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Tolstoy’s Excommunication.

There is living at the present time in
Central Russia, about six hours by rail
south of Moscow a venerable old man
who has been trying with all his might
for twenty years past to live the Christ-
life, and now the news comes that he
has been excommunicated by the Rus-
sian church and that the Metropolitan of
Kieff, the Archbishop Joannicus, bhas
addressed a circular to all the archbish-
ops
them not to give him the privileges of
the church in life or in death., A strange
thing, is it not, that a man whose whole
desire is to follow Christ should be cast
out by the church that bears hiy name!

And who'is this old man against whom
poor, impotent Joannicus has now done
his worst? Leo Nickolaevitch Tolstoi is
a representative of one of the pld and
noble families of Russia. Born in 1828,
he was brought up as a nobleman’s son,
and in due time became a student at the
great University of Kazan. He gave up
his studies there suddenly, and the story
which they tell of him to account for his
departure throws a light upon his whole
life. One bitter winter night he went to
a ball in a nobleman’s house in the
neighborhood of Kazan. When he enter-
ed the house he left the sleigh which
had brought him with ils peasant coach-
man, outside toawait for him. He pass-
ed the night in feasting and dancing,
thinking 'of nothing but his own pleas-
ure. When in the early morning he was
about to return to the city, he found that
his coachman was nearly frozen to
death. For several hours the man lay
unconscious, and it was only by the most

strenuous efforts by continuous chn.ﬁpg,
of his arms and legs and the admlms-[

tering of every remedy at hand, that his
life was saved. The mind of young Tol-
stoi was'much struck by this dramatic
incident. It seemed to present to him
a picture of the society in which he
lived. There was he, a young nobleman,
with all the money he could use although
he had never been of any use to any-
body, going into the warm, gay and bril-
liant house to pass the night in costly
amusement, while his driver, the repre-
sentative of the great working eclass,
which builds the houses and prepares
the food and drink, and does the hard
manual work of the world, was shut out
there in the cold, and not allowed to en-
ter into the luxury which he and his
fellows had produced by their toil. Tol-
stoi left the university, for he could no
longer find it in his heart to devote nin
self selfishly to his own in-
tellectual improvement, while the great
mass of his countrymen were in poverty
and want. $ :

For some years he applied himself to
the management of his estates, trying to
ameliorate the condition of his serfs, but
it was discouraging work, and .he was
finally induced to drop it, and go into the
army. He served in the Crimean war,
and took part as captain of artillery in
the defence of Sebastapooi, and while in
active service he began to write short
stories and novels. In this literary work
he had instant success. His books were
praised by the critiug, and read eageriy
by the novel readers of St. Petersburg,
and of Moscow. When the war came
to a close Tolstoi was ‘already famous
as an author, and the career of a ‘great
writer was open befo'e him. He made
his home now at St. Petersburg, and
was received with open arms by the iit-
erary and fashionable circles of the capi-
tal.  He frequented the clubs and thea-
tres, went to balls and dinner parties,
gambled, fought du«'s, drank, ang led
generally the dissipated life which is the
rule among men of his class on the banks
of the Neva. But still he found no
peace for his soul in all these diversions.
At bottom he was s
man, longing to lead a good life, and
not knowing how to set to work _about
it. He had long since lost faith in the
formal religion of the Russian church,
and he did not know where to look for
a true religion. He travelled abroad,
and * sought to discover the secret of right
living from the learned men Whom‘ he
met in France and Germany and Kug-
land, but he received little help from
them. When the serfs were freed in
1861 he ‘'went back to the country to
live, and for a year or two ocrupied
himself in endeavoring to f:it them for
their new freedom, establishing a school
for them in his own village of Yasn:ua
Poliana and acting as prinecipal of it
himself. It was shortly after this that
he married, and for ten or fifteen years
his domestic relations, the needs of a
large family, the management of his es-
tates, the composition of his great books,
Anna Karenina and War and Peace, s0
engrossed his attention that he was able
to silence the demands of his soml for
a truly religious conception of life,

Let us for a moment look at the man
Tolstoi as he is at fifty. He is a rich
man with large landed estates. He is an
aristocrat, a member of a noble family.
He is one of the most distinguished writ-
ers of the world, and his books are trans-
Jated into all the principal languages.
He has a devoted wife and a fine fam’ly
of children growing up around him.
Would it be possible to find a man more
happily situated? And yet he tells us
that at fifty he could seareely keep him-
self from committing suicide. He felt
he had no religion, did not know what
he was living for, saw mothing in the
future but death. o :

