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CHRISTMAS.

Christmas has come again. It is wel-
come. Christmas is welcome to all sorts
and conditions of men, women and children.
Most people are glad to be able once in the
year at least to show their interest in their
<'fellow creatures, to express their good

wishes and to demonstrate their affection
without being considered ostentations or
officious or gushing. We Anglo-Saxons are
undemonstrative, particularly in matters
relating to sentiment and the affections.
We feel ashamed to express our feelings
openly, and we smile when a grown-up per-
son publicly indulges in a sentimental
~ outburst. A time like this, of unreserve, is

@ positive relief to many apparently cold

people. They enjoy being able, without

incurring either ridicule or reproach, to ex-
press their feelings in words and acts.
The cynic may ask are the Christmas
greetings sincere, and are the Christmas
gifts really tokens of affection, friend-
ghip and goodwill? We are safis-
fied that in  ninety-nine ocases out
of a hundred they are. It is said
‘that it is & ‘poor heart that mever rejoices;
in the same way the man must be phenom-
enonally cold aud unsympathetic who does
mot, once in a year, take 3 pleasure in show-
ing his neighbors that he feels towards them
“kindly and wishes them 'well. We have
- ‘the highest authority for believing that it is

more blessed to give than to receive. This
s true in the matter of Christmas boxes.

We verily believe that those who give

Christmas boxes experience a positive

delight in being able to give them to those

they love and to those whom they know are
in need. Imagine people deprived by some
decree of the pleasure of making presentsat

Christmas ! How' many would find ita

velief ! How many of those who noé‘ pre-

tend to think the bother of selecting Christ-
mas gifts & nuisance, would rejoice that the
daw had abolished the custom? If sucha
law were made and enforced, people would
then realize how much they enjoyed the
pleasure of giving at Christmas.
There is a law and a very stern one that
. deprives - many kindly-natured and
large-hearted persons of that delight-
ful privilege. It is the law of
'mecessity. At no  time is ‘pov-
erty more trying, more heart-crushing,

than at Christmas. = The mother who is un~

able to provide her children with a treat on
Christmas day, and who has not money
enough to buy something to put into their
little stockings, is greatly to be pitied. She
then feels the sting of poverty as she never
felt it before.  The father, too, who loves to
"see his little ones happy feels the depriva-
tion sorely, although outwardly he may give
no indication of his suffering. These are
the people who know from bitter experience
how sad & thing it is to' be unable to give
those they love some token of their affection
at Chrissmas. Are they foolish to grieve
= ‘about so small a matter ? Theyare not. It
is not a small matter to them that they have
wmot the means to make their children inno-
«cently happy. Their grief is a hopeful sign.
It shows that their affections are still fresh,
" _and that the iron of poverty has not entered
_into their souls. People like these who are
forbidden by the sternest of all laws to
make presents at Christmas, would be ut-

terly unable to understand the very super-|

fine persons who loudly declare that Christ-
4mas and its usages are a-bore. :

If thereisnot something very attractive
4in Christmas customs, how is it that the
festival has lived so long? Christmas isas
welcome now as it was hundreds of years
ago. It has extended the range of its
influence. It is now celebrated by denomina-
tions who at one time made a virtue of
decrying and  disregarding it. This shows
that the influence of Christmas is humaniz-
dng and elevating, and that, independent of
:all religious considerations and associations,
<t is a benign social institution. Well, then,
det us be glad that Christmas has come, let
us make the most “of it and see to it that

those who follow us and take our places

will be able to connect it with pleasant

tioughts and endearing associations.
The ConoNisT wishes its readers, one
and all,
A MERRY CHRISTMAS !

A WRONG COURSE.

. Some of the newspapers in the Eastern
parts of the Dominion' are determined to
drag religion into politics. ~The Mail in
Toronto and Le Monde in Quebec are Lent
upon discussing the public affairs of the

Dominion from a sectirian point of view.

The Mail does its best to deepen and
intensify any prejudices which Protestants
may entertain against the Catholic religion,
and Le Monde is trying to convince its
readers that the majority of Protestants are
fanatics ‘whose hearts’ desire is to keep
Catholice in a subordinate position and to
do all the injury they can to the Catholic
_, religion. What good is this mutual detrac-
“tion and mutual jealousy calculated to do?
It can do no good whatever. But it is
likely, if the people are influenced by these

newspapers, to do a great deal of harm.

Men, in social and business intercourse,
do not allow difference of religions belief
to keep them apart or to make them in any
respect unfriendly. The merchant does not
ask  his customer what his creed is, and
neighbora do not refrain from acting in a
kindly way towards each other because they,
on Sunday, attend different churches. And

" the wheels of both business and society run
all the more smeothly because difference of

religions belief does not cause friction.

Why cannot people act upon the same
principle politically as they do socially ?
Men of different religions must live together
din the same community, they must co-oper-

ate with each other in a thousand ways.

