
HBBWSiSt

THE EVENING TELEGRAM, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, SEPTEMBER 11, 1919—10

HMiziaizizrarejaniaimiiu^^upon their heads, they bitterly com­
plain.

The best example I know of this 
kind of 111-humour occurred on an 
American train. It Is' against the 
rules there to leave baggae In the 
bagge-way which runs through Pull­
man cars. A negro porter, walking 
up and down, noticed an offending 
bag. "Can’t leave thet thar!" he 
remarked to the man who sat read­
ing a newspaper on the seat against 
which the bag stood. After some 
time he passed again and repeated his 
warning. A third time he came and 
the bag was still there. "Say,” he 
told the man with the newspaper, 
"Ah’m gettin’ mad! If that bag 
stays there, I’ll pitch It off the train!” 
Wych, upon finding it In the same 
place a little later, he did. He went 
back then and told the man still 
intent upon the baseball columns that 
he had fulfilled his threat "Well, 
I can’t help it,"’ the man snarled, 
not lifting his eyes. “Tain’t my 
bag!”

Why is it, I ask once more, that 
the worst side of human nature is 
thus brought to the surface by rail­
way travelling? Why does a woman 
who, in a crowded carriage, is given 
a seat by a man, take it without a 
word of gra'.i > thanks? Why, 
when a man has opened a carriage 
do >r for her, do -s she step out 
haup.htly as if u had done what she 
paid tim to do? Why do men scheme. 
ccnsp.ro, and cve-i lie to keep car­
riages to themselves? Why ' is it 
found necessary to employ large 
staffs of inspectors to prevent people 
from "travelling in carriages of 
superior class to that in which they 
are entitled to travel (see bye-laws),” 
and why is it considered a good joke 
and not disgraceful to be caught by 
them? Why do so many men put 
tlieir muddy boots on the seats of 
railway carriages who would never 
sit in this way at home?

These phenomena are not confined 
to any one country. They are to be 
observed to all which possess rail­
ways, coloured, of course, by national 
habits and prejudices. And they are 
the more noticeable among those peo­
ples which consider themselves most 
highly civilized. The natives of 
Africa have no objection to travelling 
sardine-wise. They are, I have often 
noticed, kind and helpful to one 
another. It is in Europe that we find 
the misanthropic desire to be solitary 
most fully developed and railway 
carriage manners the worst.

There is but one bright side to 
the picture. That ie the surprising 
politeness and good-httmour of rail­
way guards. They have much to 
suffer, and it is pleasant to hear of 
successful retorts made by them to 
fussy or abusive passengers, such as 
that of the guard whol during a long 
stop between stations, was angrily 
asked by an Impatient passenger, 
“What the devil are we waiting 
for?” and who replied with a cherry 
smile, “Waiting for the train to go 
on, sir.”

Sometimes the retort is uncon­
sciously funny. On a crowded train 
in Russia lately a passenger was 
abusing the company and the Finnish 
conductor for not putting on more 
carriages. The conductor replied 
blandly, “There are quite enough 
carriages. The trouble to that there 
are too many people.” And he real­
ly could not understand why every­
one laughed.
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I started, stammered, blushed. It ! 
Was such an unusual piece of polite- j 
Bess. “Yes, oh yes! Certainly! By j 
all means!” I said, although I had 
been feeling coldish already and I 
knew the rain would beat in and wet 
Bay knees.

But politeness in a railway car­
riage is too rare a plant not to be 
tended with sympathetic care, even 
at the risk of a cold in the head or 
rheumatism.

Why is it that travelling by train 
brings out almost always the worst 
side of our varicoloured human nat­
ure? Abuse was poured upon railways 
when they were introduced. It was 
■aid that they would set all the towns 
and villages near the line on fire; 
that their fumes would choke the en­
tire population ; that the horse would 
be exterminated ; and that if passen­
gers thavelled at a speed greater than 
than that of a stage-coach they would 
be suffocated by the pressure of air.

