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She bowed, -flushed ‘painfully at
memories not _yet sufficiently for-
gotten for her peace.

“A fine fellow, seemingly,” re-
marked Mr. Degraw. ‘1 do not
think he would engage in such un-
derhand business as this.’

‘ He might think it his duty .to
the other Mr. Degraw, whose friend
he is,” she ventured, with painful
hesitation. 3

Her - visitor looked -serious, but
hastily shook his head.

¢Unworthy of such a man! he!

muttered. An honest fellow such
as Mr. Byrd appears to be, would .
not lend himeelf to any such

scheme, involring the trifling of a !

respectable citizen’s private effects.
I would sooner suspect my washer-
woman ; and yet that is ridiculous I’

Jenny’s head, which had fallen
in dejection on her breast, rose sad- '

A moment of silence followed,
then be kindly observed :

‘Had I solace to offer, I should
not hesitate so long in speaking ; but
I coincide with you in thinking that
! this letter has ‘been taken by an
enemy of yours, and taken with the
purpose of thwarting your marriage
with Mr. Degraw. If, therefore,
you would make this attempt inno
cuous, and merrit the confidence of
your lover and the admiration o
: your friends, you will go at once to
Mr. Degraw and tell him what was
| in this letter, bhefore it can have s
chance to reach him.’

} For the first time she looked a
Uher visitor with a gleam of suspic-
 ion; but it sooa vanished before hie
i unswerving gaze.

I ¢1 thought,” she said, with a sort
; of yearning hesitation, ‘that you
'might have planned this story of

i
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CHAPTER XLI.
SECRET ENEMIES.
(Concluded.)

¢TI cannot believe it!’ was Jenny’s
exclamation, at this extragpdinary
revelation. “Who could do such &
thing? Who would?
enemy left in the wrold, unless—' She
thought of Mr. Byrd,
dismissed the idea as
“What do you think about it, Mr. De-

I have not an

but immediately
ridiculous.

graw?”’
“I do not know what to think, \Miss
Rogers. 1 locked the papers in what

1 supposed to be a place of great se-
curity. As I could not know what '
would be the result of our interview,
I did not have them put in the hotel
safe as I should have done, thinking
safe as I should have
thinking the would be
my trunk till I should return. But
they have been handled, incredible
as it seems, and the letter taken out;
why the letter and none of the other
papers, I must leave you to con-
jecture, since I have no means of |
judging of the matter myself.’
‘ITam sureit-is all a dreadful

mystery to me,” declared the poor

done,

girl, who was as ignorant of the|

world as most chi..iren of genins.
‘Did you speak about it to any-

safe in |

body ? Did you tell them you had
lost anything ?’

‘Most certainly. I did
what it was, but I announced that
a very important paper was missing
from my trunk.” That is why I was
detainrd so long. We were making
inquiries.’

¢ And—’

‘They led to nothing.
washer-woman had
nor has any
them.

not say

No one
but my been
admiitted to my rooms,
one_else been seen to enter
Tre thief must have been expert.in
l his art, and known exactly what he
i was going for. But why should it
i have been your letter?’
l ‘1. don’t know; I don't know.
1 I’erhap: because He’n en wished fo
|p1nmh me for my sins. I see no
’ other reason.’
| ‘Miss Rogers, shall T put this
{ matter in the hands of a detective ?’
| She shuddered, and placed her
i hand over her heart, as if the word
i had pierced her.
¢ No,” was her quick reply. ‘If

_it was not stolen by a detective, I
“shall be surprised.’

‘What do you mean ? he asked.

‘T am told that detectives are sly
and secret. That they resort not
only to honest but even to dishone-t
! means for finding out what they
| wish to know. If Mr. Byrd has any
i real reason for distrusting me (and
{ that he does distrust me is evident ),
i he may have thought himself justi
fied in stealing this letter. Though
how he could have known anything
about it, I eannot imagine, since
you and I alone were acquainted
even with its existence.’

‘Mr. Byrd is the detective who
saved your life in Great Barrington ?’

l
i
|
|
|
|

ONE OF THE HUNDREDS THAT LEAN UPON

OTHERS, OR ARE

YOU SUFFICIENT

UNTO YOURSELF?

It takes energy, brain-power, concen-

tration to make a ki
Vitality—and the
must be considered.

To

velihood.
power to keep it,

be a Tower of

to ' haye been long enough in my |

{ room, while T was here, to have
agone through my trunks; but a
letter, and such a letter! What

could it be to her?’