Why should they make intercourse unpleas-
ant and co-operation difficult by abusing
each other’s religions belief and obseryances?
There is neither good policy nor . good feel-

ing in such a line of conduct. A wise and
well-disposed member of society will respect
the religious convictions of his neighbors.

He will be careful not to say ene word cal-
culated to offend or hurs. the most sensitive:
of them, . Unless this is done wjith respect
to public matters trouble and unpleasant-

ness are sure to ensue.

It may be said are not people justified :in

standing up for their rights and in pursuing
the course in public affairs which they be-

lieve to be best ? Of course they are. But |
they can do this without saying a reproach-
ful word against the religions belief of those
to whom they are opposed. It is unfortun-
ate when' matters con

MONTREAL MATTERS.

Suit for Damages Against the Archbishop—

Ministers to be Sworn in—An Old
Resident Dead.

{Special to the COLONIST.)
MoNTREAL, Dec. 23.—The directors of

La Revue Canadienne, which was placed
under the ban by Archbishop Fabre for its

national religions get mixed up with poli-
tics, but these matters can be discussed
more rationally and more effectively when
the disputants studiously refrain from say-
ing anything reproachful of each other’s
religion, than when they indulge in sneers
and sarcasm, and when they apply to those
who differ from them in matters of relizion
injurious epithets of one kind and another.
Abuse and vilification create ill-feeling, but
they never help men to come to: rational

‘The Manitoba school question is the bone
of contention between the newspapers we
have named. That question will be settled
on its merits if the different parties refrain
from saying hard things of each other,
much more quickly and much more satis-
factorily than if they try to create ill-feel-
ing between the Protestants and the Cath-
olics of the Dominion.

NICARAGUA CANAL.

The Nicaragua Canal Bill is now under
consideration of the Congressional Commit-
tee. It provides that the -United States
Government shall guarantee $100,000,000 of
the bonds of the Company.
have been taken to secure the Government
from loss, either through the mismanage-
ment or the dishonesty of the Company.

- There'is a probability that the bill will
not be carried. The Nicaragua Canal pro-
ject has many and powerful enemies, both in
and out of Congress, who will do all in
their power to -defeat it in its passage
through - the Legislature,
have much influence, and it is not very
likely that they will be at all scrupulous as
to the use that they will make of it, or that
they will consider by any means carefully
the injury which their efforts to kill the bill,
if successful, will do the United States or
the world at large. Their object is to ad-
vance their own interests, which are selfish
and temporary, and they care véx}y little
what they sacrifice or whom they injure in
order to accomplish their ends. .

There is, however, u chance of the bLill
being carried sucoessfully through the Leg-
islature. There are many able- and ener-
getio men who are deeply interested in its | peen
becoming law, and they will leave no stone
unturned to get a majority for it in both
the House of Representatives and the
Senate. Once through these bodies the bill
is safe. The President is said to be favor-
able to it, and it is not likely that there is
any opposing influence strong enmough to
induce him to change his mind. = The diffi-
culty will be in carrying the bill through
the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate. The Lobby, which is very powerful in
the States, will do its utmost to defeat the

These eunemies

liquidate any

seems to be taken by:su

It is a little surprising that the aid of the
United States Government is required to
float so good & project as the Nicaragua
Canal. Under ordinary circamstances it
might not be difficult to get capital enough
to construct it from private investors. But
the present is a very bad time to present a
canal scheme to the' European public. The
failure of the Panama Canal has beeu so
signal and so recent that European capital-
ists are not inclined to risk their money in
a venture that appears to be similar. Then,
too, a very great deal of money has been
lost in'railway and other enterprises of the
Argentine Republic, and so the very name
of South or Central America has a dismal
sound in European ears, But the Nicar-
agua Canal is so promising a project and so
certain, if carried out with ordinary pru-
dence, of not only being a benefit to the
world but of yielding good dividends to
those who invest their money in it, that it
is certain, sooner or later, to recommend
itself to capitalists on both sides of the
It is therefore certain of being
built even if the bill now before Congress is
defeated. The failure of the bill will only
mean the delay of the work.

————— .
A BOLD CHALLENGE.

Mr. Clark Braden, in the Seattle Tele-
graph, challenges the Seattle Single-tax Pro-
paganda Association, to a discussion on the
merits of the single-tax theory. He proposes
to attack the Henry George theory at all
points. The propositions which he under-
takes to prove are:

1. The single-tax on land values alone is
based on utter ignorance of the objeot,
functions and  duties of government, and of
the basis and laws of just taxation, or on an
erroneous conception of these
matters, as it utterly ignores them.

2. It displays utter
meanings of rent and tax and of the differ-
ence between them.
poses to aholish all tax, in the
true sense of the word, and makes an out-
rageously unjust increase of rent.

4, Itisa gross violation of all just laws

orance of the real

5. It cheats its adherents with high-
sounding phrases and words, of the true
meaning of which it is utterly ignorant, and
with theories made up of such words and
phrases that are utterly impracticable.