None of these calamities has hap­
pened, but railways have brought, 
with them an unpredicted disaster. | 
They have ruined the manners of ! 
those who use them, lowered the mor- j 
ai standard, acted as a solvent of 
those very virtues which it is the, 
pride of civilization to have produc- i
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T. J. EDENSFrom our earliest yeiars we asa : 
sociate railway travelling with deceit. ! 
“Children over three years of age ! 
must be payed for,” say our régulât- j 
Ions. Yet children of four and five ; 
continue to be carried by the thous­
and every day, even on Sundays, no j 
fares being paid for them. Nestling ; 
In their parents’ laps when tickets ! 
are asked for, they are passed off as | 
“infants in arms.” No sooner has ■ 
the ticket inspector passed on than 
they swarm all over the carriage, 
taking up more room and causing 
more disturbance than half a dozen 
adults who have paid their fares in 
the hope of a quiet journey.

Reaching the age of twelve, the 
young, if they happen to be small in 
Stature, have the habit of deceit still 
tnore deeply dented into their impress­
ionable characters. Brazenly they 
?ive up half-tickets long after they 

the half-priced age.
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influence me, madam,” he replied, 
politely, "if you were the director’s 
only wife.”

Eight people in a compartment in­
variably combine to keep out the ninth 
and tenth. They spread themselves. 
They glare at any one who looks in. 
If you dare to enter they sit perfectly 
still, looking at each other or down 
their noses. No one stirs. Each side 
hopes you will make your attack upon 
the other. You venture to ask for 
room to be made. The effect produced 
as if you had required each to sign a 
cheque for a thousand pounds. They 
effect to be astonished. They look 
this way and that, counting the num­
ber of passengers. They murmur that 
there must be room in other carriages. 
Grudgingly they leave you the small­
est possible space into which to 
squeeze your painfully abashed self.

There is clearly some reaction, 
mental or physical, caused by rail­
way travelling, which results in the 
deadening of the higher impulses, the 
quickening of those which are un- 
neighbourly and resentful. There 
is something about a railway, car­
riage window which provokes the 
most evil passions and turns the 
most moderate of men into savages 
or boors.

What more simple than to take 
the sense of the other passengers on 
the qustion of opening or shutting 
the window? What more disarm­
ing than a courteous, “Would you 
mind?” Why, then, is the usual 
procedure to shut or open the window 
without a word? I am a man 
of singularly patient and forbear­
ing temper myself (so my friends 
say), but I confess that I am always 
infuriated by such individual usurpa­
tion of the right which belongs to 
the company as a whole. No matter 
what my preference about the window 
may be, I am seized with a desire to 
de the opposite—to shut it if it has 
been opened, to open it if it has been 
shut.

To yield, however, to such feelings 
is apt to be disastrous. Entering a 
railway train, I remind myself that I 
am now subject to malign influences 
and must fight against them. I run 
over in my mind examples of the 
painful consequences of yielding to 
impulse. There is, for instance, the 
case of the old lady who disliked the 
smell of tobacco but travelled In 
smoking carriages to avoid babies. 
She considered that her presence was 
equivalent to the removal of the 
"Smoking” label from the window. 
A man with a pipe declined to accept 
this view, so, remarking that he was 
no gentleman, she snatched the pipe 
.from his lips and threw it out of the 
window. He at once seized the lap- 
dog which whezel on her knees and 
sent it after .the pipe. Happily this 
occurred, according to tradition, upon 
the South-Eastern Railway, so when 
they reached the next station they 
saw the dog sitting upon the platform, 
holding the pipe, which he had 
thoughtfully rescued, In his teeth. 
So the incident closed amicably. 
But It is not always thus.

Some people are possessed In the 
train by a sudden devil which impels 
them to refuse any kind of help or 
comfort to their fellow-travellers. If 
such a one be asked whether “this is 
the right train for So-and-so,” he will 
merely scowl and grunt, though very 
likely he is bound tor So-and-so him­
self. Let a stout elderly man get in 
with a heavy portmanteau. The 
sullen ones will see him juggle dan­
gerously with it in his effort to hoist 
It. into the rack without offering to 
life a hand or move a foot to assist

Only a limited quantity now 
showing in our west window.□no

he replied, “has missed the train. It 
would have been too bad to carry his 
luggage away from him, would it not?”