But Tolstoi was no eoward, and sui-
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cide is cowardice. He made up his mind
to find the truth if truth was to be found
He began to read and study; he applied
to his friends, to the professors in the
college, and the priests in the churehes,
For several years he struggled with fhe
great questions of lire and death, of good
and evil, but he obtained little satisfac-
tion. He was a practical man, and he
wanted a practical religion that would
change of life of those that professed it
but as he looked around him he saw
religious people living much like the ir-
religious. He was ,ure that they were
deceiving thtmselves with their forms
and ceremonies. He set to work then
upon the study of the Gospels for him-
self and tried to permeate his mind with
the spirit of the teachings.of Jesus., He
hecame particularly attracted by the
Sermon on the Mount, and read it again
and again, and gradually its meaning
grew clearer and clearer to him. He
became convinced that the kernel of the
Gospel was love, love for God and love
for men, love extending to our enemies
and to those that hate and persecute
us, a love so strong that it would pre-
vent us under all circumstances from
using violence against them, a love shin-
ing like the sun of heaven on the evil
and on the good, on the just and on the
unjust. This conviction grew stronger
and stronger in Tolstoi’s consciousness
until it filled his whole life. All idea
of suicide passed away. He was filled
with a great joy, and he determined to
dedicate the remainder of his days to
such works of love as he could perform.
He looked upon his past life in the light
of his new love, and he felt profoundly
disgusted with it. Was it possible to
love his neighbor as himself and go on
living in luxury while his neighbors
were overwhelmed by poverty? Was it
consistent with Christ’s teaching for him
to live as one of a small society of rich
and aristocratic pewple, scorning nine-
tenths of mankind as their inferiors,
refusing to sit at table with them, or to
regard them as brothers, and these too
the very people who provided them with
the necessities and luxuries of life? No.
It was not. He wourd have done with it
all. He would cease to separate himself
from the mass of his fellows by his
dress, his manners and his occupation,
and he would admit himself to be what
God made him, a simple human being
like all the rest. Accordingly he began
to simplify his ways of living to wear
a peasant’s dress, to work with his hands
to do without the luxuries to which he
had been accustomed. His love extend-
ed beyond men to the animal world. He
did not take up shooting again, for he
would not find pleasure in causing pain,
and there are so many pleasures which
hurt no one! He stopped taking meat,
for he did not like the idea of slaughter-
ing animals, and he soon found, as many
others have done, that he was just as
well and strong in a vegetarian. diet as
he had been before on a meat diet. He
went on writing as a literary man, but
no longer for fame or for money, but
rather to make his new discovery known
to the world, namely, that people would
be happy if they obeyed the command-
ment of Jesus, to love each other.

I had the great pleasure of vi
him' at his country home in 1894, when
he had already been leading this life
for a dozen ~yeéars. In his peasant’s
blouse, with his patriarchial beard, his
kindly, searching eyes, his frank and
sincere manner, his geniality, and his
seriousness withal, he looked as the early
Christians must have looked, and the
love which had become the essence of
his life was evident in every word and
gesture. A little story of an event which
occurred a day or two before my arrival
will show how he asserts his influence
in his own family. It was told me by
the governess who was living with the
Tolstoi family, and who saw it with
her own eyes. His little daughter Sacha
ten years old, had been out in front of
the house, playing with one of the peas-
ant boys from the village. They had
quarreled, and the boy had struck her
with a stick on the arm, making it quite
black and blue. She came running in
to her father to complain of him, the
tears coursing down her face.

“Oh, papa, whip this naughty boy!”

The count took her up on his lap and
wiped her eyes and reasoned with her.

“Why, Sacha, what good would it do
to whip him? He struck you because
he was angry, hated you. If I whip him
he will hate yon more than ever and
hate me too. Wouldn't it be better to
make him love us? I tell you what I
would do if I were you. I would go to
the pantry and get some of that rasp-
berry jam that we had for lunch and
take it out to him.” g ‘

And this she actually did, and if 1
know anything of human naturg there
was far more chance of that boy’s turn-
ing out a good man than if he had re-
ceived the whipping which he doubt-
less deserved.

It is true that Tolstoi has used stout
language in criticizing -the chu;ch_; but
tried by the standard of love, did it not
deserve it? If he receives the same
treatment from the church that the apos-
tles received, who were scourged and
put out of the synagoguesf is it npot
proof that he is really walking in the
steps of Jesus?

CANADIAN WAR HORSES.

An Opening for the Farmers to Aid the
Empire. -

¥rom Montreal Star.

