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But while we award this justice, we may be permitted to
express our regret, that discussions, such as we have now
spread before our readers, are ever rendered necessary by the
violent attacks of the British press upon the mind and manners
of this country. Who is to profit by this warfare, we are un-
able to conjecture. Even while we are writing these remarks,
we perceive that one of the most respectable of the English

journals has recentlv travelled out of its course to observe, that
we are not fond of relying upon American reports.'* And

what is gained by this affectation of contempt ? The malice is
ineffectual, the dart falls imbecili ictu, and the world is at no
loss to attribute such coarse invective to the remembrance of
events that have happened, or still more to glooyv
those, which may happen. Whatever we ,rare to be,
we are far beyond the reac ere literary denunciations,
which, however ay gratify malevolence abroad, or pro-
vokto niat home, can never inpede our progress in the
career of national improvement.

How much more'honorable would it be, and we cbeerfully
add, how much more becoming the British character, to cherish
kindly feelings; to look back upon the little band of pilgrims,
who sought liberty of action and of conscience beyond the ocean,
and who carried with them the spirit of those institutions, which,
in their native land and in their newly sought home, have secur-
ed so much national prosperity and private happiness; and to
look forward to the United States, as the great depository of
English literature and science and arts, and the living evidence of
English intelligence and principles. when her own insular mon-
uments shall be swept away, as all things else have been swept

away, by the rolling tide of time. Sincerely do we hope that
her day of glory will not be shrouded in a night of gloom; but
what has bappened to other nations may happen to ber; and
the traveller may yet inquire for the site of London, as we now
nquire for those of Nineveh and Babylon.

* Retrospective Review. Article, Pontoppidan's Natural History
of Norway.


