Provincial
Legislature

An Outstanding Bill Contracted
by Late Government in
Debate.

-

The Songhees Reserve Bill Is
Once More Before the
House.

Assessment Act Amendment In
the Committee of the
Whole.

; Friday, March 10, 1905.
HE House assembled at 2 o’clock,
and after prayers were read .by
Rev. Mr. Hicks, the following
was the order of business:
« Mr. ‘Williams introduced a bill to am-
end the Provincial Elections Act.

Mcr. Oliver moved that an order of the
House be granted for a return of copies
of all correspondence between the gov-
ernment, or any member thereof, and
any other person or persons in_respect
to the claim of Mr. Aunlay Morrison, K
., for compensation for services ren-
dered.

He explained that Mr. Morrison had
given certain services in connection with
the New Westminster bridge, which oc-
casioned several trips to Ottawa and
considerable expense. His bill was dis-
puted by the present government, and
as he (Mr. Oliver) understood a petition
of right to sue the government in order
t> have the matter settled by the court
had been refused. He thought there
could be no objection to the production
of the correspondence. )

The Premier said there was no objec-
tion to the production of the papers. At
the same time he questioned the pro-
priety of the member for Delta in allow-
ing himself to be made an instrument

in pressing a matter which was now be-

fore the executive of the province. This

was one of various questions which were
outstanding when the present govern-

ment took office, and -they had every
right to go carefully in
thereto.

scarcely thought that Mr.

matter.

The Finance Minister explained that
Mr. Morrison had sent in a bill for $3,-
000, which was considered to be an out-
rageous charge for the services rendered.

Mr. J. A. Macdonald wanted to know,
if the claim was outrageous as intimat-
ed by the Finance Minister, why the
government should refuse petition of
right to allow the courts to decide in
the matter. He considered it was a busi-
ness matter which should have been set-

tled long ago.

Mr. Wells said he was a member of
the government responsible for this ac-
count. He explained that the dceasion of
the employment of Mr. Morrison was a
dispute with the Canadian Pacific Rail-
crossing  their
It became
necessary to have counsel at Ottawa to
bring the case before the railway com-

way Co., relative to
tracks at New Westminster.

mittee, and Mr. Morrison was engaged

It was found that they had no status
before the railway committee, and ad-
journment of several weeks was neces-
sary during which, although the House
had adjourned, Mr. Morrison had to re-
He had also been]

main at Ottawa.
oblized to go there specially. on severa

occasions subsequently. He (Mr. Wells)

was satisfied that the claim was a rea
sonable one.

Mr. Oliver did not think any improper
_ motive should be attributed to him in

introducing the subject.

The Premier assured the member for
Delta that no such imputation was in-
tended. He did think, bowever, that the

hon. gentleman was ill advised.

Mr. Oliver thought' he was capable of
judging for himself in that regard. He
wanted to know if it was so that the
Attorney-General had intimated some
months ago that a fiat would be grant-

ed. The Finance Minister should no

characterize Mr. Morrison’s bill as an
outrageous claim +ithout substantial

evidence that it was so.
i The motion passed.
Songhees’ Bill.

Upon consideration of the Songhees

}eserve bill on report,

Mr. Cameron again proposed his am-
endment, rejected in committee of the
- whole, to add certain sections to the bill

as follows:

1. For a free grant to the city of Vie-

toria of the twenty-five acres (more o.

less) of the reserve lying to the north

of the Esquimalt road, such land to b

used for_public park purposes, upon such

terms and conditions as the Lieut.-Gov-

ernor in council may prescribe:

2. By giving to the city of Victoria

the first right to purchase or acquire ti

seventeen and one-half acres (more or

less) of the said reserve lying to th

south of the Esquimalt & Nanaimo Rail-
way right of way, upon such terms and
conditions as may be agreed upon be-

tween the city and the Lieut.-Governor

in council:

3. By a free grant to the city of Vie-

relation
He entertained the highest re-
gard for Mr. Justice Morrison, and be-
Tieved he had sufficient confidence in the
government of the day to believe that
his claim would be fairly considered. He
Morrison
would approve of any agitation of the
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tories of sites for purposes of (a) public
school or schools, (b) fire hall, (c) three
public landing places, including wharves
and building, upon such terms and con-
ditions as the Lieut.-Governor i coun-
cil may prescribe: :
4. The remaining portions of t‘he re-
serve may be disposed of by publ}c auc-
tion, under the terms and conditions as
provided by the Land_Act.
The point was again taken that the
amendment, inasmuch as it encx:oachqd
upon the government’s prerogatives in
the matter of dealing with crown lands,
was out of order, and the point was de-
bated at some length by  Mr. Oliver,
Mr. Macdonald, the Premier and others.
The position taken by the opposition
was that while the inauguration of such
a measure was beyond the powers of a
private member, once it was bl:ougbt
down and,submitted to the House it was
suscepﬁbl& to amendment upon motion
of any member. o R 4
The Speaker reserved decision in the
matter until Monday, and further con-
sideration of the bill was accordingly
stood over until then.