6. It will ntterly fail to remedy the evils
which it assails.

7. It will inflict other and greater evils

8. It is more unjust than any and allevils

It is not likely that the single-tax men

ttacks on the Roman Catholic clergy; hav-

ing obtained legal advice that the Arch-
bishop’s action was illegal, have determined
to takeproceedings in the civil courts against
him and the ecclesiastical authorities for
damages, -The case promises to be sensa-
tional

Pro.vincisl Treasurer Hall and Attorney-

General Casgrain, members of the new
Government of the Province of Quebec,
arrived here to-day from England and pro-
ceeded at onoce to Quebec to be sworn in.

The death is announced in his 83th year,

of Mr, Samuel Ewing, of 39 Mackay street.
The .decease was, during his litetime, an
“was born in L rry, Ireland, in 1805,
and came to this country in 1845. He was
head of the firm of 8. Ewing & Son, spice
merchants, which has been succeeded by
S. H. and A. 8. Ewing. The deceased re-
tired from business some years ago.

Navigation on the St. Lawrence closed

ixuberduy, when the Richelieu and Ontario
a

vigation €o.’s steamers Longuenil and

Hochelaga, made their last trips and went
into winter quarters. X :

HENRY CLEWS' CIRCULAR.

Summary of the ﬁew York Financial

Sitnation for the Week End-
ing December 17.

Reinvestments of Dividends and In-

terest Will Exeeed Those
of Previous Years.

Business at the Stock Exchange moves

steadily on, without any change of moment.
The renewal of exports.of gold has natur-
ally put some check upon buoyant tenden-
cies; but the movement was not entirely
unexpected. Moreover, the position of our
foreign trade balance is hot likely to call
for any considerable outflow of gold, as the

London buyin.ﬁ of ~our securities helps to
verse balance ‘which might
call for remittances: of ie. London

cted emphatic expression of public opin-
ion in this" country against the continued
commitment of our Gévernment fo.the ac-
cumulation of silver.2 The result has been
a steady stream of London orders for our
most conservative ihvestments; and al-

'though these purchases have shown a pre- 1
ference - for gold-bearing bonds, the facts

show & return 6fh meo wgmre it had
sev shaken . throngh  our

threatened silver legislation. p““

The proceedings of the -Silver Conference

do not appear to. ise any immediate.

definite result. discussions, however,
have unquestionably had the valuable effect
of awakening. Europe to the seriousness of
the dangers connected with the silver pro-
blem; of arousing public opinion in Eng-
land to the necessity of that country doing
something really su towards restor-
ing the status of the white metal; of con-
vincing the Earopean Governments that
they must make large, positive and perman-
ent engagem®8nta if they wish to escape the
threatened dangers; and of satisfying the
other Governments that it is useless to
hope that they may shift upon the United
States any inequitable share of the respon-
sibilities that a resl remedy must impose
upon all the great commercial powers. It

seems probable that the conference msy ad-

journ for .a few mohths. During that
E:riod political influences may mature un-

rstandings that will enable the conference
when it reassembles to reach a definite con-
clusion. In any case the temporary ad-

journment of the conference will afford time

for more mature consideration and will, to

that extent, favor a more settled feeling for

the next few months. It is manifest that
under no circumatances will our Govern-
ment commit itself to any position that
could invalidate our ability to maintaia
payments in gold or its sure equiyalent,
and we may reasonably count upon the
London market affording a steadier support
to New York from this time forward.

Wall Street has now had five weeks for

observing the effect of the election upon the

industrial and commercial feeling of the
country, and it can hardly be said to have
discovered therein anything calculated to
excite serious apprehension, either as re-
spects the ultimate effects of the new policy

or the interval of  suspense before it goes
into operation. It is felt that the present

general prosperity of the country affords a

special protection against any immediate
derangements of business. Beyond this
comes in Wall Street’s confidence in

the emergy, sagacity and.  resource
of the country to adapt iteelf to any con-

ditions that may be forthcoming and to

force its onward march towards the com-
mercial supremacy of the world. On the

whole, it seems safe to assume that Wall

street will take no serious alarm at the im-
pending commercial changes until the occa-
sion becomes nearer and more real than it
seems ab t. .

