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884 THE CANADA PACIFIC RAI"L WAY.

out with instructions to plow up a few acres there; but our party determined to push on
at intervals of about twenty miles along the to the Pacific. Four ranges of mountains in-
line. This work was- done, necessarily, in tervened — the Rockies,the Selkirks, the Gold,
rough-and-ready fashion. The sod was turned, and the Cascades. One engineer told us that
up, and then the teams, put on board the next it was problematical whether we should get
train, were moved on to another point. The through. Another said that we should not.
following March seeds of various kinds were We determined totry,and wenow congratulate
sown on the plowed sections and roots ourselves that we were the first to cross from
planted. No attempt at cultivating, cleaning, one side of the four ranges to the other side, on
or protecting could be made, and yet the theline on which the railway is constructed.
result was a magnificent crop on the experi- It was a journey to be remembered. Ihave
mental ¢ farms.” Every one who knows any- seen many countries, but I know none where
thing of prairie farming will acknowledge that there are such magnificent rock-exposures
a more nigorous test could not have been tried. for a hundred miles continuously as up the
The south of the beautiful Bow River is the valley of the Bow, from Calgarryto the sum-
chosen country of our cow-boys, a race—from mit of the Rockies. The general elevation of
Texas ta the North — free, fearless, and pe- the valley is between four and five thousand
culiar, to whom all the rest of the world are ‘feet, and the mountains on each side are
«tenderfeet,” and in whose eyes horse-stealing only from one to six thousand feet higher;
is ‘the unpardonable sin. The transport to consequently, the beauty does not consist-in
England of cattle from this district, and ul- the altitude of the mountains. Beside the
timately from the adjoining territories of Andes oreven the Alps they are hardly worth
Montana and Idaho, is certain to supplysteady speaking about ; but nothing can be finer than
business to the railway; and the transport of the distinct stratification, the variety of form
coal on a large scale to Manitoba from the and clearness of outline, the great masses of
vast deposits which are being opened up near bare rock standing out as if piled by masons
Medicine Hat and the head-waters of the and carved and chiseled by sculptors. Pho-
Saskatchewan is still more certain. The Bow tography alone could bring gut their amazing
River, which takes its name from its repeated richness in detail. Scenes of gloomy grandeur
windings and doublings like an ox-bow, present themselves at every point for several
guides the railway into the mountains. The miles along the summit; and down the west-
wide valley, inclosed by foot-hills, not very ern slope the views at times are even more
long ago the favorite haunt of the buffalo, is striking. But ourZjourney down the Kicking
divided into ranches. These and all other Horse should be read in the “ England and
industries in southern Alberta converge at Canada” of the distinguished engineer with
Calgarry, an enterprising little town, once a whom I traveled, by those who wish to know
Hudson’s Bay fort, on a site of ideal beauty. more of our experiences.’
It fronts the illimitable plains; snow-peaked =~ When we crossed the Rockies the hitherto
mountains, Devil's Head preéminent, tower unconquered Selkirks rose before us. To un-
up behind; and two impetuous glacier-fed derstand the position of -this range, take a
streams meet in the natural amphitheater map and look for the springs of the Columbia.
that has been scooped out of the surrounding This greatest of salmon rivers rises in Canada,
hills to give it ample room to spread itself. and runs north-west so persistently that it
Forty miles farther up the river, and so much appears doomed to fall into the Fraser. But,
nearer the best hunting-grounds in the moun- reaching the neighborhood of Mounts Brown
tains, two villages of Stonies have gathered and Hooker,it seems to have had enoughof us,
round the Methodist Mission of Morley,—a and accordingly,’ sweeping right round in a
brave and hardy tribe of mountaineers who, “Big Bend,” it makes straight for Washington
like their white neighbors, are taking to stock- Territory, cutting through all obstacles, the
raising, as they can no longer live by hunting. Dalles with the significant Dalle de Mort, and
The railway climbs the valley of the Bow, thenspreadsoutintolong,broad,calmexpanses
crossing and recrossing, past Morley, past the known as the Upper and Lower Arrow Lakes.
mass of rock five thousand feet high called Within that great loop which it makes on our
Cascade Mountain, where anthracite coal has soil are inclosed the Selkirks. As they extend
been discovered, past the chiseled turrets of only to the Big Bend of the Columbia, our engi-
Castle Mountain, and into the core of the neers had no concern with them when it was
range, till within six miles of the summit, where supposed that the Canada Pacific Railway
it abandons the river and strikes up the bed was to run farther north; but when the com-
.of one of its tributaries. "pany decided that they must have as nearly
. The railway terminus in September, 1883, as possible an air-line from Winnipeg west
being Calgarry, tourists generally stopped to the ocean, the question of whether a pass
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