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tlie conaideration of the objeot of our fJeans Christ. Now if any man build
institution, ana of the duties as loyal1 upon thia founation gold, silver, preci-
craftsmen we owe to it, and the world ous atones, wood, hay, atubble; every
aronnd us. This seama especially mian's work saai be made iaanifeat.-
necessary at the present tire, wihen for 'Lhe day shall declare it, because it
so many misapprehensions exiat re. ahail be revealed by fire; and. the fixe
garding both the crait ana ourselves; shal> try evary nman's viork of vihat
ana more particular]y wnith respect to sort it is. If any man's work abide
oui relations to God, Ris Ohurcli, and wihich, ha lias built thereupon, lie shah
the powers of civil society. It wiii receive a renard. If any man's workr
not be our office, therefore, at this jshahl be burned, he sha> suifer loas."
tixne to enter upon the historical re- .Aithough the language then liera is
cora of our Order, nor to dwell aulo- of a literai ana operative character,
giticalv upon its operations. The: yet its deeper meaning is figurative>
story of our dfigin lias beau often told, and speculative, and synibolie, and
ana the world, throngh. scores of a-es must ba regarad. as tlie standard of
and genarations, bias Jxnown our prac- oui niorals and the test of our sill
tice ana appreciated oux virtues, and ana fidelity. It is not liera iuferred
to, its bonor, it mnust be amitted, hI.s that vihat vie say, or profeas, can aval
beau ever reaay to vialk back-wards! us anything, but vihat vie do, is de-
and throw the cloak of charity over clared to ba the ground of our renrard,
the shorteomings and infirinities of the nieed of our approbation; in other
oui craftsmen, wisely distinguishing words, this la not our rest, our home,
between the purity of divine institu- na are laboring for other inlieritances.
tions and their hunian administration. This is not our reniard; va work for
One dlaim, ail have admitted, without, the approval. at a coming day, of the
controversy, that a bond. of union ex- Grand Master above, ana as travelars
ists among us, scattered as vie are ana sojourners in this vale of tears,
over ail lands, and respresenting, as va look for the home on higli, the
wa do ail opinions ana races, that no house not made with hands eternal in
other organization on aarth lias ever; the heavans. Before vie proceed to,
paraileled, ana to vihicli ail point as set forth, brethren, the objects of your
an axample, riglit or vrong, as they profession, and the duties involved iy
may regard it, wortliLv of ail imitation, yonr assumption of its obligations, bat
and this lias not beau the verdict of me cal> your attention briafly to the

oua aceor ae, or religion, buit the day and the occasion, and shevi you
combined opinion ana sentiment of' their connections with your anciant
the noria. at large. our devout viali, ana honorable craft. Before the
therefore, is, aua I speali the convlic- 'Chrisfian ara, ana among the Jews
tion of ail present, or as ini oui phrase- and Orientais, Lodges were dedicat-ed.
oiogs', vie express it, the initiated, to King Solomaon, said to be the first

a profane aiki-e, so niote it be. Most Excellent Grand. Master of the
The tait covers the Masonie vork of Order. But since that tume. Masons
a 11e tinie. The moral edifice, vie are professin-Christianity dedicate their's
called upon to raise here, ana the to St. Johin the Baptist, auJ St. John
proof of oui work, ana the accaptance the Evangelist. Thesa vere two most
aud approbation of the Great Ardui- aminant patrons of the craft, as tva-
tact, in the hle to corne; for as nie sovi, ditions teUs the story, and as our pie-
vie also raap; and as r. e build, so shah> decassors for centuries lon- past ini-
our viork stand for ail eternity. "4Ye struct, aud admonish. us. Iu ancient
are God's building. But bat every bodges of tiha Christian juriscdiction
man take beed hovi ha buildath there- there vas represeuted a certain point
upon. For othar oëundntion can no m.ithin a circla. Thre point represeut-
man bay than that la Laid, ih i i n- an iniidual brother; thre cirola,