The railroad situation is, on the whole,

assuring. The November gross earnings
show an average gain of about two and a

half per cent. over the unprecedented move-
ment of the same month of lagt year, which
in view of this year’s smaller crops is more

than was expected. The roads have some
reason to hope for -alleviations of the

embarrassing  interferences of the In-

ter-State Commission, _ alike from
the temor of ~ recent - decisions of
the United States Supreme Court and from
ameliorations that -some -expect to be
granted by the new Congress. The con-
struction of new lines is still kept within
strict conservative limits ; which is one of

the most hopeful features of the situation,
for the competition from an over-aug ly of
new roads created in advance of public re-
quirements has long been the bane of rail-
road investments. For the remainder of

this month, the Stock Market is likely to
show the effects of the settlements and the
balancing of accounts that always attend
the close of the year; after which will come
the usual buying for the investment of the
year’s . earnings and ~the reinvestment of
dividends and interest, which are likely t2

exceed those of any previous year.

at the unex-

- THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. .
Jg00b, whon fizat Na.fied hia tather’s howso,

d fear mantling his weéaried brow,
Lay down to sleep upon the dreary waste "
g Ind vg:voimed -pdmm. ‘md%, vowed a
He slept, and to his .op'd the heavens ;

Augglic Ig};ois %’ l’u:v v=enl %
God stood e hym in’ ven y

And o’er him in t.heirncimlu flew.

He heard a voice, and 100! saw let down

A ladder, linking earth with heaven above ;
pon it ones their passage made,
And down to & message brought of love.

“*Twas in his seed Earth should be truly blest
By it its sins and sorrows should be borne.”

Before him eenturies majestic mogt.
::H‘i.s%san—aod'n Christ—stood bleeding and

Time ﬂév. On Bethlehem’s plains the shep-
herds watch'd ;
No dream .was theirs uniting heaven and

earth ; ?
Spectators were thetiot the brilliant scene,
Attendants were they on Messiah's birth.

They saw the clouds—veils misty roll'd aside;
The inner Heaven they fearfully beheld ;.

"T'was not enough for them that all was calm,

Or that a chorus joyous 'twas that peaceful

swell'd;;
But soon the voices sang, * Good will to men!”
With “ Peace on t” the loud prolong’d

refrain.
Then. ere they knew or thought on what they

W,
_ To Earth Heaven’s ladder was let down'again

Uron the topmost step the Father stood,

And, reaching out His hand, to angels gave
His Son, to be on earth of woman born,
To live man’s pattern, him by dying save.

To-day.nodmmaﬁnudinvwonfao

Ty s rious signt that slee] acob z

"l‘llb:lbt% :Chmmﬂuven%
B o u| AT 2 3

f Propheta' confirmed and justified the Law.

Hail! Christmas morn, once Herald Angels
Their ﬁoﬁu to the new-born baby King ;

Our voices, to.the mighty Lord of Hosts, -
In prayer and praise and adoration }inﬁg.

“HIS OWN COIN.”
(A Nlnetaenih?!o;tury Sketch.)

“Leave Eungland, at the height of the
seagon ! Rex, you are not in earnest ¥'* -

““My dear sister, I assure you I am.
I h’nve long wished to go to Canada,
and”— -

“But why go now ¥’ The last speaker,
a tall, fair girl of two-and-twenty, gazed
inquiringly "at her companion as she
asked the question, and then added
hastily :

““There’s a girl in the case, as usual, I
suppose. - Oh, Rex, what a flirt you are!
Ah”____

She paused as a sudden recollection
flashed across her mind, and her face
flushed.

“Rex, did you tell Gracie,. last night,
of this intended journey ¥’ “The young
man colored, also, as he met her ques-
tioning eyes. ' “‘I—ah—that is—I only
made up my mind after the dance. The
mater and I talked it over when you had
retired, and” ———

“You left it to me to tell her. Idon’t
wonder you avoided doing so, yourself.
How horrid you are, Rex! You know
my opinion of your behavior already, so
it 18 not necessary for ‘mé to repeat it.
But I do hope that, Some day, sooner -or
later, your turn will come, and you will'
be paid back in - your own coin. You
know I begged you to leave Gracie alone.
There were plenty of other girls beside;
;hg for.you to flirt with. A mere school

‘amusement you find in making

#ve to poor simpletons; and then throw-

ing them over.. Its a 'pity .you are so

ood looking, Rex. If you had a plainer

ace, you might have more brains,
and”’—— ;

“Hush, Bee, here’s the mater.. How
can I help girls being susceptible?”
Beatrice Grantly glanced indignantly at
her handsome brother and left the room
abraptly as her mother entered.

- Everyone who saw Rex Grantly ad-
mired him. His acquaintances  among
the fair sex were for the most part in
love with "him, as his sister’s words
showed, and even the men he eclipsed by
his good looks were forced to admit that
he was uncommonly handsome. And it
was aggravating in the extreme to see
how coolly Rex took it all. From
his infancy he had won all hearts
by his beauty and sweet ways—*‘‘Bless the
sweet lamb,” as his old nurse put it.
His mother, a widow, simply adored her
only son, and he ran the risk of being
completely ruined by over-indulgence.
At five-and-twenty he had managed to
slip through numerous flirtations heart-
whole, though many a fair maiden ‘lost
her’s in the encounter. His handsome
face and expressive blue eyes, not to
mention the large amount of worldlygoods
which backed him up, made him ac-
‘ceptable wherever he went.  Anxious
mammas smiled and breathed freely when
pretty Gerty or May went off on his arm
to tread the light fantastic, and bright
eyes ‘grew brighter when he was the
attendant  _cavalier.  Certainly Rex
Grantly had small cause to complain of
his lot. Perhaps the only crumpled rose
leaf he came in contact with was his only
sister, whose plain speaking was not at
all to his taste. Her great friend, Grace
Howard, who had recently emerged from
school, had fallen an easy victim to young
Grantly’s fascinating manner. 1In vain
Bee made hints about his flirting pro-

nsities and remonstrated with Rex.

