PUBLISHERS’ PREFACE

This Newspaper Reference Book is presented ~by the representative men of
Canada —the men who have made Canada what she is to-day and have built up a
nation of mighty promise for the future. It is intended as a gift to the press of
the world, and especially that of the English-speaking part of it, and has for its
object the better understanding abroad of our country and its people.

By furnishing to the press this condensed, accurate information regarding our
country, its resources, commercial development and prospects, we hope and believe
that the Dominion of Canada may thereby obtain from the public opinion abroad a
just recognition of what it is and what it has accomplished. The story of Canadian
progress is to be found herein, as well as the biographies of the representative
Canadians of the present day. -

The Newspaper Reference Book is a legitimate fruit of the law of evolution.
Modern journalism takes note of events in the history of individuals as well as of
peoples. When any noteworthy event in the life of a person of prominence in the
social or business world occurs, the newspaper press regards it as within the line of
its duty to publish a brief sketch of the person, in many cases giving, also, an
etching or miniature likeness. When such a one pays the last debt of nature, these
publications are a source of information to the public, as well as of satisfaction
to friends, and may, in many instances, be valuable as a matter of record in cases
involving the rights of living persons.

The difficulty of procuring information of the character indicated, just at a time
when it is wanted, suggested to those connected with the Canadian Press the desir-
ability of the preparation, arrangement and publication of biographical sketches in
the form embodied in this work. Primarily, therefore, this publication is designed
for the newspaper press of Greater Britain, and bhence is, as first stated, a legitimate
fruit of the law of evolution.

Copies will be placed with the metropolitan newspapers of Great Britain, the
United States and the British Colonies, together with the leading newspaper offices
of the Dominion, public libraries and those directly represented in the work, and
here its circulation will end.
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