Assessment Act.
The bill to amend the Assessment Act
was committed, Mr. Fraser in the chair.
This bill provides for the re-opening
of mining assessments’ subsequently
found to hava been made upon-incorrect
returns of assets. 1 .
Mr. Macdonald argued that it was the
assessor’s duty to know that returns of
assets were correct before the assess-
ment was closed. He proposed an am-
endment that an additional three months
be allowed, after the closing of assess-
ments, for the re-opening of same, and
the correction of any mistakes, instead
of allowing a re-opening of the assess-
ment at any time subsequently, as sti-
pulated in the bill. He charqcteﬂmd
the measure as a slap at the mini in-
dustry and declared that while the
mier had pledged himself to abolish the
two per cent. tax, he was now concur-
ring in legislation to aggravate that tax.
He contended that there was punish-
ment provided in the general criminal
law for the making of incorrect returns.
The Attorney-General said this was
only in the case of wilfully deceptive
statements. It gave no remedy where
misrepresentation occurred through inad-
vertence.
Mr. Macdonald contended that the
duty of checking returns and proving
their accurracy devolved upon the asses-
sors, who were located in the dif-
ferent districts for this purpose. He did
not think that because of the failure of
an assessor to do his duty, in allowing
an iucorrect statement to be returned,
the mining companies should be subject
to the possibility of being held up years
afterwards on this account. i
The Premier said a -large amount of
money was owing to the government by
the Le Roi Mining Co., but owing to a
technicality they were unable to collect
the same. ' The bill was designed to re-
move this obstacle. There was no in-
tention to make an attack upon the min-
ing industry. He resented the- state-
ment made by the leader of the opposi-
tion that he had not kept his word with
reference to the two per cent. tax.
Mr. Macdonald said he would go fur-
ther and say that the Premier had given
a distinct promise to bring in a bill with
reference to mining taxation and had
not done so.
The Premier reminded ,the leader of
the opposition that there were manifold
differences of opinion with respect to a
substitute for ‘the two per cent. tax.
Any statement made by him in the mat-
ter had been given in all sincerity, and
there were very sound and justifiable
reasons for the failure to bring down
an amending measure. He commented
upon the degirability of avoiding any
I disturbance in connection with
mining legislation and the apparent ina-
bility of representatives of the industry
. | throughout the country to ' assimilate
their views and agree decisively upon
any measure of substitution. He again
resented the aspersions cast upon his
good faith by the leader of the opposi-
tion and *thought his word would go to
the country side by side with that of
1| his hon. friend.
. Mr. J. A. Macdonald said the govern-
- | ment had a remedy in the courts if the
Le Roi Co. owed them money. But by

FRATRICIDE 1S HELD.

South Londonderry, Vt., March 10.—
After a preliminary hearing today,
Frederick Johnson, of Bondville, was
held for the grand jury on the charge
of having murdered his brother Jay,
whom Frederick claims he shot in self-
defence. The testimony tended to show
that the shooting, which occurred
February 23, 1904, was the result of a
family quarrel.

NEW YORK'S EXPERIMENT.

Committee of Nine Favors Separate
Bureau for Regulation Social Evil.

New York, March 10.—At the close
of the long session of the Committee of
Nine today, it was stated that the com-
mittee favors the establishment of &
separate bureau for the regulation of
the social evil. This will take the su-
pervision of disorderly and disreput-
able houses away from the police. It
does not mean, however, the segrega-
tion plan. The committee is opposed
to taking the enforcement of the excise
law away from the police.

i)

ADMIRE JAPANESE GENIUS.

German General Expresses High Opin-
ion of Island People.

Berlin, March 10.—Lieut.-General
Baron Von Gayl, Count Von Walder-
see’s second in command in the China
expedition, took occasion at a meeting
of the German Asiatié Society tonight
to express boundless admiration of Ja-
panese militaty genius. His remarks.
were called out by papers on “The
Yellow Danger,” in which the writer
had pointed out Germany’s precarious
condition in China if the Japanese
should form a rapproachement with
China and reorganize an army on Japa-
nese lines, i

“What that island people accom-
plished in the past few days,” said Gen-
eral Von Gayl, “merits the highest as-
tonishment. It was absolutely a phe-
nomenal achievement considering the
fearless, brave opponent that the Japa-
nese army brought to this pass.

“The leadefship was that of genius
and words fail for the description of
the bravery and devotion of the
troops.”

Referring to the fears that China
will now have Japanese ‘instructors,
General Von Gayl said: “I do not know
where they eéan get better ones than
among the officers who captured Muk-
den.”

NEWS OF THE
ARMY AND NAVY

Captain Finnis Late of the Am-
phion Gets His Pro-
motion.

From Our Own' Carresnondent.

London, Feb. 26.—The French sec-
ond-class cruiser Catinat is about to
leave Toulouse to relieve her sister
cruiser, Protet, flagship of the French
Pacific  squadrom The new flagship,

like her predecessor, will occasionally
visit British Columbian waters. She
has a displacement of 4,066 tons, car-
ries a crew of 384 .officers and men and
an armament of four 6.4-inch quick-
firing guns, ten 3.9-inch quickfirers, ten
three-pounders and four one-pounder
revolving cannons. Her engines are of
9,000 horse-power, capable of twenty-
knot speed, and her boilers are of the
lBellevﬂle type.  She was built at Gra-
tville im 1894-96. The Catinat is a
smart-looking cruiser with two pole
masts and a couple fore and aft fun-
nels. ;
Captain- Frank Finnis, who was so
popular when commanding H. M. S.
Amphion on the Pacific station, has

the bill they were endeavoring to place
themselves in a position to get what they
were not eutitled to should the courts
decide unfavorably in the matter. As
for his allegation with reference to the
Premier, he had only stated what was
true, and the Premier had acknowledged
it. ‘True, he had an excuse to offer, but
the Premier was a master of excuses.

. Mr. Brown contended that the object
of the bill as explained by the Premier
was not a sufficient justification ' for
t | such legislation.

Hon. Mr. Green said the bill could
not hurt any mining company that was
hconest. | i

The Attorney-General saxd from the
tone adopted in the debate the idea
might be taken that the government was
endeavoring to extract money from min-
ing companies which they were not en-
titled to. This was not so. The gov-
ernment only wanted to be protected
against errors which might operate to
its financial disadvantage.

r Mr. Henderson said that on the
ground of the understanding of assets,
e | there might be just as much reason for
making the bill apply to assessments of
farms and personal property as to min-
ing assessments. ~

The discussion was continued by Mr.
e { Williams, Mr. Oliver and others and
finally the amendment was put to the
e | voie and defeated on a show of hands.

Mr. Maedonald continued his objec-
tion to the bill, holding that it might
work injustice upon shareholders who
came in after a certain assessment was
made.

The Attorney-General repeated that
the bill was simply designed to enable
the government to get' a remedy in
cases where an under assessment was

proved to have occurred ugh the
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' You Must Keep Your

Kidneys Well.

Help them to work freely. Hel

.them to flush off all the body’s

waste and impurities.
Doan’s Kidney Pills
Are for this purpose only.
Have you

frequent - or su urine,

before the eyes,

kidneys are affected.

It is really not difficult to cure kidney"
trouble in its first stages. All you have

o do is to give Doan’s Kidney Pills

trial. They are the most effective medi-|

tine to be had for all kidney and urin:
froubles.

