ‘the state of the Lodge. An old Masonic
manuscript of the tenth century, asis sunposed
which may be found in the OId Royal Libnty in
the British Museum, containsample diréétions for
this purpose. It strongly recomimends. the breth-
ten to offer up their prayers:tegulatly 16 God
through Christ; to do their duty each other, and

to be constant n their at'endance on the divine
services of the church. [t concludes by advism,

Play thou tiot but with thy peres.

Ny tell thou not al that thow heses,

Dyskever thou not thyn owne decde.

For no merye, ny for no mede :

With fayr speche thou myght have thy wylle

\\'ilhoh)'l thou mygh: thy ‘selven spy lle.

. * L d »
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-Cryst then of hys hye grace,

G{:}vc Kow bontr?u \vgtug and ’smcc.

Wel thys boke «0 conne and rede

Heven to have for yowre mede!

Amen! Amen! So mote hiyt e,

Say we so alle per charyte

In the Lansdowne MS. in the Briush Muscuwn
—Burleigh Papers, N. 98, Art. 38—we huve ano-
ther specimen of this moral teackumy, which tsof
grent anliquity. The Master 1s theie direcied,
*“in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
to be true to God and holy Church, and to use no
error or heresy; to bea true liege msn to the
king, and to do to every brother ashe would hke
to be done to himself, That he shall keep iruly
all thie council of 'the Lodge or of the Chamber:,
be no toief ; true o the Master ; and call- his fel-
lows by no oiher name ihan ‘brotber.. That e
-hall- not irjure or pollute his bruthei's wife or.
daughter; and shall honestly -pay for eierything.
‘he has.>® co T e
The cathiest authorized lectores which 1 have.

.met With were compiled trom such ancieat docue
.ments as these, and arranged ina catechetical
Jform by Desaguliers and Anderson, as carly as
'1720. And.this form was adofted because. 1t wag
‘considered 10 be mare usefulin assistng the me-
-moty, and affording,an efficient remedy against.
forgetfulnésg and want of atlention than.any otber.,
‘plan. " The questions and, answers,are stort .and,
‘comprebensive, -and” contain .a brief..digest.of the
‘zeneral principles of the; Craft;.as.it.was .under~,
‘stood at that period,, The. first, lecturo: eatended;
lo- ‘lgc‘gr({)al'est; length,. sbut the: replies; yvere,
‘circumseribed avithinTal very nariow .compass. .
Jwas shorfer, .and .tbe thid,. called,

-

Thi second Was. s}
*The Master’s Part,” contained; anly seyen ques: .
tions, besides‘the explanations.ana- examipauons:.
_ 1f, -under. such an impeifect: system, Freema-
sonry. had.not been:susceptible of improvement, it.
could not have sicod its ground: durning “the rapul
progressof a tasté for refined.hterature, and:the
accomplishments of civilized‘life which distip<
#uished the beginning and middle of the ‘eighteenth

-, ¢ The samo paper contauns many other charges for the
regulation of condnct. most of which, however, may de
found in the 16th Ed. of Preston, p. 51. and see F, Q. R.
1848, p. 142



