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districts at least, the usual time that the
school is open, is from 9 A. ».to 4 r. .,
wi.h an interval of an hour at noon. Six
hours each day are thus employed in the di-
rect purposes of tuition, giving 360 minates,
or, at an average 1} minute to cach lesson.

Surely nobady will pretend to say that
this allowance of time is extravagant ; and,
if not, it is evidently impossible that the
time of the Common School teacher can Le
alvantageously employed on other hranches
of study, than those before indicated. But
the information thus imparted, is not suflici-
ent to quahfy a man to fulfil the duties of
his station in this life, with credit and effici.
ency. Somethimg nore s requisite. lHe
must be introduced to 2 knowledge of the
priuciples, at least, of such of the ¢ciences
as are most intimately connected with the
profession or business, which 1t 15 mtended
that he shall pursue; acd how is tlus to be
accomplished ?

The enquiry will form the subject of my
next letter..

Yours, truly,
W. COLVILLE.
Esquesing, Fel'y. 1842,

Corcuester, WesTery DistricT,
15th April, 1842.

‘To the Editor of The Bntish American Cultivator,
Sir,

The establishment of 2 Canadian jour-
nal, exclusively devoted to the advancement »
of agriculture,"being what 1 have long earn-
«estly hoped for, allow me to congratulate
the public in general, and the farming com-

wmunity in parficular, on the realization of
that very desirable, and, as far as the latter!
is concerned, most auspicious and smportant '
ovent, in the appearance of The Brush
American Cultivator, to which I have of
course become a Subscriber, and of which I
have the pleasure of having now befure me
the first threc promising numbers.

Under ordinary circumstances I would be
content to address you anonymously, but
corsidering it the duty of every patriotic
well-wisher to the agricultural prospenity of
Canade, to step forward frankly and givel
you all the encouragement and support m’
his power; and 1t having been my lot 10!
take a rather promwnent part, some few
years ago, in the establishment of an Agri-
cultural and Horticultural Socicty m this
District, which has unfortunately Jaun dor-
mant ever since the «patniot” ouibreak, I
fecl myself called upon to lay aside all dis-
guise, and to express an ardent hope thas,
under the auspices of an Editer so well
versed in the theory as well as praclice of
agriculture, as you are known to be, The
DBritish American Cultivator will, ere long,
rouse the farmers in every part of the coun-
try, and more particularly of this fine Dis-
trict, to something like zeal in therr agricul-
tural pursuits, and prove that all that is
wanting to ensure a triumphant competiion
with our American neighbours, 1s persever-
ing energy and industry, and local cmulation
in the adoption of the scientiflc systematic
tillage, which has proved so miraculously
bencficial 1n the mother country, together
with the periodical disseanination of the suc-
<essful practical results of thewr experiments,
through a widely circulating public medam,
such as I trust your valuable journal will
500N prove.

Being also, 2t the same time persuaded,
that the success of your underiaking wiii
maiuly depead on the support you receive
from Correspondents and Subscribers unit-
-ed, I beg to assure you, as an earnest of the
sincerity of my observations, that as oppor-

with a few lines, or matters which may be-
comne subjects of discussion, either inmy
own name, or as less liable to animadver-
sion, on the score of vamty or presumption,
under some anonymous sighature, promsing
that having only of late years, * turned iy
sword into a plough.share, and my spear
into a pruning hook,” the arguments of an
old soldier, on a subject so foreign to his
profession, must be indulgently regarded as
more matter of theory than practice, not-
withstanding his having witnessed agricul-
ture in all stages in various quarters of the
world.
I remain, at all events,
Dear Sir,
Your very sincere well-wisher,
R. LACHLAN.

To the Editor of The British Amcricau Cultivator.

Sie,

Having seen a communication in your
valuable paper, I thmk No. 2, from Mr.
Thomas Shepperd, T'oronto, regarding mud
or unburnt brick buildings ; 1 now take the
liberty to address you and give you my opi-
nion of that art. I built a house tlus last
year, 31 feet by =21 feet: I built it of un.
burnt bricks, and neither used straw nor
stones in the making of the bricks, and I
think 1t is not at all necessary to use either
of them, as Ithink the straw would be an
impediment in the making of the bricks. 1
mixed the surface and blue swamp clay, and
moulded the bricks with ashes; and after
plastering, whitewashed it wuth lime. ]
made a special morter of fime, sand, and
clay, for building the bricks with, 1t made
an excellent band ; the house 1s built cot-
tage fashion witha pavillion roof ; the chun-
ney is in the centre of the house, with doors
and windows opposite each other. Tagree
with Mr. Shepperd’s opinion of building
such houses, as 1 thiok they are preferable
in winter as being warmer than a frame
house, and cooler 1n summer.