Mrs. Mary Galley, Auburn, N.S., was

gured by their use. She says:—*‘F
pver four months I was troubled with

ﬁr{r}:e back, and was usnable to turn in

without help. I tried plasters an
liniments of all iin
t last T was induced by a friend to
n’s Kidney Pills,

pnd as well a; ever.”

Poan’s Kidney Pills are 50 cents.
box, or 3 for $1.25. All dealers, or
flirect by mail on receipt of price.

TaE DoaN KipNEY PILL Co.,
ToRONTO, ONT.
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your kidneys as
the cause of your trouble? If you have
backache, swelling of the feet and mk:fe-,\

i inful
punsation when urinating, specks floating
> great thirst, brick-dust
deposit in the urine, or anything wrong
with the urinary orgsus, then your

ds, but to no effect.

_ Afier T had trcd |
$wo-thirds of a box my back was as stroug

per,

© As for the case of the Le Roi Co.,
the Finance Minister said that thé as-
sessor was not aware that he had been
misled until he saw the company’s state-
ment to its shareholders.

Mr. Mclnnes moved to strike out that
part of the bill which gave the govérn-
ment power to re-assess after an assess-
ment case had been determined by liti-
gation in the courts. He argued that it
was a reprebensible prineiple that the
province should step in between litigants
in the courts. /

The Attorney-General agreed that
such interference was bad in principle.
but argued that the circumstances jus-
tified it in this case. :

The .amendment was rejected on a
show of hands.

Game Protection Act.

Mr. Williams, who had moved ad-
journment of the debate on the second
reading of the Game Act, took occasion
to offer a few remarks in favor of ‘the

p,

be taken to prevent or restrict the car-
rirge of guns by small boys.

_Dr. Young took exeception to the pro-
hibition .against the killing of game by
miners, arguing that it would inflict a
great hardship upon that class were
they debarred from killing game out of
season for their own sustenance.

‘Mr. Oliver nointed -out that there was
lack of consideration in the bill to the
case of farmers, who suffered from the

depredations of the pheasants and those

hunting them. He remarked upon the
ignorance or carelessness of some sports-
men in the handling of guns, reciting
cazes of injury done to horses and other
arimals in his district from this source.
The bill passed.
The bill to secure to their dependents
the wages of deceased workmen passed

| third reading.
The bill respecting the manufacture
;and sale of explosives passed the com-
{ mittee stage.
|{ ‘The House rose.
! Notes.
{ " The bill iniroduced by Mr. Williams
vesterday to amend the Elections Aect
proposes to reduce the amount of the
deposit required of candidates for the
legislature from $300 to $50.

measure. He suggested that steps might |

just been promoted rear admiral, to the
jinfinite gratification of his many
friends. :

The gallant sappers at Victoria will
be interested to learn that as a temp-
orary arrangement it has been decided
that non-commissioned officers and
{men of the Royal Engineers, with the
' exception of submarine miners, may be
'allowed to convert their color service
into reserve service provided that they
have entered upon their third year of
. Service.

Brevet Major C. W. Denny, A. S. C,,
late director-general of military intelli-
gence and colonel commanding the
corps of guides attached to the Canad-
ian militia, on his return home to Dev-
onport has been promoted to substan-
tive rank. He saw a good deal of hard
fighting with Buller’s force on the road
to Ladysmith and afterwards. He was
originally an officer of the Royal Can-
adians (Leinster regiment).

The commissioner of emigration for
i Canada, writing to a correspondent,
says there is plenty of room in Canada
ifor any number of immigrants of the
right class, viz., those who are strong
and healthy and determined to make
! their way by working hard and adapt-
ing’ themselves to local conditions at
the outSet. As soon as spring opens
’there will be very great demand for
-farm help, both for experienced and in-
i experienced, in almost all parts of the
country,” and any young man who is
physically fit and willing to accept em-
ployment would have no difficulty in
obtaining such at that time. In all the
cases of failures that have been in-
vestigated it has been found that the
fault lay with the individual and not
with the country.

There passed away yesterday a once
well-known figure in the Northwest
Territories in the person of the vener-
able Earl of Southesk in his 77th year.
The deceased peer traveled a great deal
in ‘Western Canada and his observa-
tions are chronicled in “Saskatchewan
and the Rocky Mountains,” published
in 1875. In the days of the countless
droves of bison he was a great hunter
and deadly shot. His death was hast-
ened by an operation.

The continued depression at home
and the continued accounts of pros-
perity in Canada are having their in-
evitable effect on the thousands who
are discontented in this country. The
demand for passage to Canada during
April has resulted in .the Canadian Pa-
cific railway arranging for their twin
screw steamer Lake Manitoba, the fast-
est and finest of their Atlantic fleet,
making an extra trip. leaving Liver-
Ipool‘on the 11th of April. This favor-
ite steamer will carry first, second and
!third class passengers, who will be
landed at St. John, N. B., where close
connection is - made with the company’s
trains for all points in the Dominion.
Last year was a record one in the
matter of emigration to Canada, both
from this country and the United
. States, but there is every indication
that the coming season will eclipse it.
Closeon 140,000 people entered the Do-
! minion last year for the purpose of set-
i tling there.

i It is announced that Sir Charles
. Tupper will shortly visit the old coun-
try as a supporter of Mr. Joseph Cham-

IRussia Asks

“What Next?”

Kuropatkin Announces Retreat
of All Russian Armies After
Defeat.

Belief S8eems Genera] That Over-
‘tures For Peace Will 8hortly
Be Made.

Staff Has Meagre Knowledge of
Detalls—Speculation as ‘to
Situation.

00000000000000000000000000
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St. Petersburg, March 10—
General Kuropatkin has sent the
fallowing despatch to- Emperor
Nicholas under today's date:
“Last night began the retreat of
all our armies. During the night
there was no fighting but a
heavy cannonade.”