*Pis an il wind blows mnobody good.
The war in South Afriea, disastrous as it
has been to many, has proved of untold
penefit to others., Canada has profited large-
ly both in a sentimental and a material
way. The gallant conduct of her soldier
boys, who braved the dangers and priva-
tions of the campaign with the best of
RBritain’s veterans, has glven her a prestige
in the old coumtry that she might otherwise

.| never have gained, and she has also bene-

fited from a cemmercial standpoint by the
opening of the market which the demands
of the war office have created for her pro-
ducts. Next month will witness the de-
parture for of the fourteenth
shipment of Canadian produce for the Bri-
tish army in South Africa—hay for the
horges, and cammed moests and preserved
fruits for the men. Altegether the war of-
fice has spent about a -millon dollars in
purchasing supplies in Canada, and the ex-
penditure would have been still larger if
what was wanted had been obtainable. Un-
fortunately, the industries concerned are
not yet fully developed, and so were un-
able to supply the sudden dlemand, This is
a matter, however, that eam be remedied
gad it Is probable that in fwture a large
share of the British army eontracts for
fodder and eanned meats will be given to
this country. 2
In another direction Canada has henefited
and may benefit still more. by the war.
The campaign conducted as it has been on
new lines, has ereated an altogether unpre
cedented demand for horses. so much so
that, the war office was obliged to go ont.
side of ite usual sources of supply. The
* ritjeg ralled nwpon Canada to assist in
furnishing the needed animals. Major H.
¥ Dent. late of the 7th Dragoon Guards,
and now one of the remount officers of the

Tritish Army being seat out here to select
the horses, In answer to the advertise-
ments that anpeared in the various paners,
a large number of Borses were presenfed,

hut of these only a small proportion was
found suitable. Of those rejected, many,
of course, were unsound, but a very large
number were rejected not because of any
physical defect, but simply because they
were not of the proper type. What a loss
this was to Canada may be imagined when
it Is stated that while 75 per cent. of the
horses required in South Africa were pur-
chased outside of.Great Britain, only 3 per
cent. were got in Canada, although she Is,
perhaps betrer fitted for raising horses
than any other country in the worid. This
is a state of affairs which must be remedied
and the reform cannot come any too soon.
Major Dent, in commenting on the facts of
the case, said: ‘I think a great stimulus
1o horse breeding in Canada should result
from the horses now being brought out of
the country. What J think are most wanted
are good thoroughbred sires not over 16
hands, compact horses, with plenty of bone
and action. I am sure there must be plenty
of good mares in the country, judging from
those I have bought, and in many cases it
seems a pity they are leaving the country.”

A move in the direction suggested by Ma-
jor Dent has been made by an enterprising
frm of live stock dealers and agents, the
Telfer & Climie Co., Ltd.,, of Montreal,
who are importing a number of thorough-
bred stallions with a view to enabling farm-
ers throughout the country to raise horses
suitable for the army. These stallions are
being imported a few at a time and will
be placed in various parts of the country,
where their services will secure the best
results. Three of these are mow on their
way to this country and will be leased out
on certain conditions_ to such individuals
2 nay be selected from the applicants.
This is undoubtedly a move in the right
direction, and cannot fail to have a favor-
able result on the horse breeding industry
in_this country.

Formerly there were only two classes of
horses purchased by Great Britain for mili-
tary purposes, viz., those for the cavalrv
and the artillery. Now. however, there is
a third elass. for the mounted infantry.

Thisg is the lichtest class of the three, the
animals ranging in height from 14.1 to 15.1
hands. Cavalry horses must measure from .
15.1% to 15.3% and artillery from 15.2 to
16 hands. Major Dent gives the following
dercriptions of the necessary qualifications:
‘“T'he stamp of horse required for artillery
purposes is a blocky sort of horse, with as
much breeding and bhone as possible. The
cavalry horse is of a lighter type, with good
thoulders, loin and neck. The mounted
infantry cobs are a miniature horse. The
best stamp T have come across is the
French-Canadian, the only fault in their
casc being often a shortness of rein (neck).
The type of horse, for whatever braneh of
the service required. shonld be that of an
Ernglish hunter. with short legs. short can-
ran bone, good shoulders, back. ribs and
loins--the more breeding combined with
strenegth the better. The fanlts T have
chiefly found in the Canadian horses are
too much length in the back. making a
horse weak in his counlings. lightness of
hone especinlly under the knee. and many,
horses are failing in the quarter, a com-
plaint commonly called ‘goose rumped.’

