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if she had been only waiting for that, 
she rose and took her bouquet.

•How many times have you heard 
that song?’ she Said, with" a curl of 
lier proud Up.

'I do not .know",’ he answered; ‘blit 
I am content to hear it still a hun
dred times more If you will sing it.’

Sfie smiled her inscrutable smile 
and moved away from the piano.

Dawson Slade followed her.
‘Have you seen the night?’ he ask

ed. ‘It is beautiful; full moon, or 
very nearly.’

‘No,’ she said.
‘Let me show you,’ he remarked, 

and going to one of the" French win
dows drew aside the curtains.

She looked out in silence for a min
ute or two, then she murmured:

‘Where is Harold, I wonder?’
‘Harold!’ he said. ‘Who knows? 

Perhaps he has wandered after wild 
duck; perhaps he is in deep consulta
tion with the steward; perhaps he is 
at Joyce’s farm talking to Mr. Jones 
and Mr. Robert Green.’

‘The Idiot?’
Dawson Slade glanced at her and 

then looked out at the night.
‘Not such a fool as he looks,’ he 

said, gravely.
She turned her beautiful eyes upon 

him.
‘What do you mean?’
He shrugged his broad shoulders.
‘Only this—that Mr. Green is an ad

mirable actor, and that Miss Warner 
knows more about him than we think 
she does.’

Lilian drew the crepe shawl more 
closely round her and smiled.

‘Why should you think that 
can she know?’

They were alone, and quite out of 
hearing of the rest.

‘Why should I think that?’ he re
peated. ‘Because I, have keen eyes, 
and—use them. I noticed Mr. Green 
while he was departing the other 
day, and a man less like an idiot I 
never wish to see.’

‘Well?’ she asked, with the same 
smile.

To be continued.

large country houses. So that you 
put in appearance ; t m al time , keep 
your engagements in the field, and 
turn up somewhere on the right side 
of midnight, you may do as you 
please ; and it was known that the 
care of the large estate fell on Har
old’s shoulders, and his duties provid
ed him with an excuse.

Sir Talbpt looked at his watch anxi
ously, and eyed the door expectantly ; 
and Lilian glanced at the clock with 
her deep, thoughtful eyes.

Dawson Slade, watching her, as he 
always did, wondered where Harold 
had gone, but his face was as impassive 
as ever.

Lilian had done her duty at the tea 
table, and stood beside the piano lis
tening to the amateur musician, who 
was in capital voice, and who held 
even the card players in thrall, as his 
clear notes rose and fell in the great 
Toreador’ç song.

There was an almost solemn hush 
in the great room, and all eyes were 
Jxcd on the singer, all except Daw
son Slade’s. His, under their long 
lashes, were regarding Lilian with 
an earnest scrutiny. She stood be
side the piano, her gloved hands 
oosriy clasped, her head slightly 
bent, her eyes dreamy and specula
tive.

She might have been listening to 
"he song, or wandering in thought 
miles away. She was magnificently 
attired in one of the costly dresses 
which Worth sent at regular intervals 
direct from Paris; the Wobdleigh 
diamonds gleamed and shimmered in 
her hair, round the white throat, and 
at her slender wrists ; a bouquet of 
rare exotics, which had cost the gard
ener anxious months of watchful cart 
and attention, hung on her listless 
hands; never had she looked mort 
beautiful or queenly-- So, at least, 
thought Sir Talbot, who leaned back 
in his accustomed seat, watching hei 
with fond pride ; so thought Dawson 
Slade, whose eyes dwelt longingly up
on her, as they had never dwelt be
fore on any woman.
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to work the bellows for me, or I 
would try it,’ she murmured.

Aimlessly she wandered from the 
aisle, the moonlight showing her the 
shadow of her graceful figure on the 
old walls, reading, as she went, the 
inscription on the tablets upon which 
the moon fell.

Suddenly she came upon a great 
square of marble, with elaborately 
carved border, and with the figure ol 
a lady lying in bas-relief at thé top. 
It was quite new, and evidently only 
recently inserted in the wall.

She approached it and read the 
inscription, whiefi ran thus :

Sacred to the memory of
Helena,

Wife of Sir Talbot Woodleigh, Bart., 
Bqru, May the 7th, 18 —,

Died, November 12th, 18—.
Tne girl looked at this with some 

interest and passed on. Her pro
gress was stopped by a pew which, 
standing apart from the others and 
screened by a curtain, seemed to be 
reserved for some one of importance, 
the door was open and she entered 
and sat down on the softly cushion
ed seat.

As she did so the moon’ight fell 
upon the books arranged in front of 
her, and her gaze fell upon one bear
ing upon its side in gold letters—
‘ Lilian Woodleigh.’ With a sad 
wistful smile she took the book in 
het hand and opened it listlessly, then 
laid it down and took up the next, 
which bore the name of HaroItT 
Woodleigh on its cover.

‘ Happy girl,’ she murmured ; ‘ she 
has him near her week days and Sun- 
cays I Happy girl !’

Instinctively she moved into the 
next seat, which was Harold’;, and 
leaning her bead on her hand fell in
to a reverie.
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The song finished, 
gave vent to the low-breathed mur
mur of approval and a 
which is all that modern 
will allow, and the singer, rising, 
looked at Lilian.

* You will sing for us now, Miss 
Woodleigh?’ he said.

She started slightly and shook he, 
head.

‘ Pray do !’ he repealed.
She hesitated, and at the moment 

Dawson Slade let the portfolio close 
with a little snap, and came lowaid 
them.

‘Surely you will sing for us, Miss 
Woodleigh!’ he said, in his low 
voice.

Lilian looked at him dreamily for a 
moment, then gave him the bouquet, 
for ^hich lie held out his hand, and 
sat tiown.
"With the same dreamy look on her 

face she sang one of Moore's ballads, 
and the card-players turned this time 
round in their seats
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but clear
and bell-like, the note trang out, the 
pathos of the words echoing in the 
music. The song came to an end, a 
murmur of polite gratitude ran 
through the room; Lilian looked up at
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