ST
" greatest defeat in the history of
the Russo-Japanese war was made
known in St. Petersburg last might, in
the paltry nine words from 'Gen. Kuro-
patkin. to the Emperor, which were flung
about the streets in newspaper extras
and passed from mouth to mouth. Two
thoughts, formed instantly.in the minds
of every'one and two words were on
every lip—“Surrender?”’ “Peace?’—the
former dreaded; the latter hoped for.
Gen. Kuropatkin is no maker of
phrases; his words never are quoted like
the famous “All is lost save honor,” but
his laconical messages hide more than
probably any other sentences in the lit-
erature of the war. $St. Petersburg
knows nothing of the extenti of the dis-
aster, not even' the lines of Kuropatkin’s
retreat; whether the route to Tie pass
is still open; whether is endeavoring
to cut his way through to saf_ety, or
whether, as many of the pessimists be-
lieve, he has taken to the mountains.
1f it be the latter he will inevitably be
hemmed in and
Starved Into Surrender

as Marshal Bazaine was at Metz. The
despatch has been studied. as closely ar
was ever the most abstruse text of scrip-
ture over which dogmaticians have
wrestled, and from the words, “All our
armies,” the optimistic draw the deduc-
tion that the bulk of the Russian forces
got away clear, the commander in chief,
however, sacrificing the devoted rear-
guard, who flung themselves as a prey to
the Japanese,” who were closing in on
their trail, and sacrificing also, it is
conceded on every hand, the greater part
of his artillery, especially the siege guns,
and enormous quantities of supplies and
munitions.

Of the present situation of the army
—whether it is utterly routed or merely
beaten of the proportions of Russiaus
left in ‘Japanese hands, or of the pros-
pect of the escape of the remainder, St.
Petersburg at this moment- knows less
than the smallest hamlet in America.
Since the Associated Press Mukden de-
spatch was filed at 5 o’clock Friday
morning, no despatch save the brief offi-
cial announcement of the retreat has
come from.the Russian army, Gen. Ku-
ropatkin’s preceding despatch giving the
last but scanty details as to the positions
of the army having been written at nine
o’clock Thursday evening. The mem-
bers of the general staff threw up their
hands when asked for information.

“We Know Nothing
—we hope’ he will bring the army off
safely, but we do not know how he will
do it. We only know he has begun to
retreat; that is all.”

Everyone is now discussing peace,
which many of the staunchest advocates
of the war, bureaucrats and officers,
now declare to be near. It is openly
bruited -that Rojestveusky’s fleet has
been recalled and is now on the way
homeward. The Admiralty, when ask-
ed if the_report was true, said: “We
don’t know. Call again tomorrow,”
declined to comment on the significance
of the cancellation of the colliers, or the
direction of Rojestvensky’s voyage from
Madagasear waters, It can be stated,
however, that no overtures for peace
have yet; been made and none are likely
to be made for a few days, before the
extent of the disaster has been deveiop-

. PRTERSBURG, March 11—
(2:30 a. m.)—"Last night began
the retreat of all our armies.” The

Aside from peace, defeat may bring
other consequences in its train. That
an enormous impetus has been given to
the reform movement is plain to even
the most reactionary conservatives; but
the immediate result chiefly dreaded is
that the effect on internal disorders may
not only be in the capital, but also, since
St. Petersburg is not Russian, upon the
millions of peasants in the vast agricul-
tural regions among whom the spirit of
revolution is.now increasing and already
\has hatched pillage and arson in a few
distriets. :

It is believed. however, that the gov-
ernment is amply able to nip these up-
risings in the bud and prevent-the radi-
cals in the cities from bringing off any-
thing more than demonstration, and talk
of revolution, aside from

The Peaceful Revolution
which has been under way the last six
months, is scouted in all well-informed
quarters. .

Outwardly St. Petersburg takes the
defeat unconcernedly. A stranger in
the streets would never know that arm-
jes defending the honor ang prestige of
‘Russia-had just sustained a crushing re-
verse. ‘There were no crowds last night,
no demonstrations, no change from the
ordinary street life. News vendors were
hawking extras on the street, mere
dodgers, with three lines of Gen. Kuro-
patkin’s” despatch surrounded by wide
margains of blank paper, but there was
nothing to indicate that the extras were
more important than these in which, for
x year, Gen. Kuropakin's despatches
have been issued. The government made
no attempt to palliate the shock or.ex-
plain the significance of the retreat. but
simply sent the despatch when it was is-
sued by the general staff late in the
evening to the papers witly authority to
print it. At the clubs and in private
houses, however, the situation was dis-
cussed and re-discussed, conjecture add-
ed to fact, and the invariable query was:

“What Further?”

One cirele of liberals, on receiving the
news, called for wine and solemnly
pledzed “New Russia.” But generally
the defeat cuts deéply and is keenly felt.
especially by families represented in the
endangered army. The spirit of uhpat-
riotic exultation will do the liberals no
good at this time, as the defeat, which
one Russian correspondent describes as
“slanghter, not battle,” entails the sar-
rifice of 80 many thousands of Russian

berlain’s fiscal reform policy.

| The Cunard line is about to add to
its Atlantic fleet by the launch of a
leviathian turbine steamer at Clyde-
bank yesterday. The steamer, whic
was named the Carmania by Lady
: Blytheswood, measures 676  feet in
ilength, has a beam 723 feet and a
 deadweight carrying capacity of 12,000
itons, and a gross tonnage of 21,150.
The turbine machinery consists of one
high pressure and two low pressure
turbines, one on each side, driving
triple screws. Altogether there are
1,250,000 blades in the turbines. The
new' Carmania will have accommoda-
tion for 2,650 passengers and 450 offi-
cers and men of the crew,

livea that the people fear to count up
their losses. It is realized that in the
. fighting before Mukden was evacuated.
{the death roll of the hattle of Shakhe
‘must have been far exceeded, and the
streets of ‘St. Petershurg, where now
every third woman wears crepe. wiil
present a sombre sight when the casual-
ty list arrives.

—_
|

! ¥ 80 HE WOULD.
New York Times.

A man would fight lite anything against
staying ont late at night, if his wife tried
to make him, P dida ke
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"'MRS. CHADWICK’S TRIAL.

Case Will Probably Be Given to the
Jury Today.

Cleveland, Ohio, March 10.—Tomor-
row will see the close of the present
trial of Mrs. Chadwick and the case
will probably ¥e given to the jury some
time during the afternoon. The day
was given over to arguments, half of
the total .number being concluded.

