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THE RAILWAY SITUATION.
The railway problem we liavc alway 

with us, particularly in the season 
when tire grain trade and the coal 
trade join in taxing the facilities of 
the transportation systems. At pres­
ent the problem looms even larger in 
the public thought than usual irt this 
time of year. Reports from the south 
of a lack, of cars to haul out the grain, 
followed by the Premier’s announce­
ment that the Province would start 
machinery going to hasten railway 
construction have focussed public at­
tention on the subject and arc produc­
ing a variety of detailed proposals.

Thanks to our westerly situation Al­
berta is the last but one. of the pro­
vinces to benefit by tire natural trend 
of railway construction. The older 
portion of Canada being the eastern 
portion, and the market for Canadian 
products lying across the Atlantic, it 
was natural and necessary that rail­
way construction on a large scale 
should proceed mostly from east to 
west, and as a consequence that wc 
in Alberta should be the last provine.- 
except British Columbia to receive 
benefit from it. Hence it is that Al­
berta has less railway mileage than 
the much smaller province of Mani­
toba, and leas than the neighboring 
province of Saskatchewan.

The problem here falls into two iair- 
ly distinct propositions: the establish­
ment oi railway competition in the 
southern districts, and the building 
of development roads through the 
northern country. Edmonton and the
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demands attention without furthei 
argument. Such in the condition 
which numbers of them have declared 
to exist through Ifte failure of he 
roods to supply their transportation 
eeh*.

It is true tliai the fault of this dis­
appointment lies net with any gov­
ernment but with the inability or in­
difference of the C. P. R. But the 
fixing of the fault is not the main 
tiling. This is that relief be brought 
for the existing condition, whoever or 
whatever caused it. And such relicl 
is apparently not to be expected from 
the C. P. R. however strong may be 
their moral obligations to give it.

It seems reasonable that both phay- 
of this problem will be better, more 
quickly and more ecrtcinly solved if 
new lines be constructed as branches 
of great railway systems than if they 
are independent concerns relying 
on their own neoeesarily limited cop 
itol, and comparatively small constitu 
cucies. A railway can cuter competi­
tion with an old and established road 
effectively only if it be backed hy 
ample funds and managed by men 
who arc prepared to spend money t, 
capture business. Similarly, a de 
velopmem road pushed into a new 
district, ii it is to facilitate develop 
ment, must be prepared financially 
to operate, and operate efficiently fo? 
a time, gain or loss. A new road 
which undertakes to capture tradi 
from an old one, or which is built 
into a country where traffic has large­
ly tb be generated after construction 
must be prepared to lose money and 
expect to lose money for a .time; and 
if it is not prepared to do so tin- 
chances are that it will lose itself. 
The history of railroading is n con­
tinuous story of weak enterprises that

The assurance that the authorities 
are taking precautions to safeguard 
Lord Monta will not occasion more
satisfaction throughout the Empire the contrary, while no attempt nas

funds or a burden on the public by 
no means implies that efficiency has 
been sacrificed to cheese-pairing. On

than it will arouse appréhension ly 
the implied admission that such mea­
sures are necessary. The history vf 
Indian troubles is that measures of 
this -kind are not taken until they are 
needed, usua'ly badly needed. To 
the observer from a distance their 'n- 
angunrtioji is the straightest kind of 
testimony from, the nien on the 
ground "that th^yi expect ’’trouble ;n 
India.”

Politics in New Brunswick are con­
fusing to the. long-range observer. Last 
spring the constitue:.cica of Northum­
berland and: Carleton went Conserva­
tive in the PSbvinciai elections l y 
large majorities. Both members re­
signed and ran for the Federal house 
Both were defeated. Bye-elections to 
fill the vacancies in the Provincial 
housfe were held the other day ami 
both constituencies went strongly 
Liberal. The complication is increas­
ed by the fact that John Morisacy, 
commissioner of public works in the 
Hft*en government supported one vf 
the winners against a Conservative 
candidate. This seems to offer room 
for some explanations from the parties 
who told us Mr. Hazcn won a “straight 
party fight’’ last spring, for it indicates 
that in-accepting a portfolio in Mr. 
Hazep’s government the commissioner 
of public works did not debar him­
self from taking a hand in the election 
of a Provincial Liberal candidate 
.against the nominee di a Conservative 
convention. .At least this is not strict 
y in accord with the custom in party 

—“straight party” governments.

