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30 The Effect of the War of 1812. [276

the camp-fires of the great civil war forty years later were

to be lighted.

But because the good effect of the second war with Great

Britain was soon swept away by the slavery dispute, we must

not overlook the fact that such an effect existed. The country

entered the war distracted, indifferent, and particularistic ; it

emerged from it united, enthusiastic, and national. But the

ebb was to be greater than the flow, and half a century was to

elapse before the conditions of national unity which existed in

the years immediately following the war of 1812 were again

to be plainly observed in our political history.
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