It was a trying day for Mrs. Chad-
wick, and her pale face and nervous
manner showed that the strain of the
trial is telling on her. During most of
the afternoon she seemed greatly ex-
hausted.

She was discouraged at the time of

 the midday adjournment and said:

“I have about given up all hope. I
haven’t any chance in this court.”

During the afternoon, when her at-
torneys were arguing, she brightened up
very much. Attorney Sullivan said this
afternoon that he would probably bring
about a second trial on -another indict-
ment immediately following ¢ verdict in
the present case.

o s (bt
VERDICT OF POISONING.

Mrs. Stanford Killed by Strychnine—

No Motive Yet Developed.

Homnolulu, March 10.—The verdict of
the ‘coroner’s jury to the effect that the
death of Mrs. Stanford was due to
strychnine poisoning is the subject of
much adverse criticism here. Many per-
sons declare that evidence was lacking
to sustain the conclusion of the jury as
to feionlous intent.

San Francisco, March 10.—The deci-
sion of the coroner’s jury at Honoluln
that Mrs. Jane L. Stanford was mur-
dered has added interest to the myster-
jous case. All the present and former
members in the Stanford household are
being closely watched. Chief of Police
Spillane and Captain of Detectives Bur-
nett said tonight that so far as the gath-
ering of evidence in San Francisco re-
‘garding the case was concerned, the po-
lice department and local detective agen-
cy had almost exhausted their efforts.
Capt. Burnett said:

“With all the evidence before us we
are as yet utterly unable to weave a
chain of circumstances that would war-
rant us in arresting anyone as the au-
thor of the mysterious crime.

“Jt ig not true as published that the
police have arrived at a conclusion as
to the motive behind this erime.

“Neither have detectives gone to Hon-
olulu to bring Miss Berner back.”

S W

NOTED FRENCH
LITTERATEUR

Coming to Victoria to Deliver
Lecture Under Auspices of
L’Alitance Francaise.

M. Funck-Brentano, who is tour-
ing the United States as a representa-
tive of the French minister of public
instruction for the purpose of studying
the diffusion of French literature in that
country, will lecture in Victoria. on
Monday under the auspices of L’Alliance
Francaise. The French visitor is prom-
inent among the men of letters of his
country and is recognized as a writer
of books and plays. His most promin-
ent work is perhaps the “Legeur de Bas-
tile,”” which has gained for the author
the title of “Solver of the enigma of the
man in the iron mask.” In this story,
M. Funck-Brentano produces evidences
to prove that the mysterious personage
whom Louis XIV. imprisoned, and
whose features were kept hidden behind
‘a metal mask, was not the king’s broth-
er, who was the rightful heir to the
French throne, but the Barl Antonio
Matthioli, minister of the Duke of Man-
tua, a traitor to his majesty. :

The lecturer bears the titles of keepet
of the archives of the Bastille in the
Arsenal Library, Paris, and professor of
international law in the <College de
France.

As a playwright, M. Funck-Brentano
has as collaborator A. de Lorde, whose
works are well known in America. Two
of his recent comedies are “L’Amour en
Cege” and “L’Amerireus Conspiratia.”

Interviewed at Seattle, M. Funck-
Brentano said: “I have been in the
United States since last November, and
have delivered more than sixty lectures.
I opened my tour in Boston, and have
;vppeared at most of the leadjng colleges.

“I am highly pleased witix the inter-
est ‘that -Americans show in French lit-
erature. They are as a rule eager to,
learn, and I have enjoyed large audi-
ences everywhere I have spoken.”

The lecturer is greatly interested in
plays and players. “I never miss an op-
portunity to go to the theatre,” he re-
marked. I believe the American stage
has a great future, but it must first get
out of the clutches of the theatrical trust
before it can proceed as it should.

“In my opinion Mrs. Fiske is one of
the greatest of America’s actors. But
because she is acting independently, she
is shut out of several of the larger
towns. In France we playwrights are
banded together and refuse to allow our
production to be handled by a trust. It
is the only way to preserve the purity
of the sfhge and elevate it to the high-
est standard.”

M. Funck{Brentano could not help re-
ferring several times to George Ade’s
“College Widow” and its great popular-
ity. Shakespeare’s tragedies, he declar-
ed, are not so successful as such plays
as “The College Widow.” “It is good
and I enjoyed it, but you Americans are
capable of better things.”

The visitor’'s English is limited, but
what he cannot express ‘imx words he
conveys in the inimitable gestures that
only a Frenchman can display.

“The people are so good,” he repeat-
ed, and his arms and shoulders moved in
a way to show the sincerityl of his feel-
ing. i b, g
“I am astonished,” he said, “at the
stand the average American takes in the
present war in the ‘Orient. “We hope
the little Japs win’ is the expression
that comes from almost every man with
whom I speak. I ask why, and the an-
swer is never the same. Why is it?
Is not race a question at issue? We
are ‘all one—the Anglo-Saxon, the Teu-
ton, the Slav and the Frank.

“My sister married a Russian. He
was an excellent gentleman, and I was
not ashamed, but proud of him. But
think. would one want his sister to mar-
Iy a Japanese? Russia has always been
friendly to this country. I do not think
the citizen of the United States has gene
deeply enough into the subject ‘of the
present war.”

The Alliance Francaise, which M.
Funck-Brentano is representing, is a
French literary society, and has a mem-
bership of 30,000 in the United States.
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RUSSIAN NEWS FROM IOWA.,

May Day May See Revolutionary Plans
Put in Execution.

Sioux City, Ia., March 10.—Aaron
Emden, who came from Russia four
months ago, today received a letter
from a member of the Russian revolu-
tionary party saying that April 18 of

the Russian calendar, or May 1, Ameri-

can calendar, has been named for the
opening of the national revolution. All
railroads and industries will be tied up,
and mobs will take possession of every
city. It is claimed that the support of
many of the troops is pledged. Emden
has heretofore received information
from ‘Russia which has proved ac-
curate.

O

pans, Lever’s Dry Soap (a powder)
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FIRE AT PHILADELPHIA,

Philadelphia, Pa., March 10.—The
three upper floors of the seven-storey
building at 1802-4 Filbert street were
destroyed by fire tonight, entailing a
loss of about $100,000. The insurance
amounts to about $75,000. The con-
tents of the first four floors were ruin-
ed by water. The origin of, the fire is
not known.