‘ Nothing, nothing,” acquiesced
Jenny, totally unnerved and di:-
hearted by this last misadventure,
‘unless,” she suddenly cried, ‘she
was acting for the detectives.’

Mr. Degraw looked startled.

‘I hate to think it,’
¢ She has washed for me severa!
weeks, and has been more than
once alone in my rooms. Yet in
| this way only can I account for the
trunk being opened, searched and
locked again in the short space of
time in which I was absent. She
was provided. with keys.’

said he.

is your one and only course, I will
e|{so far forget my former relations
! with you as to accompany you to
i Mr. Degraw’s studio. If he sees
I-that T am here to uphold and sustain
| you, he may think more lightly of
| your fault. At all events, you will
! not be alone, for if he rejects and
| despises you, I will take you into
{ my brotherly keeping, and. see that
you never suffer for a home while ]

live.

| ¢Qh, what gooduess!’ she ex-
| claimed. ‘ But I cannot accept it.
i I have not the courage.” And she
| indeed looked like a trembling child
i told to lay down her head to the
ax's stroke. ‘I had rather beg,
?smrve, die!”” she murmured. ‘I

‘ have been huugry, in the old days,
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3ut how could she have known

of my letter—of—of its being there '
“Only in one way, Miss Rogers

I did not tell you all I learned
about her stay in my room, because
I could see no reason why thix
woman should be interested in this

if sheis in the detective's employ,
the taking of this letter is the very
thing she would be likely to be in-
terested in; for it seems that she
was in my bedrooni while wag open

ing and reading your communica-
tion in the adjoiningapartment, and
from my ejaculations she must have
gathered an idea of its importance

Now, if she had keys, and was a
police spy, she would naturally take
means for procuring this letter, and
as I was called out before she left,
she had ample opportunity for un-
locking my trunk and searching
among my documents.’

“She did it! Shedid it! Mr

or any other letter of mine. But|

and I can beso again. It is not
that I fear, but one of his averted
looks.’ !

Mr. Degraw’s face filled with
compassion. He could not help it
in sight of s0 much misery and
beauty. Yet he did not think of
retracting his advice; indeed, Lo
| prepared to become more persua-
sive.

But she gave him no encourage-
ment to persist. Instead, she shot -
ed him a face so weary that he tock
the hint and turned toward the
door.

¢ I perceive that you need rest’
said he. ‘If you wish to sre ne
latter, send a note to that effect to
the Westminister. Meanwhile, con-
gider what I have said, and com-
mand me for any duty I-can con-
scientiously perform.’

‘I need no services!" she cried.
“Tf Mr. Degraw marries me, I
If Le

Byrd now has that lefter. Was not
this woman a bright, Frenchy-look-
ing girl 7

‘On the contrary, she is a dried-
up and unpleasant looking old wo-
man. If the Partuguese were not
dead—’

Jenny started.

¢Oh, it ien’t she,” Mr. Degraw |
’ g

shall soon have a protector.

_does not, I shall not need one ; yet
i I thank you all the sane,’
ed, with a touch of her old sweetness

she add-

that so wrung his heart anew.

¢ And, Miss Rogers, let-me urge
you to listen to this: Remember
that you have leased this house ;
that you paid for it in advance, and
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which the grace of the erring child
mingled strangely with the dignity
of a great-natured woman, she dis-
appeared out of her own door and
vanished up-stairs, while he stood
troubled and more nearly at the
point of adoring her than he had
ever done before in his life.

(To be continued.)
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srothingly continued.
of her death is no doubt 'rue.
oaly meant to give you some idea
ef her appearance.’ out her hands in deprecation before
Jenny shook her head with a slow ! her. ‘Any humiliation but this.

i If the rental of this house is mine,
“my 'T make a gift of it to you from to:
letter will soon be in the hands of morfow mornirgon. I have spent
the one man [ most drf'ad t: have enoughof Mr. Delancy’s money as
et }n is, withont charging his estate
“Her vi-itor did not gaipsay this, With my further maintenance. 1
‘Mr. Degraw will never marry ¢an sing. -~ Despair has robbed me
me if he reads that letter,” she de- of timidity, or rather despair will
clarad. soon do so, if I am called upon to

And still the gentleman 'L dure despair. - But I 'may not be. Mr.
her made no reply. * Degraw: has not yet seen that letter.’
%%

14 and 16 inches

d-gpairing movement.
¢ Whoever it is,” gaid she,




