
Public Schools and Parents' Duties.

ments, and their indulgence; but we hundred, ta put it very maderately,
deny them what it is our chief concern bas any knowledge of how bis chidren
to give them-opportunity to develop pass their hours out of school, of what
character. Yet, it is in order to afford they learn in those hours, and af what
them that opportunity, or, we might thi consequences ta them are.
say, to compel them to that develop- The exceptional man does know. 1
nient, that we, as parents, exist. If we have in my mmd a man af myacquaint-
fail to do it, we might as well, as ance, wio scnds bî. little san ta Pub-
parents, not exist at alil. lic Shool, but who neyer lets go of the

We are a busy people, devoted to child's hand, so ta say. He is one of
business. Ve work hard every day to the busiest men I know, warking olten
make ends meet, and, even after ends sixteen or eighteen hours a day; but
have met, we generally keep on work- he always bas leisure ta attend ta that
ing from habit, or from sone vague son af bis. To see them tagether,
form aiof ambition or another. We say Vou would think he had nothing ta do
we are fond of our children. We are but attend ta bis son. He knows pre-
fond of them, in a way-a selfish way. cisely what that child as studying in
We see them after office hours, at meal scbool, just what progress he as mak-
timeQ, on holidays ; we amuse our- ing, who his teachers are, with what
selves with them, indulge them, get ather scbool children he is intimate,
then to show off a littie, ask them: and what bis opinion af them is. He
whether they have been regular in their lis aware af what kind of thoughts the
school attendarce. If they answer child's mmd is productive wben the
this question in the affirmative, and, child is ot wtb hm ; flot wat the
we fand them reasonably proicient i1as particular houghts are, but their char-
their studies, we are satisfied - we dis- acter and quality. For this as apparent
charge aur souls af fuather responsi flot so p uch in what the chold may say
bility. We have entrusted them to the or do wben they are together, as an bis
S ate, and the State takes better care manner of sayng and dong, bis tone,
ai theni than we could. For which ai the scenery of bis soul. He goes over
us is as wise as the State, or has the hls studies with the boy; He prays with
State's resources ? Ilave we the leis hini when hie goes ta bed at night ; bie
ure ta teacb themn aritbmetic and geo- talks with hm, Ikeading hm of t ex-
graphy ? Or arz we competent ta do, press opinions, and ta consder those
so, if the leisure were available? And, which le hiaself expresses. He neyer
even were this the case, it is fot ex- allows the boy to see in him anything
pedient ta keep children too much at whichi is Iess than honorable and
home ; they ought ta go yut in the decent, or the idea ta enter the cbild's
world, ta measure thenselves against mield that his father can be otherwise
other children, get knoc!ed about a than conscientius, courageous and
bit, and have the nansense taken out magnanmous. The two are friends
of them. Il"Oh, no!" we cry, waxong and mutual confidrnts; the boy knows
enthusiastic; Ilthere is nohing like that his father is both just and kind-
sending children ta the Public School that ie will always forgive the sinner,
-entrusting them ta the State!" In chough nevr giving quarter ta the sin;
short, we neglect and abandon themn, and, on the other hand, that a good or
just as we neglect aur civic duties- generous deed or word will always

atecause we imagine we cannot spare draw sunsaine from is face, tbough
the time to attend to the , but inust seldon words of praise fro bis laps.
be in aur offices, making St ney, or ha\te thal, there is no hu dru n solei-
seemng ta do so. Not one man un a rity and frinality in their intercxurse.