DENIED IN DETAIL.

German Minister Disclaims That That
Country Is intriguing at Pekin.

Berlin, March 10.—An official de-
spatch of Minister Mumm Von Scharz-
enstein at Pekin to the foreign office
was published today denying in detail
the Pekin telegram of the London THmes
asserting that Germany was intriguing
in Chinese internal affairs; the semi-of-
ficial North German Gazette prefaces
the minister’s message by saying that
create mistrust against Germany im the
the Times’ statements are calculated to
United States and Japan.

TR SR
FIGHT TO THE BITTER END.

St. Petenburg‘ Jtousn-ls _Bid the People
ot Despair.

St. Petersburg, March 11.—(4:35 a.
m.)—The Russ in an editorial article
this morning strikes a stirring note, not-
witastanding the extent of the defeat in
Mancharia, by bidding the people not de-
spair, The article contains no word
about peace, its whole thought being un-
compromising prosecution of the war,
though it is realized that this means
months of preparation for another bat-
tle and that, perhaps Tie Pass may fol-
low Mukden. It does not even demand
Gen. Kuropatkin’s removal, but says it

Russia has a better general. While hold-
ing up the hands of the government in
regard to the continuation of the war,
the Russ solemnly warns it of the neces-
sity of internal reforms.

Other influential papers are apt to
take the same stand and voice a patrio-
tic demand to crown the war with vic-
tory and rally all forces for the prosecu-
tion of the war.

Up till this time no further despatches
of yesterday’s date have reached St.
Petersburg, the censors releasing, how-
ever, a belated despatch dated the af-
ternoon of Wednesday. giving.details of
the retirement to the Hun river and de-
seribing the dust storm under the cover
of which Gen. Kuropatkin arranged the
dispositions of his retreat.

“We gasp for air,” the despatch says,
“put breath not air, but a continuous
fine powder which is filling Space, irti-
tating particles of fine yellow dust.
Every gust of wind raised and swirls
this dust. ‘The fog drives in denser col-
umns before it, in which at five or six
‘paces it is impossible to distinguish ob-
jects.

Retreat to the Hun.

During the retirement on March 8 the
Japanese did not press the Russian rear-
guards, and the columms reached the
Hun positions practically unmolested.
At dawn a cannonade was ope_ned
against a number of southern positiens
‘and fighting began at several points
northwest of Mukden, of the progress of
which little could be ascertained on ac-
count of the raging dust storm.

Mukden was the scene of nervous un-
easiness, shops being closed, hotels and
restaurants ceasing to feed customers,
‘Chinese painting over their signs, and
business “being at a standstill. It was
almost impossible to get anything to eat.
At the station heavy artillery and
wounded soldiers were being loaded on
long trains which overtaxed the rail-
road and ‘its operatives, who have bpeen
working uninterruptedly for ten days,
despatching as they best could on that
line an average of forty trains morth
daily. - From March 8 to March 5 over
1200 cars loaded with artillery and sup-
plies were despatched to Tie pass.

. —_— e

DOMINION NEWS NOTES.
Lord Strathcona at Montreal—Mur-
derer Executed—Winnipeg Wirings.

Montreal, March 10.—Lord Strath-
cona reached Montreal this morning
bright and well, though suffering from
cold contracted in England. He looks
robust. His lordship emphatically de-
nied the statement, attributed to him by
American papers that he had said that
Sid Wilfrid Laurier never could succeed
with his present school policy in the
Northwest. He said he had nothing to
do with politics, that he had held him-
self aloof from all parties while acting
as chief commissioner; and that neither
in New York nor anywhere had he ever
said a word as to the policy of the gov-
ernment on the school question. As to
the matter of Canada coming to the
front, his lordship said the Dominion
was no longer called a “colony” in Epg-
land; she was regarded as a nation with-
in the Empire.

Murderer Executed.

last August murdered his infant son by
striking it with an oar and then throw-
ing the body into the water at Coats-
worth, Ont., because he alleged he could
not afford to keep the child, was hanged
this morning at 8:12. He protested his
innocence to the last.
Sunderland, Ont., March 10.—Gevrge
Marquis, 26 years old, hanged himself
in the barn at his home yesterday. Nol
cause can be assigned for the aet.
Developments at a Trial.
Grand Piles, Que., March 10.—Much
excitement exists here in connection with
the murdered Perry Sclater at Grand
Anse.- According to the story told by
Mrs. Seclater, her husband and his hired
man, Wallace MacCraw, and a couple
of other men were drinking last Sunday.
Sclater became so drunk that he had to
go to bed. ‘When the time came to do
the chores he was angry because he had
to do them. He went out to the stable,
but was gone such aj long time that his
wife became uneasy, and, meeting Mac-
‘Craw, sent him to look for Sclater. In
a few minutes he returned saying Sclat-
er was dead. A few feet from him lay
his revolver.: Sciater had two bullet
wounds in his head. The first important
factor in the case developed when Mrs.
Sclater admitted that she had given
MacCraw the revolver when he went to
the barn. 'On this statement MacCraw
was arrested. More sensational develop-
ments are expected.

Winnipeg Wirings.
Winnipeg, Mareh 10.—At a meeting
of the Presbyterian synodical home mis-
sion committee, held here, the following
students were appointed to ‘British Co-
lumbia mission fields: M. C. Melvin,
F. G. Sutherland, T. M. Murray, W. J.
Allen, W. T. Hamilton, Hollis Wright
and E. Gosling. L

The grand lodge of the A. O. U. W.
elected part of their officers yesterday
at Calgary: Grand Master H. W. El-
ford, Winnipeg, re-elected; Grand Fore-
man James Kirkcaldy, Brandon, re-eiect-
ed; Grand Overseer 8. J. Clarke, Cal-
gary, re-elected; Grand Recorder J. M.
Matthews, Winnipeg; Grand Receiver
John Mason, Neepawa; Grand Medical
Examiner, S. O. ‘Corbett, M. D., Win-
nipeg; Grand Guide- H. H. Timms, Win-
nipeg; ‘Grand Inside Watchman A. E.
Ross, Virden.

