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sounds in the North, the South, the East and the West ; and for
about two centuries it was hardly written at all. Any literature
that existed in French was chiofly an importation and an exotic ;
and, though many Nornan-French words wore contributed to our
language, its influence upon the writing downi of English was wholly
bad and confusing. For three centuries the tiro languages ftaced
each other ; and, though English, under the influencd of French,
entirely changed the build of its sentence, no influence for the
botter fron it affected our notation. In fact, French-and especi-
ally Nornan-French- was as bad in fhait respect, as wo shall pre-
sently sec, as our own English maarking.

The English language practically renained- both for the ear and
upon paper-a congloinerate of different dialects, with little or un
tendency towarda cuiergunce, vitlh perhaps a greater cuentriftgial
than centripetal habit. The vowel-sotinds differed, and the modes
of writing then were different ; certain consonants were favourites
in one place and rejected in annther; and there ias no iniforni
mode of spelling English duwnî eien as laite as the end uf the six-
teenth century.

(Tu be conctiniued.)

HOMERIC COSMOLOGY.

Sonie stir has been excited in literary and scientific circles in the
United States by " The Truc Key to Ancient Cosmology,'' a pamph-
lot recently publisbed by Dr. W. F. Warren, President of Bos-
ton University. The author's idea li that the vorld, in the concep-
tion of Homer and the ancients generally, is a sphore or spheroid
situated within the starry sphere, "each having its axis perpendic-
ular and its north pole ait the top." The upper henisphere was
regarded as the abode of man, the luwer that of departed souls and
their rulers, while the occan stream is a broad boit flowing round
what we call the equator, and soparating the two hemispheres.
Correspondingly the upper half of the starry sphere is the abode
of the gods, while the lower half i Tartarus. This idea, or theory,
which complotely reverses the traditional interpretation of the
Homeric cosmogony, is illustrated by dmagrams and engravngs. If
it is correct, a nost strik-ing proof is given of the possibility of
many successive generations of archaeologists, scientists and
scholars failing to catch the entire drift and spirit of ancient legends
and literature in their cosmic teachings and relations. Dr. Warren's
theory is exceedingly simple, so simple indeed that. if it is Honer's
conception of the universo, the wronder becomes all the greater
that the scholarship of two thousand years should have overlooked
it. In stating his supposed discovery, tho learned Doctor assumes
the cvidenco ta be demonstratively convincing, particularly the fact
that. the scheme explains so many otherwise inexplicable phrases ii,
Homer. In addition, ho undertakes to prove that this idea riuns
through the beliefs and records of al the ancient races. As we
have spolcen of this interpretation as a dixeorery, we ought to state
that its author claims for if the direct or implied sanction ft Mr.
Gladstone, and certain noted Germain authorities. The chief points
which have been taken in opposition by writers who have discussed
Dr. Warren's pamphlet. are that the theory isinconsistent (1) with
many Homerie phrases; 12) with referen-es to the rivera as the
children of Occan , (3) with repeated hints as tu the connection
botween the marine and infernal deities ; (4) with the locahzing
sunrise at a point on the earth's surface ; (5) writh the terror of the
infernal deitics when the earth is shaken over their heads by the
conflicts of the guds un the Plains uf Troy , and (6 particularly
with the vague and childish ideas of the Homeric age. To tlies
objections Dr. Warren lias made a brief reply through the columns
of the New York Iadepedcnit. So far from admitting their force

he claiis tnat the references quoted are all best oxplained by his
theury. His reply to objection (4) is worth qjuotng :"Proceed-
ing on tho false assunption that the Hoaneric earth was flat, sonie
place the nmythic ilie in the furthest E.xst, sumio hai the furthest
West , some in despair demand tw',-on in the East and une in
the West. Conflictang and self-destructive as are these variuties of
representation, they are all unwitting vitnesses to tle truth. The
iomient we wrap the three naps arouand the real Hoanerie sphere

ive seu that, on the neridian opposite te the poet, East and West
moet, and that precisoly there all three of the cartographical depic-
tions agree in locating the isle 'wlre are the aibodes and dance
grounds of Auarora, and *here are the risings of the Sun.' Even
before ho abîndoned the current view, and caine to admit the splie-
ricity of the Homeric earth, (as he nov does,) Gladstone cinam as
near the truc intorpretation as ho possibly could and missed it, when,
speaking of Helios lie wrote: 'The fact of his sporting with the
uxen night and norning goes far tu showr that Homaîer did not thank
of the earth as a plain, but round, perhaps, as a cylander, and
believed that the East and West were in contact.' "

As regards " the vague and childish ideas of the Rlomecric ago,"
the author thinks that most poets' ideas-Wordsworth's for in-
stance-would be considered " vague and childish," if interpreted
literally. Ho resolutely declines to believe thait " the world's
greatest ethical poet was an idiot." People wlio hold, ho argues,
that Homer helieved the sky to b a vault of metal, shaould aise
hold tait ho believed Achilles' voice to be a brass projectile.

We have referred to the subject as one attractive nat only.to
ci-ssical scholars. but to the largo class of our readers takinr an

_.st an the genesis of scientific ieas.

THE REVELATIONS OF THE WEATHER-MAP.

A correspondent of the New England Journal of Educatiote dis-
courses thus enthusiastically about what is called the signal service
system:-

Before the age of the veather-map it was as impossible to liave
nuch knowledge of the weather as before the agie uf discovery to

have much Lnowledge of the geography of the globe ; and at pre-
sent it as useless ta discuss the weather question ivith a person iwlio
is net faniiliar with the weather-map as ta attempt te discuss the
character of a country with one irli hais failed ta study geography.
The veather-mîap is the record of daily atnospheric changes, and
is one of the most entertaining studios that science affords.

The first question that seems to present itself is, How tu procure
tho map ? For the information of those wiho would like ta under-
stand the wonderful revelations of this map. I vould say that it is
publisled daily by the Weather Bureau ait Washington and sold at
cost-price, two cents a copy, or tivo cents per day.-certainly net a
very heavy tax for wliat it rereals.

Beotre ie had these maps we had little idea of a storn; and
oven at present. ai niatter liov intelligent a person may be, if lie
lias not seen this map and closely followed its changes fron day tu
day, ho is enîtirely ignorant of our weather systen ; in fact le bas
net the. remotest conception of it. For this reason it is most re-
narlsablu that our advanced scholars and heading men and iwomen

have se neglected this map and have committed theinsoli-es in favor
of such nonsense as the so-called " ieather prophets " have treated
the vorld to for the past feir years.

Let these intelligent people study this nap for a fewn manths, or
botter, for a season, and they will be surprised that they ever gave
the lcast cugnizance tu such absurdities.

The weather-mapreveals the daily changes of lhigh " and." low,"
i. c.,high and loiw barometer ; that whint we terni "low " moves, in
geteral lines fram the west toamird th east ; that the wind is always
tuward "low, " therefore if " low " as on a high lino it will be
wari , if moving across the country on a loir lino, north winds, and
therefore tld. "Low " is the agent of the storm,-the centre to-
ward which the clouds are gathercd, henco tho movement of the
clouds. Tho hurricane, tho tornado, the wind-storm,--call it. whait
ire will-will always bo found to bc in the track eo "low. "