Rich Strikes
In the North,

Another Find Near Pine Creek
In the District of
Atlin.

Other Creeks of the Stewart
River Country Are Being
Prospected.

Steamer Tees, Capt. Foote, which re-
turned from the North last night, after
a good passage, brought news of a very
rich find in the Atlin district on a bench
near discovery on Pine, owned by Fritz
Miller. The information came in a let-
ter and reported that gravel going $3.50
to the shovel had been found on bed-
rock. A tunnel 150 feet.deep had been
driven into the bank, and the gravel
claim known as the Yellow Jacket had
been struck. It is a sort of decomposed
ore, and a prominent mining authority
said that it was not likely that there

would be a very large amount of this
gravel in one place, although it would
not require much to make a fortune.
Miller is now on his way in to see just
what his laymen were doing, as he had
not heard from them in some time.
Discovery on Pine, just below where the
rich find was nfade, proved to be the
richest claim in the district, and the re-
cent discovery may be a continuation of
that paystreak.

Prospectors in the Stewart River
country are no longer confining them-
selves to the Clear creek diggings, but
many are now pushing over the divides
to Twenty-Mile creek, and even farther.
Constable Joy of the N. W. M. P., who
is stationed at a post near McQuesten,
in an interview in tue Dawson News of
January 18 said:

“There are not many men working on
Clear this winter, but a few of the
claim-owners are working near discov-
ery and the forks of that stream. I

groups of dry claims are known to have
been struck in the camp.

The heavy mining machinery, boilers,
ete., brought into the country before na-
vigation closed, are now being hauled
out to the mines on the creeks, to be in-
stalled ready for use when summer work
is possible. The trails are in excellent
condition, which together with the mild
weather, has given freighting to the
creeks an unusunal impetus. ore sum-
mer work is to be done than was at first
expected, and in addition to the mnew
work there will be ‘“enip:ng™ on all of the
old claims, as re-working the old ground
is designated.

Thousands of acres of Yukon hydrau-
lic concessions have been thrown open
for placer entry. Advices have been re-
ceived at Dawson from Otfawa to the
effect that on account of the non-compli-
ance with the government regulations,
concessions have been revoked on Sixty-
Mile, Ten-Mile, Slate creek, Stewart riv-
er, Fifty-Mile, Ottawa and Ballarat
creeks. These concessions comprised
many acres on all of the creeks and riv-
eds here enumerated, and the field for
prospecting thus provided for Yukon
prospectors has been greatly enlarged.

The first extensive mining operations
on Eureka creek, a branch of the Indian
river, have recently been undertaken
by L. C, Anderson. He has put in a
steam plant, which is the first on the
creek, where heretofore considerable
prospecting. has been done but not a
great deal of mining.

Diwson despatch of January 81
says: ‘“Business has been almost com-

of the Queen’s death was received at
this place. There was another parad®
and a mass memorial meeting. Exercises
have been held in all the churches. There
have been several to wire their condol-

ish royalty. Americans have
pated in all the proceedings.
‘““Fhe market generally remains very

partici-

vival in the near future. Speculation in
any form is practically at a stand., Sel-
lers on nearly every commodity are long
and buyers have their choice of the best.
There has been no mining transfers of
zny magnitude for some time.”

street, this afternoon. The chair will
be taken at 3:45. The new limit table
and the division of classes in grades
will be discussed. An interesting meet-

ing is expected.
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PRIVATE CONNOR'S MOTHER

Mothers of soldier boys are uniform-
ly made—in romantic history, at least—
after an approved general-in-petticoats
pattern. Mrs. Connor, of Clonmalroan,
of whom Miss Jane Barlow tells in The
Land of the Shamrock, was of a differ-
ent stripe. Her views of glory and of
conduct in the field were demoralizingly
unmilitary, but they make refreshing
reading for those who think the Spartan
mother a bit unnatural.

Terry Connor—six feet three in his
stockings—in his scarlet uniform with
green facings was beautiful to behold.
When he came over from Athlone on
furlough to visit his mother, she openly
exulted in the spleudor of his martial
aspect and in his inches. Athlone was
no such long way off, and it was known
to have been actually visited by ordinary
people.

It was a woefully different matter
when the Connemaras were sent off oh
active .service to strange lands, about
which all one’s knowledge could be sum-
med up in the words “furrin” and “fight-
in”—words of limitless fear. :

Then it was that retribution might

be denied to have lighted upon @Mrs,
Connor’s vanity about her son’s conspic-
uous . For this now became a
source of especial torment, as threaten-
ing to make him a better mark.
‘And you’ll be plased to tell him, Mr.
‘Mulcahy,” she dictated to the schoolmas-
ter, who was also cobbler and scribe at
‘Clonmalroan, “that. whatever he does
he’s not to be rupmin’ into the forefront
of the firin,” and he a head and shoulders
higher than half of the lads.

