
OF TIHIS BOARD OF AGRICULT URE.

the saine tine. This uniformity of depth ean
1 enerallv be better effected by the drill, than

ing broadcast. Cover the seed with a
ight brilsh harrow, say from hialf to three-

quarters tof an icli deep, and if the wcather
dry, give a finish to the surface by rolling.
"Blodi in Ireland and in Belgiiui, clover
eds are frequently sown down with the flax,

ý.nd in the latter country, carrots are also met

ithsovn in the sanie manner. This practice,
houîgh i ery conmonly seen, even in well
anaged arns, is only admissible whern both
l and and the seed are perfectly clean, and
ee ifrl W eds. Evei then, it cannot

e recommnded, as the two crops thus sown
onther have to struggle for the food
hich ougit, under ordinary circuistances,

-0be devoted to one; and as the flax lias
complete its growth long before the

ther arrives at naturity, it nust suffer
te most; while the operation of harvesting
e flax cannot be effected without injury to
e crop left behind it in the soil. The only
tention the crop requires after it lias been
ell got in, is to be kept clear of weeds. This,
hen it has obeen drilled, is donc by hoeing
refally by hand or the expanding horse-hoe;
hen broalcasted, however, it inust b either

untouched, or carried out in a different
ýiner. la the British Isles, it is generally

ft to take its chance. In Belgium, where
4anual labor is far more largely and common-

employed tian witli us in farin work, and
ere the extravagance of Our weed-grow-
çg fhrmers is rarcly to be seen, the operation
hand weeding is nover omitted, and is

-eeted i a inanner peculiar to the crop. As
la as the plants have acquired a certain

vth, and the weeds begin te show them-
ives, suitable weather, of course being selec-

for the work, children are sent on to the
for the purpose of clearing it of all

1 face weeds. The work is donc by them on
ir knees, which are well padded, to prevent

fron crushing orinjuring the young and
der plants; a small basket, or bag suspend-

the neck, receives the weeds, which are
ected froi time to time by the overlooker
caried off the field. As this operation

"Ilonly be done once, it is important that
- done effectually, and every -weed is by.

these means removed froin the field. Caro
and consideration are required as to the best
tine for the work, as if left too late, the plant
is liable to be injured by the pressure of the
weedcrs ; the precaution, too, is always taken
of working against the wind, in order to give
the young plant the advantage that might
arise froi the action of the wind in assisting
it to resume its ercct position as quickly as
possible."

Pulling.-Flax is a plant of rapid growth,
and in about ten weeLs, if the soil and seasnn
aire favourable, it vill commence flowering,
giving to the field a very pretty appearance.
In case the ground has been properly prepared,
and a sufliciency of soil uniformly deposited,
both as regards distance and depth, the stems
will grow ereet witl a few flowers chiefly at the
top, all the plants attaining ncih the same
height. The flowers are soon followed by the
"capsules," or " bolls," as they are more
familiarly called, containing the seed, which
when fully ripe, should appear plump, shining
and heavy. It is a matter of nicety and of much
importance te determine the precise time when
flax should be pulled. Ali agree that the fibre
is iii the highest condition for manufacturing
purposes before the seed becomes quite ripe, or
rather as soon as the lower part of the s'en has
assumed a decidedly yellow hue, which will

generally be the case soon after inflorescence,
or when the seeds are beginning to change from
a green to a pale brown colour. In this case it
is obvious that only a small quantity of seed cau
be obtained, and that not fully ripened, but such
seed will be useful as food for cattle. Indeed
linseed, whether steeped, cruashed, or in the
shape of cake, after much of the oil bas been
expressed by pressure, constitutes one of the
most valuable and healthful cattle foods which
the farmer can command. It promotes alike
the growth of fat and muscle, and when giveni
in moderation with drier food, such as hay, grain,
&c., admirably serves to keep the bowels in
healthy actioa.

When both fibre and seed are desired, which.
will be the ease more or less with most Canadian
growers. for some time to come, great attention
is required, as much will depend upon the exer.
cise of a sound judgiment not only as regardsathe
quantity, but also the quality of , tbhe crop,