Walter MecGreevy, civil engineer,
formerly of Quebec, was found dead
this merning in the basement of the city
hall. He was a son of Hon. Roht. Me-
Greevy.

Hugh McKellar, former deputy min-
ister of agriculture, has been appointed
P;taor(')lerk of Moose Jaw at a salary of

g

A Horrible Death.

Regina, March 10.—Today Robert C.
Brown, aged 24, while working on a
farm here, met a horrible death. Brown
was digging his way into a manure pile
while companions were working on the

When washing greasy afsnes cr pots ang | and

will companions could rescue him.
Af ¥ineveths greess with the greatest ease- @ land.

pilée above him. The covering gave way

is first necessary to determine whether |.

Toronto, March 10.—Alex Martin, who (:

Individual
Perfcction

The Goal of True Reformers
Says Count Leo Tolstoi In
London Times.

No Change of Government But
Abolition of All Government’s
Desired,

Russian Soclalist and Author
Goes Far Beyond Common
Understanding.

ONDON, March 10.—Count Tolstoi,
in a letter to the Times of
g London, which will be pub-
Iished tomorrow morning, will
say that he regards not only
the Russian government, but all govern-
ments as “intricate institutions sancti-
fied by tradition and custom for the pur-
pose of committing by violence and with
impunity the most dreadful social
crimes.”” He therefore thinks the ef-
forts of those who wish to improve so-
cial life should be directed to the libera-
tion of themselves “from the govern-
ments whose futility in these times is
becoming more and more obvious.”

This object it is held is only to be
attained by the unique means of reli-
_gxops}y and morally perfecting separate
individuals. The idea is prevalent that
the evil accomplished by the ‘‘present
particularly coarse, cruel, stupid and
dreadful Russian government” is not or-
ganized on the model of other existing
governments, which are similar instita-
tions for the committal of all kinds of
crimes against the peoples.

“For the purpose of correcting this,
the_ peovle had used all the means at
their disposal,” says Tolstoi, “imagining
that an alteration of the external forms
might alter the essence.” Such activity,
Count Tolstoi says, is inexpedient and
unreasonable in that the people assert
rights which they do not have. Violent
strife py eternal means on the part of
an insignificant handful of men against
a powerful government defending its
llfe, is only comical from the point of
view of the possibility of success and
Diteous as regards the unfortunate misl-
ed individuals who suffer in the unequal
struggle.

Revolutionary Programme.

“Thg Russian government has no right
to claims which do not appeal to the
great mass of the people. One hundred
miilion of the peasantry need nothing of
these demands, their one desire and ex-
pectation being the liberation of the land
from the law of property- or common
ownership of land, matters which are
entirely ignored in liberal petitions and
spegchcs and only incidentally alluded
to in the revolutionary socialistic pro-
gramme.”

Regarding the representation demands
Count Tolstoi says: “The people in the
greater part still believe in autocracy,
both by reason of inertia and because
they think that only by autuvcracy and
-thtjough.the Czar can they attain this
communilization of land. The present
activity is pernicious and it distracts the
people from the true goal—the perfect-
ing of separate individuals, whereby
onl_y can be obtained the objects towards
which those who are fighting the gov-
erument are striving. One cannot par-
ticipate in political action which draws
the. people into intrigue, subterfuge,
strife and spite extending to murder.
Political action not only fails to contri-
bute: to: the -liberation of men from the
violence of governments, but on the con-
trary renders the peopie more incapable
of that vigor which can only liberate
them.

“Light minded people, judging super-
ficially, especially those Jupget gby pthe
butchery in St. Petersburg, thought the
cause of these events lay in the
desponszp of the government, and if the
autocratic monarchical form of the Rus-
sian government is replaced by a con-
stitutional or republican one, then such
events could not be repeated.

Russia’s Chief Calamity.
“But the chief calamity from which
the Russan people are suffering is not
St. [Petersburg events, but the reckless,
dxsgracefpl, cruel war instigated by a
$c6re of immoral individuals. The war,
which already has destroyed hundreds
of thousands of Russans, imposes an
enormous tax upon the labor of future
generations. That which took place in
E:;n;’:t.ersbutrg 01}]1 Jan. 22 is nothing in

rison to what is taki -
Manchuria.” e pace 0
In conclusion, Count Tolstoi says that
in America, France, Germany, Japan
and England the pernicious character of
the governments is so marked that these
belonging to those mations point. to
events in Russia and naively imagine
that what is done in Russia is done only
in Russia, while they enjoy complete

! freedom aud need no improvement in

their positionst.

“But.” he adds, “they are in the most
hopeless state of slavery—the slavery of
slaves who do not understand that they
are slaves and pride themselves on their
positions as slaves.. The fact is that the
coercive government is in the essence a
great and unnecessary evil. Therefore
the aim of both Russians and of all men
should not be to replace one form of gov-
ernment by another, but to free them-
isselllviets"from every government and abol-
Sl s U

NO SIGN OF SYMPATHY.

Viennese Press Delights in Recounting
everses of the Russ.
Vienna, March 10.—The Viennese
press, commenting upon the occupation
of Mukden by the Japanese, shows no
note of sympathy witn Russia, but on
the contrary, seems eager to grasp the
opportunity to relate “Russia’s crush-
ing catastrophe and complete rout.” In
Some quarters the defeat at Mukden is
believed to mean that the Russian
cause in Manchuria is lost, but as yet
there is little talk of peace. It is be-
lieved that when the full force of the
blow is felt throughout Russia, Em-
peror Nicholas will be obliged to make
peace either at home or in Manchuria.

BRELIMINARY INSPECTION.

Officials of C. P. R. Take Run Over E.
& N.—A Fine Piece of Road.

Yesterday a preliminary inspection trip
was made over the B. & N. rallway by 2
party of Canadian Pacific officials, who ar-

j rived here last evening.

The party consisted of H. E. Beasley,
superintendent, Vancouver; W. 0. Miller,
superintendent of car service; R. Bowman,
storekeeper, and J. Goodfellow, who has
been .appointed superintendent of the Isl-
and lines, when the system is taken over,
on the first of next month.