“He’d be hit first thing. God be
good to us! Bid him be croochin’ down
back of somethin’ shandy. Or if there
was ne’er a rock or a furze-bush on the
Lit of bog, he might anyway keep stoop-
ed behind the others. If he lets them
get aimin’ straight at him, he’s lost.”

. Mr. Mulcahy stirred the sediment of
his lately watered ink.

“Bedad now, Mrs. Connor,” he said,
disapprovingly, “there’d be no sinse in
tellin’ him any such things. For in the
first place, he wouldn’t mind a word
of it, and in the next place—goodness
may pity you, woman, but sure you
wouldn’t be wishful to see him comin’
back to you after playin’ the poltroon,
and behavin’ himselt discreditable?’’

“Troth and I would,” said Mrs., Son-
nor, “if he was twinty peltroons! All
the behavin’ I want of him's to be bring-
ing’ himself home. Who’s any the bet-
ter for the killin’ and slaughterin’? The
heart’s weary in me doubtin’ will I ever
get a sight of him agin. That’s all I'm
thinkin’ of, ftellin’ the truth, and if
1 said snythin’ diff'rint, it ud be a lie.”

“He might bring home a trifle of hon-
or and glory, amd no harm dome,” Mr.
Mulcahy urged.

“Glory be bothered?!” said Mrs. Connor.

And in the end Mr. Mulcahy only so
far modified his imetructions as to sub-
stitute for Mms, Connor’s more detailed
injunctions a vague gencral order to “be
taking care of himself.”

heard of a Frenchman having a claim
on Squaw creek, a tributary of Clear,
from which he took a grub-stake during
the wintér. Those working near the!
forks have been bothered some by water |
seeping into the prospect holes. 'They
have gone down 14 to 18 feet near the :
forks without striking bedrock. I have |
brought out some gold that was panned
from No. 4 above discovery, one pan
going 14 cents and the other 20.

. “Men are constantly travelling the :
trails leading to Clear. The greater
part of the travel is over the Arkansas
trail, leading from Dominion. '[he
route cut by the government up Rob Roy |
this winter is not much followed.

“ Accommodations are provided all
along the route. Empty cabins are avail-
able for shelter all along Arkansas.

miles beyond the divide from Arkansas,
another being only four miles further
on. One is being built seven miles fur-
ther ahead, and four miles more takes
one to Gravel Lake, where there is a
road-house ready for. business. The
next place is Barlow creek, 13 miles be-
yond Gravel Lake, where there is a store
and licensed hotel. Sixteen miles further
on there is a road-house in course of
erection,

“The T. & ¥. Uo. nus a store at Mc-
Questen. McQuesten and Barlow City
are the same place. It is the purpose
to hereafter call the place McQuesten.
McQuesten is 19 miles from Barlow
creek, and Barlow creek is 16 miles
from discovery on Clear.”

Claude Kelley, of No. 6 above the
mouth of Last Chance, in the Klondike
district, reports to the Dawson News ex-
traordinary earth struck on the group
of several claims working there. The
earth is dry as flour and requires mno
thawing. It at ;l)resent yields good pay.
The dirt is absolutely dry when taken
from the ground and remains so on the
dump. The tunnels have run in several

{ ince.
Then the first road-house is reached five |

typsies of Turkey

From Geod Words.-

From whatever land 'the gypsies may
originally have come, it appears evident
from linguistic facts that they have en-
tered Turkey by way of Asia Minor.
At the present day they are said to num-
ber some 200,00c souls, and are to be
met with in every part of the empire,
over which some families roam from
end to end, while others confine their
wanderings to its eastern or western
divisions, or sometimes to a single prov-
Attempts have been made in Tur-
key, as in other countries, to induce the
gypsies to abandon their wandering hab-
its, but with little success. Sultan
Murad IV. decreed their settlement as
agriculturists in the neighborhood of
the Balkans; but though the district
between Aydos and Philippopolis is so
overrun with them that it has received
the name of the Chenguin Balkan,
“Gipsy Mountain,” the gypsies of that
district are hardly less nomadic than
in other parts of the empire. About a
hundred and forty families have long
been settled in Constantinople and its
suburbs, and some two hundred families
are to be found scattered in small com-
munities of from six to forty families at
Adrianople, Rodosto, Epivates, Silivria,
and other places. * * * = :

