
TRE CANADIAN PRESBYTER. 267

to.give minute directions as to the degrees of famiiy relationship, within which,
It 18 linlawful to tnarry. Our object in tiiis article is to show the nnlawfuiness

a man marrying the sister of his deceased wife; and we have no hesitation
~ serting that such a connection is prohibited by the Word of God, and there-

forecannot bc justified. This wvas adrnitted by the whole Churcli of God. tili
%ota century and a hiaîf ago; when, as new, some individuais iii high places

80ught, by special enactmnent, to give iegaiity te that which hiad befere been
8tlietiv forbidden by the universal iaw of Christian nations.

I. We shial endeavour to show, flrst, that such inarriages are forbidden by
the law of Moses. It is granted that there is no special enactmnent forbidding
8'Jeh marriages in so many words; bit their unlawfulness necessarily fohlows from
the general prineiples that are laid dow'n in the eighteenth chapter of Leviticus,

i1d repeated in the twentieth. The object of thoè first seventeen verses ojf the
eilhteeîith cbapter is te point out the degrees of consanguinity, i. e., blood rela-
tilOnslii1i; and afflnity, i. e., reiationsbip b& inarriagp, within wbich it is uniaw-
fui te marrv. Trhe sixth verse may be -ons-;idered as the key to the interpretation
'If the whole passage. There it is said, " None of you shail appreacli to any
that is near of kmn te him," &(. Frorn this, then, it is plain that the following
týErses, down to the seventecmtlî inclusive, refer te the degrees of reiationship
'ýithiî ii hicli it is iunlawfil to rnarrv, and flot te the sin of adultery, whilh is spe-
ially taken up at thotwentietlî vers-e. In thtese verses ail the prohibited DEGREES

Of 1relationship, are specified, but ail the liarticular cases whichi might occur under
each are not given. Thus, at verse sixteunth it is said, "Thon.e shiaît not uncover
theC iakedness of tliy hrother's wit'e," &c., i. e. of lier whe had been tby brothcr's

'*for of thîy brotlîei's widow. Nowv, lîcre a imanî is expressly forbidden to
1,11arry the widow of bis deceased brother, because the relationslîip is within the
ir-St deogree of affinity; and it foilows that the law must. apply equaliy to ail.

ýoare witbin the first diegree of affinity. Thus the sister of a deceased wife
ý Within the saine degree of afflnity as the wifc of a deceased brother, or, which
18 the same tiiingr, as the brother of a (leeased liusband; and, if a woîîîan may
tjOt lawfully iîîarry two brotiiers, by the saine rule a man îuay net marry
two sîsters. It is' obvions that both tiiese parties stand to eacli other in
Preciseiy the same degree of afflnity, and, therefore, it ivas net necessary to spe-
Cify both; for, if a woinan is expressly ferbiddcn to inarry' the brother of her

etased husband, byv the same rule it follows that a inin is prohibited from
Inarî'ving tlîe sister if bis deceased wife.

"The Bilble," says Symnington, " in many cases iays down general principles,
Wfithout entering, into minute details; for, te have 'stated ail flic cases which
r4ight be comprehended under every principie, wvould have been to sweil iL to a
41Ost unwieidy and exponsive size. It foiiows, tiierefore, thiat, wherever any par-
ticular case is cornprelîended under a general prohibitory lawv, it is just as much
Ptohibited as if it wcre mentioned in express ternis. Thus, thougli the prohibi-
tiOns iii this cliapter are ail addressed to thc inan, they are lby fair implication
equally binding upen the woinan; for, in God's siglit, the sexe'ýs are on a perfect

'iuality as moral beings. "For exampie, if a mîan înay not rnarry his fatber's
'kife, neither miay a woman rnarry her methler's husIlnind. Bv lie same rule,
'fa man may not niarry bis brother's wife, neitîjer inay a wornan inarry lier sister's

h an." «The oh ccl cof these iaws is te preserve pnrîty iii fiiiuilies; to re-
%Ove, as- far as possible, ail temiptation fromn those who corne into close and fa-

41iliar contact in the enleàring intimaey cf family intercourse.
1Again, in Leviticus xviii. 14, a inan is prehîibited in express ternis frein mariý

tYing the wife of' bis uncle; but surely such a connexion prusents much iess
teUnptation tlîan that whicb exists between a man andi the sister of bis wife ;
kild, as there is no blood relationship iii either case, tiiere is a still stronger


