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advantages. She longed for the en- :
best thin t -could h £
tourage that had once been hers—and Ing that could happen for Miss

surely here was her chance! She had
often thought that she would marry
again; but, though she was admired
and generally popular, no one with
rank and money had up to this time
offered her marriage—men looked
askance at the two daughters. Now,
howevef, it seemed as though there
were a turn of the tide.

"Thre; millions of money! I could
be the reigning queen of London so-
ciety if I had the command of that,”
she mused; and she decided that she
would have the command of it by
marrying Peter Cameron.

He was by no means a-vulgar par-
venu. There was nothing perhaps in
his appearance to be proud of, but
there was nothing of which she need
be ashamed, and to be mistress of that
magnificent house one could tolerate
a*few drawbacks. She did not devote
much time to thinking of the young
heiress Diana; she thought principal-
ly of herself and her dadughters.

Something that she said at parting
induced Mr. Cameron to visit her the
next day. There was never a greater
triumph of art and diplomacy, of tact
and of cunning, than that wooing of
Lady Scarsdale. It was her wooing to
all intents and purposes. On some pre-
text or other she saw Mr. Cameron
daily, and she kept faithfully to the
line that she had laid down for her-
self. She always talked wabout his
daughter, and of the great advantage
it would be if he married some one
who could introduce her into the most
exclusive soclety, adding what an ex-
cellent thing it would be for Diana if
she had some one to take the respon-
sibility of that great household from
her. He listened until he believed. He
did not know himself how far he was
in love with the handsome, gracious
woman; but he assured himself that
his interest in her sprung solely from
a desire to benefit his daughter, that
the acquaintance would be a great ad-
vantage to Diana. “It would be a cap-
ital thing for Diana,” he often said to | married women, and yet she has never| “Yes, I understand perfectly,” he re- | .
her. himself. It he had examined his own|even been presented &t Court! You | Plied. »

“I shall hope against hope,” he said. | heart more closely, he would have|have been ill advised, Mr. Cameron.| She held out her hand to him with a
“Mr. Cameron has always seemed to|found that he had fallen in love with | You have made a great mistake.” Queenly gesture.
me s very kind and sensible man.” this charming but scheming woman. | “I know nothing of the laws of| “You will forgive me if I say good-

“No man is sensible who is bitten| The climax was reached one morn- | etiquette of the upper classes,” rejoin- | bye, Mr. Cameron. I am a little agitat-
with the pride of life,” afirmed Lady |ing when he rofle over to Tresham to | ed honest Peter Cameron. “I was anxi- give
Colwyn; “and that is what has hap- | invite the whole party to a picnic. Lady | ous'to do everything for the best for
pened to him.” Tresham was engaged, and Lady | my daughter, and now it seems I have
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Cameron.”
“Then will you accept my proposal?” £
asked Mr. Cameron, somewhat anxi-|:
ously.
{  “I cannot just at once. Of course it |’
is a great surprise to me.”

He believed her, and for a momant
was lost in admiration of her disin-|'
terested conduct and advice. :

“I must have time to think it over, |’
and so must you,” added her ladyship.

“I am afraid if you teke much time
{to consider it, I ghall lose my cause,”
he’ said, with a sigh. “I would try to
make you very happy, Lady Scarsdale;
and in ministering to your every de-
sire I should reap unbounded happi-
ness.”

“Do you remember that I have two
daughters?” she asked. “They would
be excellent companions for Diana, it
is true.”

“It would be the best thing in. the
world for her,” said the captivated
millionaire. “You must not keep me
long in suspense, Lady Scarsdale.” Extra Large, 44-46 inches bust meas-
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peated to herself again and again: of 36 inch material, with % yard for

the ruffle.
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still she showed no signs of elation. A pattern of this {llustrati n mailed
“I must have time,” she urged. “It

to any address on receipt of 10e¢. in
is @& matter that will require much

silver or 1c. and 2c. stamps.
thought. T need hardly say that I
should have to make some sacrifices.”

“Three millions of money!” seemed
to ring through her brain.

Peter Cameron told himself, first,
how much he admired her, then what i
an advantage the union would be to |
Diana, and, lastly, how pleasant it|'
would be to hear “Mr. and Lady Cam- |
eron announced! Of course, as she was
an earl’s daughter, she would keep her
title, and the Duchess of Stone would
no longer “draw the line” at him
then,

“I will take a few days to consider
it, Mr. Cameron,” said her ladyship,
with mild dignity. “I could not make
80 gréeat a change in my life without
due consideration—you understand
that?”
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Make out your order from this
Jist and send it to us. It will
receive prompt and careful at-
tention.

Exercise Books, smooth paper,
75c., 85c., 90c. doz.
Scribblers, ruled and plain, 70c.
; dozen.
School Slates, $1.10, $1.60 doz. |
Slate Pencils, 30c. box. h
Lead Pencils, 20c., 30c., 40c., 50c. §
dozen. ]
Blackboard Chalk. 40c. box. i'
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“But Lady Scarsdale is clever

enough to make him think that it is
for Diana’s good,” sighed Lady Col-

]

wyn.
And Sir Royal stood aghast at the

thought of so undesirable an event.
“It must be fancy, Lady Colwyn,”

cared about

Evadhe did not seem well, and I was
not equal to it.” In reality Lady Scars-
dale had not been able to find the
necessary funds; the bijou house, the
stalwari footman, the hired broug-
ham, were this year beyond-her reach,
“Let her spend next summer with us.”
She paused suddenly, and added, “I
have often thought of asking you, has
Miss Cameron been presented 7

“No,” he replied, “she has not.”

