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VI PREFACE.

When beginning the work my first call for advice was
upon Dr. John Gilmary Shea, so well versed in Indian
annals, as also in the general history of this country. I
found him full of interest in my subject. Guided by
the information reèeived from him, and also by the
directions of the Rev. R. S. Dewey, S. J., who.has long
been familiar with the missionary and Indian traditions
of the Mohawk Valley, I went to Montreal and secured
from the courteous kindness of Father Turgeon, S. J.,
rector of the Jesuit College there, the use of all the
manuscripts I desired. The Sisters of the Hotel Dieu
furnished me with a room in their hospital, to which the
good Rector allowed me to transport the entire CARToN
O. This contained all the unprinted materials relating
to my subject that belonged to the college library.

There, at the Hotel Dieu, delightfully located with
the sisters of an order whose history is closely bound up
with that of Montreal, I copied at my leisure thetuanu-
scripts most valuable'to me.

In Montreal, also, my good fortune gave me interviews
with M. Cuoq, the distinguished philologist of St.
Sulpice, whose Indian dictionaries and grammars I had
already seen in my uncle's library. Much I owe besides
to Soeur St. Henriette, librarian and keeper of the

archives at the Villa Maria. It was on the boat which
shoots the Lachine Rapids that I met Mr. Hale of Phila-
delphia, the learned author of the "Iroquois Book of
Rites," and enjoyed a long conversation with him on
matters of deep interest to us both and to my work.
My first visit to the Iroquois Village at Caughnawaga,
P. Q., occurred at this time. Here my u&cle and I found