At Wellington a visit was made to the
car shops, and the officlals imspected the
equipment of this department, as well as
other property there belonging to the rail-
way establishment.

Mr. Beasley, speaking of their tour last
evening, said it was simply an introductory
inspection, that they might be posted, so to
speak, as to the lay of things on the line
As the company does not take formal
possession for some weeks yet, he was not
in a position to indicate any changes
which might have been suggested as a re-
sult of the inspection. -

“I have mo hesitation though,” said hbe
“in saying that it is a very excellent plece
of road, in very good condition.”

The party will spend some time today in

Brown was suffocated before his!
Deceased |
to the west from London, Eng-.
Nothing is known of his relatives.

came

going over the Victorla terminus of the
road, and in taking observations, with 2
view of being in famillar touch with the
d'sposition of things when they are called
vpon to assume ceontrol.

WIi’eh~A Batile
Has Been

Retreat From Mukden §
Horrors of What Foila
Llaoyang Defeat.

‘Vanquished end Victors
Walled City and Death R
ed Harvest,

The retreat from Mukden wi
.awful one; death will ride hea
the demoralized armies, beate
twelve-day battle, as they see!
in the strongholds at Tieh-1
pass). The horrors of Liaoya
the retreat to Mukden—which H
regarded as a nightmare—will
less be repeated, if far worse {
befal, in the frenzied flight of
feated army. The great circli
of Oyama, drawn tighter day
has forced defeat upon the H
.and, if it is not stretched toa
may cut the retreat of Kuro
broken army. True, desperate
fiercely. I have seen most
fights made by Russian re
against odds—and the retreati
may cut its way, with loss, to
ary safety at Tieh-ling.

Mukden will be pillaged. Thy
will never forget the scenes he
.ed in the dawn of an early Se
morning when the Japanese
into Liaoyang. The scenes at
will, doubtless, parallel those w.
lowed the defeat at Liaoyang.
came to a thirty-foot wall, ay
the towered gate came thirty
unarmed Russians, drunken, wi
filled with loot.  These were sh
in cold blood and their bodie§
into the little stream which wa
city wall.

An extract from a letter de
that last day, when the retre:
menced at Liaoyang, portrayin
similar to those which are d
occurring at Mukden, taken f]
cclumns of the Morning Post,
of interest :

“That last night of Liaoyang
the tri-colored flags gave wa
red balls over the Chinese ho
one of horror. The heavens
colored red by upshooting fla
metal roofs and grey bricl
©of the Russian houses reflec
glare. The castellated walls of]
tive city were in the gloom;
silent but for the ribald song
rousing looters and an 0(
shriek, often the death cry, of
fortunate Chinaman. To th
where the occasional Blood-red
leaped at intervals and irreg
of darting flame-flashes alone]
night, there was the rattle of
now rolling fitfully and afte:
loud, resounding volleys.

“Back from that inferno, w
din of death-dealing ins
drowned all else, came bear¢
groaning wounded, some Dpie
«<lean-cut wounds that wo
heal, and others with deal
closing on them. Lumbering
wagons rolled in with loads of]
ed, their blood reddening
‘bound bandages; corpses of tHj
had succumbed rolled aga
groaning living. The bearers
the hell in the fighting line,
parrying and thrusting, slash
struggling, and of the terribl
«distances so close that the ri
in plain view in the darknes|
told also of the girdle of bayq
.circling the defences. Quickl
light of the piles of burning
which illuminated the station
its vicinity, the trains were
well-equipped, white-painted
trains the Empress of Russia
ing among them. The wound
the first care; then the muniti
stores were embarked. The t
treated by road, the last of tH
ing back before the victorio
nese in the early morning.

“The night before, while th{
the trenches and redoubts
fiercely to repel the advancing
tilitary band had given a co
had played light airs to the acd
ment of volleying musketry.
night, while the rifles conting
-deafening rattle, some offig
played billiards in the hotel
Greek camp followers establis
Chinese yamen. Squads of n
diers had pillaged the city, 4
and wrecking the places the}
and murdering those who o0b
the plundering of their propert]
tales of that night's*Work we
the few foreigners who rema

“Near the walls of the naj
where a bridge crossed to the
the castellated wall that the
had made in lieu of a gate,
Chinese hut with windows a
torn away. The hut was barsg
niture, and the k'angs were
Across the threshold, lying
with hands and feet asprawl
corpse of the owner, a bu
through the head. He was o
many victims.

“The Chinese within the wj
in terror, hidden in their homd
ers broke into many compo
lated women, destroyed furnit
ing it from rooms while they
for valuables. They killed s
nese. The looting and murdeg
by no means confined to the
They were the first to loot W
castled walls. The Japanese
They entered in the early mj
the 6th of September, and so
fighting took place between
parties of belated Russian D
caught as they emerged w
spoils. One fight—no, it was
cre—took place by the side ol
wall. The encompassed Russ
captured between two forces

nese and shot to a man. Soy
bodies were thrown into t
others lay unburied by the ri
doubled and contorted-as
writhed in death, for two day

The letter goes on to tell ¢
treat, but M. Nemirovitch D{¢
the Russian correspondent,
better. He says:

“Yes, it is under an impress!
ful indeed, that we fell back
den.

“Nerves are completely
The men start and become u
the least thing. Hill and daj
in the power of the enemy
farewell to them the while wi
our exhausted steeds.

“Without exaggeration, o
veritable craving for sleep, f(
fulness, for the loss of cong
and memory. Riding past
witnesses of the horrors whic
happened, past the dead bod
all along the road, we envy {
are already blind and deaf.

“For them no more defeat,
torment upon torment, no mj
doomed to disappointment.”

Mr. Wilfried Egan was shq
‘week at hig studio in Margra
dens, West Kensington, a port
he has just finished of the
Henry Vane-Tempest, who, s
fore his death, gave the artis
sittings. Mr. Egan relates an
incident in this connectioq
Henry’'s mother, the Dowag
Londonderry, desirous of seeing
portrait. asked the artist if
mind bringing the portrait to
Egan placed the canvas in_f]
cab, when the driver exclaimed
I know that aristocrat! D
about many a time, and shou
efome across mgay more like ”
the right sort of gent. ’e is; W

’

there as true as ever I saw i