“How is that?'—and Lady Scars-
dale seemed much surprised. “Not pre-
sented!” she said. “That is greatly to
be regretted.”

“To tell you the truth, Lady Scars-
dale,” he answered, his honest face
flushing as he spoke, “I had a great
desire that she should be presented by
the Duchess of Stone. When I first
came to the country, between two and
three years ago, every one told me
that would ‘be the proper course to
pursue, I would have taken a house in
town for the season, and indeed I
would have spared no expense, if the
Duchess had not avoided us. When
Diana makes her ‘debut in society, I
wish her to do so under proper aus-
pices.”

“You are right” sald Lady Scars-
dale; “but you have placed your
daughter in a very strange position,
Here you have a girl mistress of a
magnificant establishment, giving balls
and entertainments, going to others,
acting indeed with the freedom and
liberty generally accorded only to

“If Mr. Cameron had
marrying again, he would have done
he said, after a few minutes’ silence.
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corset cover and a dart fitted one-
piece underskirt or petticoat. One
could use flouncing for both the mod-
els, or batiste, nainsook, lawn, dimity,
crepe, washable satin, silk and crepe
de chene. The ruffle may be omitted.
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s0 before now.”

“He has not met a Lady Scarsdale
until now,” responded Lady Colwyn,
ia desponding tones.

If the matter had not been so seri-
ous, Sir Royal would have smiled at
the wistful face of the speaker; but
he was thinking of Diana.

“I cannot believe,” he said,
ly, “that Mr. Cameron will ever take
such a step. It would be cruel to
Diana. She has been mistress of the
Youse for so long that it would be
jyainful to ask her to make room for
bother.”

“Cruel or not, Sir Royal, you will
see that he will do it,” declared Lady
Colwyn, confidently. “I am grieved for
Diana.” Grieved for that tall, splendid
young beauty who had queened it so
royally over them all! The word seem-
ed out of place. “I have always
thought,” sald Lady Colwyn, “that a
very large fortune is a great mistake.
Peter Cameron has three millions of
money, and his immense fortune has
fired his ambition, He would have
been happler and wiser had he had

Erasers, 20c., 25c., 30c.
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less.”

But that part of the question did not
interest Sir Royal. His thoughts were
concentrated on Diana, for he knew
how terrible such an event as her
father’'s marrying again would be to
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Crields,

ed. Do not call again just yet;
me time.”

Peter Cameron took the jeweled
white hand held out to him and kissed

Sir Royal was miserable for days
after that conversation. He could not
endure the thought that a cloud should
darken the sunshine of Diana’s life.

Scarsdale received her visitor. She led
him en as usual, to talk about Diana;
and Peter Cameron’s infatuation for
the lady who took such an interest in

done wrong.”

pause.

“It is not too late to remedy the mis-
take,” she said; and then there was a

it; and as he rode home the sky and
the earth seemed to whirl round him.
The making of his vast fortune had
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beeni a source of wonder to him; that
he should marry an earl’s daughter
was a still greater matter for wonder.
He was too completely lost in contem-
plating his future prospects even to
remember the dear dead wife, Diana’s
mother. Musing to himself, he felt
thatthis wsa the best social stept he had
even taken. “Mr. and Lady Cam\eron!"
He was délighted with the sound of the o . o Gt s Y /s
words, And hat a good thing the alli- No. ‘ (
ance would be for Diana! He saw
everything with Lady Scarsda’le's eyes
and this was her favorite dream. He
Lady Scarsdale, smiling. “You should | determined, like a wise man, to say no-
find a wife who would saccomplish| thing about the offer he had made un-
such things for you—one accystomed|t!! he knew the answer. That answer
to the ways of the fashionable world.” | he would he sure to receive in the
“But where could I find .such a]course of two or three days.
wife?’ asked Peter Cameron with (To be Continued.)

strange hesition. \ ; v
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40-42; Bxtra Large, 44-46 inches bust
measure. Size 38 will require 514
yards of 36 inch material.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to. any address on receipt of 10c. in
silver or 1c. and 2c. stamps,

Her heart beat faster, and her hand-
some face paled slightly. The thought
of three millions of money, however,
sustained her. After all, she was only
doing what hundreds of other women
would have done if they had had the

chance—trying to secure a good hus-

A nd the W orst is Yet to Lome—— |bend, for herselt,
" = “If he does not speak now he never
& 20D GEAss % : A e will,” was Lady Scarsdale’s mental
B comment. y

“What is the remedy?” asked Peter
Cameron, at last.

“A very safe and pleasant one,” said
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his" darling ‘daughter visibly increas-
CHAPTER IX. ed,

Lady Scarsdale had decided.’ She{ “You must let' Miss Cameron stay

was quite tired of the struggle with | with us next season,” she said. “We

splendid poverty, quite tired of keep-| have not been to town this year.
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