The majority of the gypsies in Turkey
profess Mohammedanism, but they keep
so few of its tenets that they are held
in execration by their neighbors. - Al-
though. not persecnted, .tha antipathy
with which they are regarded evinces
itself in various ways.
stance:

hundred feet. Only one or two other

ing on th_e subjeqt of charity to a vast
congregation during the fast of Rama-
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When Your Doctor

Writes a Prescription

Bring it at once to our store. We can
serve you well, Our Dispensing Depart-
- ment 's In charge of a eompetent Phar-
macist NIGHT AND DAY. Give us a trial.
Telephene 425

CYRUS H. BOWES,

CHEMIST,
98 Government St.,
Vietoria, B. C.

pletely suspended ever since the news!

ences to different members of the Brit- |

quiet with no apparent reason for a re- |
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.Teac_hers’ Institute.—A meeting of the {the Cauldrons,” which they celebrate an-
_chtorm Teachers’ Institute will be held | nually on leaving their winter quarters
in the parlors of the Y. W, C. A., Rae | and which lasts for three days.

To give one in-
A few years ago a popular
‘Hodja at Constantinople, when preach-

Near Yates St.

zan, thus addressed them: “QOh, true
believers, open your purses and your
doors, every one of you, and give liber-
ally to the poor and needy. Refuse not
your alms either to Moslems or Chris-
tians, for these are separated from us
only by the thickness of the coat of an
onion. But give not to the Chenguins,
lest ye participate in the curse that rests
upon them.”

The origin of the curse referred to by
the Hodja is related in the following
legend: In the early days of their wan-
derings, the gypsy nation arrived at
Mehran, and during their sojourn there
they constructed a wondertul machiue
which was to be worked by turning a
wheel. All their efforts, however, to
turn this wheel were in vain until, by
the advice of an evil spirit under the
guise of a holy man, or, as some may
say, a sorcerer, their chief, Chen, con-
sented to marry his sister, Guin, a union
which gave to the gypsy nation the
name of Chenguin, by which they :ure
generally known in Turkey at the pres-
ent day. This unnatural marriage com-
ing to the knowledge of a Moslem saint
in the neighborhood, he laid, not only
the parties to it, but the whole tribe,
under the following terrible curse: “May
you never more belong to the seventy-
seven and a half races that people the
world, but be scattered as outcasts and
wanderers to the four corners of the
earth, ever homeless, poor and wretched,

| never enjoying the fruits of your labor,
i realizing wealth, or enjoying the esteem
{of mankind!” * & &' T

A tradition is current among both
Turks and Bulgarians that when re-
ligions were being distributed to the
different nations of the earth, the re-

cipients engraved their respective creeds
,on wood, stone or metal, or wrote them
in books. The gypsies, however, with
their characteristic thriftlessness, wrote
their canons on the leaves of a cabbage,
which: was shortly afterwards found and
|eaten by a donkey belonging to a Mos-
lem; and this, they say, is why the
Chenguins have neither god nor re-
ligion,

The only national festival which ap-
pears to be observed by the Gypsies of
Turkey is the Kakkava, or “Feast of

A num-
ber of families make an appointment
to meet in some green spot close to a
stream or fountain, where, far from
the jealous eye of Turk or Christian,
they give themselves up to feasting and
rejoicing. Each head of a family kills
a lamb, and finvites every Chenguin pass-
er-by to, his table, which on this occasion
is decked with flowers and supplied with
wine, however poorly it may be at other
times. All disputes are, during this joy-
ous season, laid aside, and dancing,
singing, and feasting are the sole occupa-
tions. At the termination of the three
days the company pay their poll-tax to
their tcheribashi, or headman, who is
held responsible for it by the govern-
ment; and, having settled their tribal
affairs, set out on their usual summer
tramp through the country with their
horses, mules, and donkeys. This feast,
which is falling into desuctude in the
neighborhood of Constantinople, begins
in the southern provinces of Turkey «n
St. George’s Day, (April 23, O. 8.), and
later- in the north.. Sometimes only a
few families unite for its observance,
but occasionally some hundreds of tents
may be seen pitched in one spot for the
occasion. On May 1 all flock to the
mearest sea-coast or river-side. Here
they perform the ceremony of throwing
water three times at the temples, invok-
ing at the same time, it is said, the in-
vigible genii loci, who, they believe, have
their dwelling in such localities. An-
other custom attributed to these no-
mads is that of annually drinking some
mysterious potion, whose composition 1is
only known to the elders of the tribes,
which confers upon them immunity from
snake bites. 4

In Turkey, as in other European
countries, Gypsy women are the witches
par excellence, and on this account the
race is as much feared by the supersti-
tious populace as it is detested and des-
pised. Gypsy sorcery appears to be
closely allied to that of the other races
of Turkey, who may possibly have ac-
quired many of their spells from these
wandering sibyls, and imparted to them
in turn some’ of their magiecal praectices.
Their fortune tellings are in the East
performed by three methods—palmistry,
cards, and consulting a little mirror fix-
ed in the bottom of a tin box, in which
they profess to see the evil spirit.