Montreal tried recently the inter­
esting experiment ot offering $2,000,- 
000 worth of debentures to citizens ;n

been made to. create a Harvard or a 
Cambridge, a McGill ' or a Toronto 
the purpose has been kept steadily in 
mind of creating an institution ad­
apted to the conditions of the day and 
the Province, and capable oi growth 
and evolution as conditions change 
into one meeting the new require­
ments and filling the sphere opened 
by them. To this end tho institution 
is managed by a body of representa­
tive men chosen from all sections and 
all portions of the Province, many of 
them schooled by long and successful 
business training to know the valuo 

-of a dollar and how to get it. A 
President has been secured with wide 
training in organization and yet with 
a clear perception of the difference 
in conditions and requirements be­
tween an old and well developed 
country and a new one primarily oc 
cupied with the problem of settlement 
and forced to concentrate its ro-xmre -s 
on the material necosities oi pioneer 
effort. With a moderately sized stuff 
of assistants a course has been mapped 
out broad enough to allow of future 
expansion yet based on conditions as 
they exist and on the educational de 
manda which those conditions create. 
In the beginning the university of A1 
berta is designed to qualify men and 
women for the ordinary business of 
life, as well as to offer opportunity for 
those who may desire to train for pro 
fessional careers. That there was .n 
demand for such training is evidenced 
by tlie establishment several years 
ago of colleges in Edmonton and Cal 
gary; while the numbers of students

resources and have gone down in tire 
fight. Usually they have been finally 
taken up by some powerful company 
made pan of an extensive system 
equipped effectively, relieved of ;n- 
dividual management expenses and 
run win or lose until the traffic in 

immediately tributary country ie fairly their territory has made them paying 
well supplied with railway accomnio- : concerne. For the traffic of the coim-

have tackled competitors too large tor|Uock, ]argr or snlall. The «périment 
them, or have undertaken develop-1 did not v.ork ol}t In rhc end ,h„ 
ment work which was beyond tln-ir wla had to be sold to one firm

dation op the competition basis. But 
from Edmonton south extends practic­
ally four hundred miles of compara­
tively well settled country as yet 
served by only one railway system : 
while northward lies more than four 
hundred miles of country rich in var­
ied fesources but held back from 
settlement by -lactyaj railway facilities, 
of any kind. To preate compétition hi 
the south and to extend accommoda 
fion into the north are the two prob­
lems involved in our railway ques­
tion.

These-problems over-lap of coure.- 
in the south, where railways arc wont 
ed both to create competition and to 
open up new country. But the de­
mand there is for competition rather 
than for development lines. Compet­
ing lines would do immeasurable orr- 
vice in extending settlement into dis­
tricts now remote from roads, but th ’ 
public outcry is not- so much that net. 
country be opened up as that com. 
petition be provided in the country 
already supposed to be served by rail­
ways. The hard fact which makes th 
railway question a pressing one in 
the southern country is that- the sys­
tem already in the country does u 
provide adequate shipping facilities 
It is not a matter of preparing the way 
lor more people so much es oflifthif 
a hardship from the people actually 
in the country; not so much tho ex­
tension of the opportunity for settle­
ment as the removing of" a handier-p 
from settlement already in existence 
If roads arc not built there, not only 
will tlie coming oi new settlers he 
checked, but the people who hav.-, 
already come will bo prevented reap 
ing the reward to which their own 
enterprise and the capabilities of their 
country entitles them.

This situation involves air obligation 
on the Governments, Federal and Pro­
vincial, to work ior its relief. Th 
people who have gone into the south­
ern country, who have put the:r] 
money into ft, who have undertak.-i; 
to make r country out of a widernes- 
and who in large measure have suc­
ceeded, in doing so, find themselves 
thwarted by the chief factor on which 
they counted for assistance. Wber­
th ey settled in those districts they’ 
did so largely because they were serv­
ed by railways, or were supposed, to be 
served by. them. The existence of the 
railways was an argument which' 
weighed with the new-comers, and 
■which, no doubt, induced many of 
them to settle in the south instead of 
going elsewhere. Rclyirfg on the rail­
way accommodation which seemed 1» 
exist, 'iiey have by the thousand, put 
their nil into the development of lilt- 
country, have driven their stakes there 
for better or worse and stand to win 
or lose in life as the country advances 
6r dobs not advance. When these 
men declare that the conditions are 
■such that not only cannot the country 
advance but that they cannot continue 
the work they have begun unless

try and the credit oi thé country it 
is far better that roads. be built in 
the first place under conditions which 
guarantee their regular;and efficient 
operation, whether the purpose of 
their construction " is to create com­
petition or to induce development.

Opr province lies in ti*e heart of the
continent. Its markets arc across the 
Atlantic and the Pacific. A railway 
to share effectively In the business of

bringing a good figure.

which the News must have “heed*" 
lossly” turned over in its haste tor 
more attractive gems.

For example, on March th, 1906, Mr 
J. D. Hazcn, now premier of New 
Brunswick, and then a member ol 
parliament, wrote the minister ol 
marine and fisheries as follows:— 

“Dear Sir,-—Enclosed you will find 
a letter from my esteemed friend, 
Timothy Donovan, of Oarleton, who 
complains a,'bout tlie price paid for 
bedf for the government steamers. If 
you can meet the wishes of this gen­
tleman I will be very much obliged.