1 have addressed this communication to
you and hape you will give it publicty, as 1

, think that many people nught benefit them.

selves by following Alr. Shepperd's ard mny
own plan of buildmg. I shall be glad to
inform any person, as far as I am capable
of, regarding the art, by calling on me,
where they may see iy bouse.
am, dear Sir,
Yonr mestobed’t. serv't
JAMES McGREGOR.
Graxericor CastLE, Lot No. 6,
11th Con. Township of Howard.

To the Editos of The Brl.ish American Cultivator.

Sir,

Every intelligent Canadian, every well-
informed foreigner, who has made tius the
country of his choice, every individual who
is oither intimaiely or remotely concerned
in the prosperity of agriculture, (and few
arc not), must feel gratified at the occur-
rence of an event, so well caleulated to ad-
vance its interests, as the establishment of
an exclusively Agriculteral Perodical.

‘The benefits and advantages of sucir a,
work are neither few nor ummportant. I,
am awave, however, that there are some far-
mers 0 well satisfied with the knowledge
they posaees, as to feel perfectly indifferent
abowt acquiring more; they consider it a
sort of iputation upon th~r judgment, if
you tell them that they may learn soincthing
from au agricultural peser.  Saoks, are to
thero, the most distrustful of all the sources
of infermation, (and I regret to say, too
many of this description of persons are to

tunity offers, 1 shall not fail to “trouble you

be found among my own countrymen).

But surely thisought not so to be.  While
the professors and triends of all the other
arts and sciences, call to their aid the light
and accumulated teritfen wisdom of the past
and present ages, why should the art of cul-
tivating the carth, by far the most important
of all the arts, be left to no other guide
than blind tradition ?

To what are we to attribute the rc.
cent rapid advances in agricultural know.
ledge in the wmother country, and in the
neigzhhouring Union?  What has pointed
out to the agriculiunst new sourceg of
wealth; and not unly taught the theory, but
enabled him to realize the pleasure of bloom.
ing gardens, of frutful fields, and luxuriant
harvests ¥ What, I say, has done all this,
but hcuks and the gcientsfic commumeations
of literary men, who have devoted thew
wezlth and thewr talents, to Lighten the bur.
dens and increase the stores of the farmer?
‘The benighted sgnorince of those men, who
repudsate books, and will do nothing but
what their fatkers have done, ments our
most heart-felt commuisseration,

It is indecd possible, that every thing
new may not be valuable ; but it is certam,
that every thing valuable, was once new.—
We should not, therefore, reject a thing that
promises to be useful, merely because it is
new, without first giving it a far tral. If
among the numerous machines invented,
and the various plans of operation devised
by the ingenuity of man, tu lighten his la-
bours and add to Ius comforts, we should
sec an occasonal failure, it should ot deter
us from pressing into our own service what-
ever 1s rezliy usefui. VWho wiil not ac-
knowledee that a spint of 1mprovement has
gone forth—that 1ts influence is rapidiy ex-
tending tselt tareuph every departient m
the busmess of ie? What an improve-
ment, for example, has been made, within
a few years, upon that mest useful of all
the implements to good husband:y, the
plough. Twenty years age, its model, in
wany mstances, would secm to have becn
taken from Egyptian Heeroglyplucs, where
1t 1s said to be represented ; but Jittie chang-
ed from 1is rude and suaple ongmal, in the
form of a sharpened stuke! Though there
are few but will acknowledge the superior
excelience of the modern plough, how many
are still in ignorance of the real value and
usefulness of that other important utensil,
theroller?  Yet, one would suppose, that
cvery farmer, in the least degree acquaint-
od with the process of germination, and sub-
sequent growth of plants, must at once per-
ceve the utiity of passing a roller over
wheat fields, that have been exposed to the
alternate thawings and freezings of a Cana-
dian winter ; by which means the roots of
the young plants would be pressed into the
casth, and secured against the drying wither-
ing influence of the sun and wind.

The mistaken notion is too gecrally en-
tertained by farmers, that no experimental
operations can be tade, no change of sys-
tem introduced w:thout burdensome ex-
pense. The wealth of the opulent may in-
deed do much ; but mental research, and a
spirit of enquiry, accompamed by the per-
sonal inepection, and persevering ~Snvis of
the pract:cal farmer, wil do murh more o
increase the produce and improve the con-
dition of our farms.

As a Canadian, I feel deeply interested in
the future prosperity of my country, and
fondly cherish the hope that those hateful
prejudices, which have hitherto raised such
a barrier to improvement, will soon disap-
pear.

I know of nothing so well calculated to
clieet therr rermoval, as a well conducted
agricultural publication——a desideratum that
has long been felt ; but which is now sup-