He scored, as did the hero of Her­
bert Spencer’s favourite story—the 
passenger, who seeing a large and ex­
pensively-upholstered woman deposit 
her belongings upon two corner seats, 
took advantage of her stepping out 
to buy the Spectator and the Family 
Herald, to clear and occupy one of 
them. She returned and grew furious. 
“How dare you—.—?” and so on. “I 
shall complain to the guard,” she said, 
"and I may tell you that I am one of 
the directors’ wives.” “It would not

jup NEW Styledom recognizes a wide variety of new effects, 
" ■■ & t if that every type of figure has a selection of pleas-
e JYI p ingly suitable models. We have never shown such
^ V charmingly pretty and exceedingly becoming
X A NI S TAMS before. Their rich elegance of material and
■ Mlwl making give them a desired attractive effect. The
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TAUPE and BLACK. -- ......................

> ve outlived 
•lus is ingrained in their minds the 
tolief, now almost universally held, 
Shat robbing a railway company is 
Bet theft.

This belief is sometimes hardened, 
I feel obliged to remark, by the be­
haviour of railway companies towards 
their passengers. They give as little 
U3 they can, and they charge as much 
M they can for it. In the matter cf 
overcrowding they are frequently cali­
ons, and even guilty of positive fraud. 
A man I once knew made it a rule,
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Where Is Your Double?

Children’sThat there Is another person In the 
world absolutely identical to yourself 
is proved by a little mathematical cal­
culation.

If the perceptible diffemce between 
two faces is not greater than the total 
number of human ace, then there must 
exist at least two persons who are, to 
all appearances, identically alike.

The human countenance only varies 
within limits. No man has a nose on 
his forehead or his eyes below his 
chin. The number of perceptible dif- 

1 fenences is probably immensely less 
’ than the number of existing individ­

uals—some sixteen hundred millions. 
; Consequently, it is obvious that there 
i must be pairs of individuals alike.
’ This is given as an illustration of 
’ what has been termed the most strik­

ing thought on record—viz, that “all 
events in the world’s history have oc­
curred before and will occur again." 
To give another illustration, if there 
are more people in the world than any 
person has hairs upon his head, then 
there must exist at least two persons 
who possess identically the same num­
ber of hairs.

Again, it has been asserted that in 
a field of grass there cannot be.found 
two blades in all respects identical. 
It will be obvious, however, that if 
the blades are more numerous than 
the differences perceptible to the eye, 
there must be at least two which can­
not be distinguished from each other.

To sum up, the elements of which 
this earth is composed are limited in 
number, and so also are their possible 
combinations. And when all the com­
binations are used up they must re­
peat themselves, as in the example
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A goody that Is 
worthy of your 
lasting regard 
because of its 
lasting quality.

Doesn’t hurt a bit! Drop a little 
Freezone on an aching corn, Instantly 
that corn stops hurting, then you lift 
it right out. Yes, magic!

A tiny bottle of Freezone costs but 
a few cents at any drug store, but is 
sufficient to remove every hard com, 
soft corn, or corn between the toes, 
and the calluses, withoùt soreness or 
irritation.

Freezone i". the sensational discov­
ery of a Cincinnati genius. It Is 
wonderful.

Three flavours 
iO suit all tastes. 
Be SURE to get

In our Children’s Shoe Department we have a full 
stock of Skuffer Boots in Lace and Buttoned styles of 
Ck.colate and Tan Calf Leather. Stitch down double 
sole and wedge heel on wide roomy lasts. An ideal 
School Boot for boys or girls at our old prices,
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Do YOU take a pride in your kitch­
en equipment? or are you still satis­
fied in grub along with your old coal 
range, with it’s attendant smoke, ash­
es, and dirt and inefficiency? v 

Do you realise the siring in time 
and consequent leisure to be secured 
by an “ALL-GAS-KITCHEN Don’t he 
behind the time,” equip your kitchen 
with modem Gas appliances, and thus 
eliminate all the . drudgery and dirt of 
old-time methods. Phone 87, or call 
at our Showroom for full particulars.

ST. JOHN’S GAS LIGHT CO. 
June27,eod,tf

$3.10 $4.00,
v j' according to size. s . ?
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