everal dances, followed by some private
theatricals, in which they both took part,
completed the charm, and Grace was not
sophisticated enough to conceal her sen-
timents from her friend’s sharp eyes.
The afternoon of the day on which Rex
had announced his intention of leaving
England, Bee walked over to call on Miss
Howard, having decided to acquaint her
with her brother’s proceedings herself.

“It will be better for me to tell her
than for her to hear it from a stranger,”
thought the girl as she was announced.
She found Grace alone in the pretty
-drawing room, comfortably established in
an easy chair, a novel lying on hec lap,
still uncut. A bright smile crossed her
face as she rose to greet her friend.

*Oh, Bee, I'm 8o glad to see you, dear.
Now we can have a nice chat. Its sel-
dom I can get you all to myself.”

‘ You were evidently induﬂ:i‘:lg in some
pleasant day dream, when I came in,”
observed Bee. as Grace drew her down
on a sofa, beside her.

. “*Well—I was; not a very profitable
employment, is it ¥’ -

- Bee did not reply at once. Her eyes
were fixed on her companion’s sweet
face. The two girls presented a great
contrast, Graze being slight and fragile
looking, with large, dark eyes, while

was tall and fair, and her bright, sensi-

grllike that; andwsysreat friend, -tool |
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‘will ignore such a chullenge as this, ~They
are very aggressive and are everywhere try-
ing to get a foothold for their system. Hers
is'a man who tells them in the plainest
terms that they are greater enemies of the
common weal than any of the classes whom
they attack, It will never do to ignore his
challenge or to make light of it by saying
that he does not understand Henry George’s

philosophy. = .

ble face was o irith the glow. of

The latter had . been wondering since
the morning, how she should broach the
object of her visit, when Miss Howard
paved the way to the destruction of her
day dreams herself. ‘‘How did you en-

| joy the dance, last night 7’ she inquired.

“'Pretty well. I never care for a crush,
much,” responded Bee, beginning to see
her way clearly. ‘I know that; I really

believe you ?refer following the hounds,
to daucing,” observed Miss Howard.
#So I do; there is no need for me to ask
what sort of time you put in,” continued
Bee, who believed in coming straight to
the pomt—*‘you sat out more than you
danced, tho’” Grace blushed and then
laughed* “Do you blame me, Bee,
dear?’ *‘Well—chacun o’ sen gout—did
Rex tell you he was leaving England,
Gracie?” Bee looked away from her
companion as she asked the question, snd
for a few moments there was a pause—
then: “No—is he going away?’ in-
quired the younger girl. The blush had
faded from her cheeks and her voice was
very low. “‘Yes; very shortly. He is

full of fads, you know, and this idea of

going out to Canada is the latest. Bee’s
heart ‘was full of anger against her
brother as she stole a glance at the white
face before her, and she felt considerably
taken aback when her listener suddenly
gave a little laugh and rose to ring for
tea, - ‘‘Hope he will enjoy the change;
he'did not mention the subject last night.
gzg you going to the Dales’ ‘At Home,’

natural that Bee felt quite non-plussed,
but she had rg‘et to learn that laughter
and gay words cover many a sigh, aud

“T’is a weary task to wear
The mask of joy on the face of care.”

CHAPTER II.

the West-end of London. She was alone;
only the moon, sailing along as serenely
in the dark blue sky, as the out bound

““Servia’” across the deep waters of the
Atlantic, shone on-her_white, sorrowfel

face, It was an old story to the moon.

She had seen so many tearful eyes and
quivering lips in her time.  But it was
something quite new to the girl who

knelt there, gazing sadly at the portrait

ridden, but, sailed away.

the absent  one. Poor little Grace.

She thought of the words he had

whispered, the stolen kisses and glances
which were so much . more = elo-
quent than words. A sob broke from her
and she covered her face with her hands,
and, strangely enough, at that moment
the object of her grief, pacing the deck of
the ‘*Servia,” glancing carelessly around

at his fellow passengers, saw ‘Baby’ for

the first time. He caught a glimpse of a
lovely, laughing face, met the glance of a
pair of hazel eyes and then the petite
figure in the tweed tailor costume van-
ished with her companion, an elderly
lady, who evidently preferred the seclu-

"¢ion of her stateroom to the fair moon-
light.” Young Grantly threw away his

cigar and up his’' mind to discover
the name of, the pretty stranger: 1t did
‘ot take lonig to find out all about-her
from the genial captain or to obtain an
introduction the following day.  She
told him herself in a sweet, low voice,

accompanied by several bewildering

glances from dark fringed eyes, ‘that -she
and ‘‘Auntie” were on their way to Brit-
ish Columbia—to visit friends out there.

