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premacy, as intruders on lier territory,
the riglit to do se being fniIy acknow-
Iedged by the existing Masonie law on
thie continent, respecting the sever-
eignity of governing bodies, and fully
endorised as one of the fundamental
principles of the Grand EncamÉment
of the United States.

Every inducement was he]d out te
the Scottish Encampments in New
Brunswick to anialgamate with the
N~ational body, by offering to receive
tbem, on an equal footing with the
Preceptories of the Domninion, ana
they were fully aware that it had
been the intention of Great Priory
te assert lier independence and sov-
ereignty.

Great Priory meeting 'with ne re-
sponse, an edict was issued, prohibit-
ing intercourse with the Scottish
Encampments in New Brunswick, as
a foreign body ini the Dominion, and
whatever adverse opinions may now
be induIged in, and however legal the
source from whence they sprung when
first estabiishedl in Canada, the alter-
ed state of the Canadian Tempiar
jnrisdliction demanded decided action
to maintain their authority.

It bas been shown that EngIand
had resigned authority over Canada,
as a Provincial dependency, and dis-
solved ail Templar connection with
bier. On what grounds, then, cau the
Seottish m embers base their objections
as te the legality and supremacy of
the Sovereign Great Priory? It is
remarkable that the members of St.
John's Encampment., who raise the
objections that Great Priery is- still a
Provincial body of Engiand, asserting
the English branch neyer was dissolv-
ed. How is it, tien, that they who
are members of the Supreme Grand
Council, A. & A. S. Rite, 883, of
Canada, joined that body constitutedl
with the same objection? No fanît
was then fonnd by tiem to the Pro-
vincial bodies cf that rite not being
dissolved, when these bodies were
consulted in regard to the formation
of a Supr6me Coundil for Canada.
Does not that body now exiet by vir-

tue of a patent from England, andt
were not these brethren quite ready to
jein it, and to get thLe rank of the WB4

and last grade of the rite, making no.
objection that the PÈovincial subordi-
nates should be fir8t dissolved?

The present opposition eau serve
no good purpose, ana appears confined.
to the members of the St. Jobn's En-
campment, the Chapter General of
Scotland baving made no protest
against the National Great Priory as-
suming control over the whole Do-
minion, nor h2ave they laid any claim te,
concurrent juriadliction in Canada.

It is te be regrettedl that the Acting
Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States, did not.
fe justifled in vithholding bis per-
mission for one cf bis Commanderies
visiting, on a late occasion, the Scot-
tisi Encampment cf St. Johns, in.
New Brunswick, being aware that
Encampment did net acknowledge the
authority of Great Priory, and by
this means giving countenance to, a.
fereign body in Canada openly oppas,
ed te Greai. Priory.

It would aise be more consistent in-
the Masonie journals of the Unite&l
States te assert their own establishedl
rules for the supremacy of geverning
bodies, instead of annulling thom by
upholding the pretensions cf what
bas become, in the course of events,
illegal bodies in the Dominion, and
tins renewing the vexed question, aud
most unbappy dissensions consequent
on tie disputed action cf English Ma,-
sonie bodies stili existing in the ac-
knowledged occupied territery cf the
Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter cf'
Quebec.

It is greatly te be deplored that
those who profess te fond their ac-
tions on Christian chaxity and bro-
therly love, aboula be sb ill-judged as
te support the useless and untens.ble
position cf opposing the ruling Tem-
plar power in tie Dominion, only
calculated te undermine the peace.
and hArmony cf the Templar body,
by sowing the seeds cf discord. Bach.
a course is net the most debirable te..
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