Many Gypsies, both among the seden-
taries and the nomads, add to their pro-
fession of musician that of story teller;
and this calling is generally RDereditary,
the tales being transmitted orally from
generation to generation. Some of these
Gypsy trouvres have at their commsnd
a vast storehouse of this romantic lore
which, being the only literature of 'the
Chenguins, is exceedingly inte}'estlng,
from a philological point of view, as
affording specimens of the various Ro-
many dialects current in the empire.
Much of this oral literature is also prob-
ably very ancient. - For the stories are
apparently learnt by rote in a set form
which never varies, and words are oc-
casionally used in their narration which
have disappeared from the vernacular of
of Gypsies of Turkey. The stories them-
selves differ in character from those car-
rent among the Turks, Greeks and Ar-
menians, and it would be difficult to
say how far the Gypsies have borrowed
from or contributed to the folklore of
the country. They comprise tales of talk-
ing animals, of grateful corpses, of prin-
cesses who propound or solve riddles, of
foundation sacrifices, and of Qevoted
friendship,- variants of all' of which are
to be found in the folk literatures of the
numerous nationalities, Christian aund
Moslem, in the midst of whom the Gyp-
sies of Turkey live, but with whom they
never mingle,
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CROW’S NEST COAL.

Shareholders Approve Increase of Stock
to Three Millions.

Toronto, Feb. 4.—(Special)—A largely-
attended meeting of the shareholders of
the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Company
was held to-day in Manning Arcade.
Out of 80,000 shares all but 10,000 were
represented. The meeting was called
to confirm the by-law passed by the
directors to increase the capital stock of
the company from $2,000,000 to $3,000,-
000, by issuing 60,000 shares at $25
each. The by-law was confirmed unani-
mously. ' One-third of the amount will
be issued at once, and the rest when
needed. The stock issued hasg already
been subscribed at a premium of $15
per share. The financial statement for
the year, which will be presented to the
legislature will show that the receipts
for the year amounted in round numbers
to $4,200,000, while expenditures were
about $4,000,000, leaving a balance on
the year’s transactions of $200,000.

B mm— ’
Sprinkler Wanted—A deputetion of
retailers waited on Mayor Hayward
yesterday and asked that the street
sprinkler be put into service immediate-
ly. in order fo abate the presemt dust
nuisance. Thus Gt is, every rose has its
thorn, and while enjoying summerlike
weather, the disadvantages of flying

Business i
The Law Courts

The Deadman’s Island Case Pro-
ceeding in the Supreme
Court.

Judge Draké Disposes of the
County Court Disputes--
in Chambers.

The hearing of the Deadman’s Island
case—Attorney-General of British Co-
‘lumbia v. Theodore Ludgate—was re-
sumed in the Supreme court, before His
Lordship Mr. Justice Martin. Hon.
Fred. Peters, K. C., and Mr. Howey
appeared for the Dominion, Mr. D. G.
Macdonell for the defendant, and Mr.
L. P. Duff, K.C,, and Mr. J. H, Law-
son appeared for plaintiff.

The defence called Mr. Frank Rich-
ards, a former official of g.he provincial
lands and works department who gave
evidence as to maps aud plans of New
Westminster district, made in or about
the year 1886. He said there were four
or five maps made by Mr. Landers, and
bearing the signature of Col. Moody as
chief commissioner. The land in dis-
pute was shown on one of these plans,
Witness had assisted the chief draughts-
man of the department to prepare a re-
turn called for by the legislature, The
original, signed by Conway Scott, the
chief draughtsman, was in the depart-
ment in 1886. He had himself prepar-
ed a new map from the original field
notes when the large map made by Lan-
ders was worn out.

After luncheon the maps referred to
were produced and Mr. Duff proceeded
to cross-examine Mr. Richards. This oe-
cupied the afternoon until adjournment
at 5 o’clock. The hearing will be com-
tinued this morning.