*“We intend to remain a week or 8o in

Montreal,” she added, and Rex resolved

to do the same, and was seizéd with a
desire to visit the Far West. - Before
three days had passed, his heart, never
before even touched by the little blind
god, was out of his keeping. He neser
forgot those long, happy days on board
the ‘‘Servia.”  ‘‘Auntie” was a bad
sailor and seldom appeared, but Miss
Wilmer, for that was ‘‘Baby’s” name,
spent most of her time on deck, and
Rex constituted himself her special slave
to the disgust eof several of the other
men on board. The voyage was over
only too quickly, and the week that fol-
lowed in Montreal was, o Rex, the
shortest he had ever spent. ‘‘Auntie”
and her pretty mniece put up at the
“Windsor,” and, as a matter of course,
our young friend did the same. As
the two ladies knew no one in the
beautiful old city, the duty of escort on
the different  *‘sight-seeing” expeditions
and to the various places of amuse-
ment, naturally fell upon him. - The
last evening of their stay in Montreal the
two young people found themselves alone
in the large drawing-room of the hotel.
“Baby,” as ‘‘Auntie” always called her,
was looking prettier than ever, in a
black lace gown, which set off her
golden-brown Hair and hazel eyes to
perfection. Young Grantly was leaning
against the mantlepiece, his blue eyes
fixed wistfully on her face. “I am
awfully sorry I am not going - straight
through,” he observed regretfully, ‘‘but,
you knew, 1 promised an old -chum
of mine, who lives in Winnipeg, to
stop over there a few days.”

¢I’m sorry, too,” murmured l\ius Wilmer,
lancing demurely at him from beneath
er long lashes, ~As she spoke she gave
a little sigh, and the glance and the

sigh combined were too much for our

friend. He lost his head for a moment,
as many a one has done before, and,
seizing her little, white hand, he raised

Oh ! darling, .tell me you will be glad to
see me out there.” You must know,

you, dear!. Will you—will you give

me a kind welcome when we meet
ain 7’ Once more the beautiful eyes

glanced shyly at him, and the young

man read something in their depths

which made his heart beat faster than
it ever had before. *‘Of course I shall,”

she whispered, and the next moment

the soft little white hand was .with-
drawn and Rex was left alone . .

later, when he ar-

A few days

?” The laughing voice was =so

Three weeks later a girl was kneeling
by an open window in a certain house ag

she held—that of thé handsome face’
which had won her heart and then, not

“Oh, darling, I thought you cared
—a little”’——that was all. Not one
word of reproach or anger against

it hastily to his lips. ‘‘Are you, really ?

you must “have guessed how I love

rived in Winnipeg, his old college
chum was delighted to see him, and
did everything in his power to make
his visit enjoyable. But he could not
help feeling he had failed signally in - the
attempt, when he saw how. amxious
young Grantly was to proceed. on his
journey. ‘‘More attractive metal out
in Victoria. Who is she, I wonder ?’

he thought as he bade Rex farewell at
the station; “*Grantley looks delighted
enough at 'ge_tﬁn’ge away.” ' There was
certainly: no doubt sbout that. Rex
spont hours in the smoking compartment,
puffing innumerable cigars and indulging
in day dreams as _happy as those which
his sister had destroyed for poor little
Grace Howard. “By Jove! What will
Bee think of my choice? And. . the
mater ? Dear old mater ! She will ad-
mire and love darling, I know.”
And then he w draw a certain little
case from his pocket, which he had pur-
chased in Montreal, and steal a glance at
the beautiful hoop of u(fphiree and dia-
monds which was inteuded to adern the
little hand he had kissed on that mnever-
to-be-forgotten evening. It was late in
the etening when he arrived at the fair
Island city, but, in spite of his tiresome
journey, Rex slept but little that night.
He rose early the following morning and,
after ordering breakfast and not partaking
of 1t, picked up a new novel in the hope of
killing time till the afternoon, But read-
ing was out. of the question and he started
for a walk, wishing it was etiquette to
call in the morning. Miss Wilmer had
given him her address and his thoughts
were all of her, as he strolled along, hop-
ing by some lncky chance to meet her.
He saw girls galore, who in their turn,
looked with interest at the handsome
young Englishman, so evidently- ‘‘just
out.” Presently he turned a corner and
caught sight of &crowd, a short distance
ahead, gathered beforeachurch. Heheard
someone say something about a wedding
and paused to watch the proceedings.
Suddenly the door of the church opened
and the familiar strains of the *‘Wedding
March” fell upon his ear. The last time
he had heard them it was at *‘8t.
George’s, Hanover Square,” when one of
his cousins was married. He smiled at
the recollection - and then turned
to look with the Test as  the
bridal party appeared. First, two
little girls in white, scattering flowers,
followed by the  happy couple.
The bells ed out merrily and a cheer
rose from the erowd, but Rex did not
hear. His eyes were fixed on the fair
vision in white satin and orange- blos-
soms, the object of general observation.
The groom, an elderly man, came in for
but a small share of attention. And, as
Rex looked, his handsome face grew sud-

way blindly thro’ the.crowd. He had had
his heart’s desire and seen ‘‘Baby” again.
' SypNEY DALk,

e
PRIEST AND ARCHBISHOP. -

Father McGlynn Relieved from Ecclesiastical
Censure and Restored to the Exercise
of Priestly Functions.

WasHINGTON, Dec, 23.—The famous case
of Rev. Father McGlynn, of St. Stephen’s
church, New York, has finally been decided

by the restoration to him of authority to
perform his priestly functions. - The settle-
ment of the case came within the scope
of the neral wer - vested in
Mgr. Satolli, the apal legate, and
the decision was promulgated by him to-
night at she Catholic University, where he
is stopping. “The case was first formally
Er:untod' to. Mgr. Satolli on Wednesday

t by Father Burtsell, Father McGlynn’s
friend and adviser' throughount his contro-
versy with “Archbishop Corriga ich
resulted in the suspefision of “the st and’
then' his practical ication. - He
presented the plea of the deﬁu priest,

gr.

at the cless of which Satolli
told him to return to New York and com-
muoicate to Dr. McGlynn, a message from
him (the Monsignor). The purport of this
message can only be surmised, but it is be-
lieved to have contained a statement of the
concessions required to be made by him in
orddk that his plea might receive favorable
consideration. Dr. McGlynn’s reply wus
brought to Washington this morning
by Father Burtsell, and to-day he
and Monsignor Satolli were in consult-
ation over the matter. At a late hour to-
night the following statement was furnished
by & representative of Mgr.- Satolli: *“‘To
end the many contradictory telegrams sent
out it is thought expedient to state that, at
9 o’clock p.m., Dr. McGlynn was declared
free . from ecclesiastical censure and
restored to the exercise of his priest-
ly functions after having satisfied the
Pope’s legate on all the points in his case.
The effect of this decision by Mgr. Satolliis
limited. It enables Father McGlynn to
serve as a priest in any parish to which he
may be assigned. A return to his old fold
at St. Stephens is a subject for further con-
sideration and must be settled, the authori<
ties here say, by Archbishop Corrigan, of
New York.

ANNEXATION TO THE U. 8.

A Flatfooted Organ of Those Who Wish to
Join the United States.

ToroxTO, Dec. 22.—The first issue of an

eveuing paper called the Sun made its ap-
pearance last night. Its avowed object is
to advocate the annexation of Canada to
the United States, In its *‘salutatory ” it
says: “ We have no hesitation in saying
that our lack of like progress has been and
is entirely due to our unhappy separation
from the Republic of the United States,
and as our faith is that as one of the States
of the Union, we would b more

SINGERS

Public speakers, actors, auctioneers, teach-
ers, preachers, and all who are liable to
over-tax and irritate the vocal organs, find
in Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral 3 safe, certain,
and speedy relief. It soothes the larynx,
allays inflammation, strengthens the voice,
and for whooping cough, croup, sore throat,
and the sudden colds to which children
are exposed, this preparation is withous

" How the United 8

‘William H. Quartly, Auctioneer, Minla-
ton, Australia, writes: ‘In my profession of
an auctioneer, any affection of the voice or
throat is a serious matter ; but, at each
attack, I have been

BENEFITED BY

a few doses of Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral.
Thisremedy, withordinary care, has worked
ical effect that I have suffered
very little inconvenience.”

roat affections, I am heart-
ily glad to testify to the intrinsic merits of
this preparation.”—T. J. Macmurray, Au-
thor and Lecturer, Ripley, Ohio.

““Ayer’s Cherry Pectoral has cleared and
strengthened my voice, so that I am able to
speak with very much more ease and com-
fort than before.”—(Re
Pastorof Baptist Church,

Ayer’s
Cherry Pectoral

Dr.J. C.AYER & CO., Lowell, Mass.

Bold by all Druggists. Price, $1; 6 bottles, $5.
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"This National Comnmiti
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PRIVATE BILL NOTICE.

Notice is hereby given that application will
de to the Legislative Assembly of the
vince of British Columbia at its next Ses-
sion for a Private Bill :
Toamend an Act passed on April 6, 1889,
entitled * An Act to incorporate the Canadian
Western Central Railway Company,” it being
chapter 3f of the statutes of 1889, by striking
on of Seection 11, requiring the
majority of the Board of Directors of the Com-
pany by that Act incorporated to be British

sul
2. To amend Section 12 bgi:}:rlking out that
to subscribe for one hundred

* ments, undertook to

-+ furnish a cargo

portion requiring ‘steamship Indiana, by
named in the Act, ; p :
Com

3. To repeal Section 18,

4.-Toamend Section 19 in conformity thereto.