Before the Deadman’s Island case was
taken up, Mr. Justice Martin heard the
argument in Wise v. Christopher, am
A.tlin case, and dismissed plaintiff’s ae-
tion with costs. Mr. Jenns, for defend-
ant, moved for judgment.

In McKay v. Hall, the order for the
taking of accounts was acted upon.

To-day Mr. Jauy, for plaintiff, will
move for judgmwent in Livingstone v.
Austin,

IN COUNTY COURT.

Mr. Justice Drake presided in the
County court yesterday. The only case
of importance on the docket was that of
Pope v. Lee et al, in which the amount
sued for was $45. The circumtsances
of the case, however, involved some niee
points of law s to the mutual rights and
responsibilities of principals and agents.
Defendants collected $57 as agents for
plaintiff; of this amount they paid her $9
and applied the balance to settling their
claim against her for commission on a
sale of real estate. After hearing the
evidence, His Lordship reserved judg-
ment. Mr. McRae appeared for plain-
tiff, and Mr. Bradburn for defendant.

The rest of the cases were chiefly judg-
ment summonses, in which orders fer
monthly payments were made.

BUSINESS IN CHAMBERS.

Hay v. McCallum et al. Application
for order to wind up trust. Mr. Hunter
for plaintiff; Mr. Peters for defendant.

Biggar v. City of Victoria, one of the
Point Ellice bridge "cases. Application
for order to postpome trial owing to ab-
sence of plain-t.ié’s cvounsel. Mi’ Mac-
donell for plaintiff; Mr. Mason for de-
fendant. 5

. In Dalby v. Teslin & Yukon Naviga-
tion Company, the application to make
W. J. Macaulay a defendant to the ae-
tion was refused. The question of add-
ing Mrs. Dalby as ome of the plaintiffs
was held over.
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TO THEIR LAST SLEEP.

Deaths of Victorians and Those Who
‘Were Known Here.

Yesterday wmorning Mrs. Francis
Louise Sufferin died at St. Joseph’s hos-
pital, after a short illness. The deceascd
lady was the widow of the late Capt.
Sufferin. She was 60 years of age and
a native of Mystic River, Conn. She
leaves two daughters—Mrs, A. Warren
and Mrs. T. J. A. Tiedeman—to mourn
her loss. The remains were taken to
Seattle for interment.

Yesterday morning Ann Marie Hansen
died at her brother’s residence. The de-
ceased was a native of Vordingborg,
Denmark, and was 36 years of age.
She leaves her mother (Mrs. Hansen),
a sister (Mrs. Nelson), and a brother, all
of whom live here. The funeral will
take place on Thursday afternoon.

On Sunday Mrs. Isabella Robinson
died at the Home for the Aged and In-
firm. She was a native of Ireland and
76 years of age. She leaves a daugh-
ter and son to mourn her loss—Mrs
Robelee, matron of the Home for the
Aged and Infirm, and John Robinson,
who at present lives in New Westmin-
ster. ‘The funeral will take place Wed-
nesday afternoon from the Home. =

Mrs. H. Morgan, of Ottawa, daughter
of the late Hon. A. N. Richards, of this
city, and a sister.of Mrs. J. H. Senkler,
of Vancouver, died recently at the
Capital. :

The death occurred in New York
some time ago of ‘Ned Buckley, a Vie-
toria boy, who gained some fame as a
tragedian, supporting Booth, Barrett anﬁ
MecChullogh, Buckley took part in
amateur theatricals in Victoria in the
early sixties, and made his professional
debut with the Morgan-Phelps Company
at the old Vietoria theatre on Govern-
ment street. His parents resided here,
his father being an hotel-keeper,
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roof of a two-story frame residence orf
Quadra street occupied by T. Jennings,
and owned by A. J. Mclellan, yester-
duy afternoon. Sparks caused the fire.
The damage was $5. A small bluaze en
the roof of a Chinese laundry on Yates
streat was put out with a bucketful of
water.

Cedar Hill School.—The entertainment
given by the Cedar Hill school on W ed-
nesday evening was pronounced by &
large audience a splendid success. the
programme, consisting of twelve num-
bers and encores, passed off without a
hitch, after which tea and cake prepared
the visitors for their trip home. One
gentleman, who thinks that the body
should be educated, as well as the mind,
made a contribution of one piece of
apparatus, and the trustees hope that
other {overs of ' athletics may see their
way clear to follow his example, the
trustees agreeing to give's vote of
thanks to any and all who may help
the school along. There will be another

dust is an offset.

entertainment soon, due notice’ of which
will be given, g