5. To amend Section 2 of the above entitled
Act, and also Section 2 of an amending Act
entitled * An Aot respecting the Canadian
Western Central Railway Company, and the
Canadian Northern Railway Com
on the 23rd April, 1892, as found in
of the statntes of said year, 8o as to empower
the Company to lay out, comstruct and equip
the railway frem a point. on the main line of
he rai’way herein named at or near the North

d the Fraser River in Cariboo, along

Parsnip Valley to the junction with the Peace
-River; thence east along
ey to the eastern boundary of British Columbia
or an alternative route from such point
'h the Pine River Pass; thence along the

ver to its junction with the P
to the boundary

an additional line from the

~ “commission had mad

“had given her
* corn, and the New Y.

the Peace River val-

- the $7,000 before con

prosperous than we can be as British
colonies alongside the overshadowing great
Republic, we shall devote ourselves to the
furtherance. of this great mission. With
England we have no quarrel nor are we un-
mindful of her great services on behalf of
human freedom, but our heart and energies
should be devoted to improving the con-
dition of this, our own land and our own
people and consider what is best for our-
selves rather than what is best for the
country with which we cannot long be
practically connected and whose people care
listle if anything for us. The advent of
this paper is not due to financial aid of
Americans nor to the contributions of
favored classes in return for government
patronage.> We come honestly before the
coun’ to secure as far as in us lies the
bright and better day for our people, who,
while blessed by nature with abundance of
her choicest gifts, have failed to reap any
harvest but one of disappointment and
humiliation. Of course none but constitu-
tional ' agitation will be resorted to or
countemanced by the Sun. We advoocate
the political union of Canada and the
United States upon fair and honorable
terms and a8 the act of two free, self-
governing people, but we do not advooate
such union nor would we consent to it

withoat the consent of Her Majesty and |j

the Parliament of Great Britain.”

ABOUT, ANNEXATION.
When dyspepsia invades your

same point at or near the North Bend of the

i i westward aleng the
telegraph trail through the Babine mountains
to the head waters of
thence following
coast at er near

the =Skeena River:
enerally said river to the
'ort Kasington, and a line .
along the other branch of the Skeena River
t Bear Lake, 1o the head waters of the
mineca River; thence generally followink
river to the juanction of the h

scribed following the Parsnip River .

To change the name of the Canadian
Western Central Railway Company to the
British Pacific Railway Com

7. To amend sections 21,
sections as refer to the apolication of the pro-
visions of the Railway Act of Canada, and 10
substitute therefor such sections of the British
Columbia Rnﬂmgny Act, a8 may be applicible

0g. .
such section or seetions to the cail
Acts or either of them as may be f
order to revive and declare to be still subsist-
ing and in full force amd effoct in law all
powers, franchise and privileges
said Company by said Actsor

em,

Dated the 14th day of Dece
ODWELL

Solicitors for the applicants,

INOTICHE!

Notice is hereby given that at at the nove
se-sion of the Legislitive Assembly, wpplica—<
tion will be made on behalf of Vi toria Colum-

A.F,AM.B.C.R., Vancouver
No.2,’A F.A.M.3.C.R , and the
yal Arch Chap er No. 120 of the
of S3cotland fora Private Bilt releus
rroperty wn as town lats 609 and

ity of Victoria from tha trusts con
oed in tha trast deed of 15th February, 157>,
ttling the same on other trusts, and in

- Tynehead, besides s

n 8y and
bad blood occupies & stronghold in bod

the way out of gronblo is to annex ﬂ%‘éﬁe o¥!
B, 2T o 18 o
cures to stay cured, o b o on

& body to hold and manage thesaid
perty on such iru.tsas shall be contained
such new seftlement.

Dated the 14th dav of 2,
WELL & IRVING,
Solicitors for the applizan:s

PRINCELY

Feed the Stary
of Ruf

A Generous Respon
Aid—The Faj
Ove

WASHINGTOY, Dec,
- famine having now so n|
Imperial authorities rep
active foreign effort
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Speaker and other men
-Representatives, a nu
ladies and gentlemen
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States, thirteen bishoj
_with other eminent clg
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month of January.
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Hale and others, to
with full charge of ti
and making a judicio
butions. This comn]
work under the plan

1 etersburg as tH

rtant action was
,%:)rk Chamber of ¢
regular meeting on Fe
providing for a commi
to add to their num

was begun. Philadelg
ter on the next day wi
were also other import
and successful operati
co-operation only, incl
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"~ The railway corpoy
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. snccession that it at ¢
and at least two ocead
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the Atlantic Transpo
make the offer of fre
sota, with her many
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was moving with all

“freight in the shortest
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‘ceived the final “‘God
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mage, editor,
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