“Yours faithfully,
“J. DOUGLAS HAZEN.” 

The reply follows:—
“The price for all kinds of fresh 

meat was fixed at seven cents per 
pound for the- season of 1896, to be 
obtained from T. Dean, Godsoe & Co., 
O’Neil Bros.,. and Timothy Donovan; 
the patronage to be divided as nearly 
equal as possible.

"Mt. Donovan is the only one who 
has made a complaint about tire 
price, and states that good meat can­
not be supplied at St. John for the 
price. He explains how the tenders 
were so low last year by stating that 
Dean and Godsoe & Co. entered into 
an unfair competition with one an­
other without regard to their ability 
to supply the meat for their tenders. 
This is probably true, as the lowest 
tender was $6.40 per 100 pounds, but 
the department fixer! the price at- 
seven cents per pound, allowing the 
■butchers recommended by the mem­
bers of St. John to participate.

"Mr. Donovan states that meat 
costs the government nine cents in 
Halifax. He is astray if he refers to 
fresh beef, as it cost seven and three- 
quarters and eight cents in Halifax 
last year. Mutton and lamb cost nine 
cents.

“In view of tire fact that the best 
meat, which in the end is the most 
economical, cannot be supplied for 
seven cents, I recommend that eight 
cents per pound be allowed for fresh

tien'from Britain. There has not in­
deed as yet been laid down the pre­
cise line which deinarks the authority 
of the Home government from the in- 
dependence of the Dominion. In Iris 
day any attempt to lay down such 
line was regarde,T as-’iSpossiblc, and 
yet to institute responsible govern-

going yearly to eastern universities meat in St. John and that the depart­
ment insist upon getting good meat 
and that all inferior meat sent to the 
steamer by these butchers be promptly 
refused.”

This shows at least that the system 
was in perfect working order on the

THE UNIVERSITY: ITS COST AND 
AIMS.

From figures recently given out it 
appears that the cost oi tlie Provincial 
university for tho first year lias been 
$13,159.93. The sum in itself is not 
large, but an equally, important fact 
ia that not a dollar of it came from 
the general funds of the Province nor 
from the general public. No part of 
it was taken from the subsidies re­
ceived from the Federal treasury, and 
none oi it was obtained by levy on 
the people of tho Province. The ex­
istence of the university has ndt de- 
creased by a dollar1 the ordinary ftxpds 
at the Government’s dispersal for cat1- 
rying on tfie Provincial business; 
while on the other hand it lias im- 

moving our products must operate to j posed no burden, largo or small, on 
the seaboard or to the head o£ the‘ the public. The Government lias had 
Lakes, whence a water-way leads to ! during the year and lias today just-is 
the sea- A road which operated mere- • much money for the construction, ol 
ly in the province itself could hoot- roads and bridges and for the other

proved that there was also a demand 
for a more specialized education than 
these institutions afforded. To serve 
this dual purpose is the business of 
the Alberta university; ail end which 
is being accomplished without detract­
ing from the funds ordinarily avail­
able for the more pressing business • i 
the Government or imposing a burden 
on tlie people of the Province.

and expect to become nothing more 
than a “feeder” for the trunk lint-s­
and there is no money in ieeding rail­
ways that belong to somebody elder 
Yet unless the roads in the province 
can be made profitable they will be­
come a drag rather than a help to id- 
vancemenl. A railroad failure is net 
limited in consequences to tlie people 
whose money has gone into it—these 
extend also to the public who are de­
nied an efficient service, to the back: 
ers who have to make good tlie Toss, 
and to the country which is condemn-

ment without laying it down wus-held. ill the minds of tho youthful peers
to be equally impossible. In theory 
responsible government meant a sev­
erance of British connection; Lord 
Sydenham, with the co-operation of 
Lord John Russell, introduced respon­
sible government without even strain­
ing dangerously the bonds of union 
It is because he did in practice wliat 
was declared impossible, and what 
has not yet been done in law, that he 
deseryes tlie appreciative memory vf 
Canadians.

All tills and inuoîi more is told with 
absorbing interest in the volume of 
Professor Shortt. The conditions and 
the consequences ef the undying racial 
antagonism which for nearly a cen­
tury hold the French and English 
colonists at daggers-drawn arc sketch­
ed with clearness and precision, with 
an occasional hint by the way also 
of how this warfare was perpetuated 
and embittered 'by ithe consistent im­
policy of tlie Imperial government. 
Tlie abuses of the Family Compact 
are recited, and the political reason 
for tlie institution oi this memorable 
iniquity made clear. These two lines 
of impolicy in the two provinces vf 
Lower and Upper Canada are shown 
to have produced a condition of tilings 
which may well have been regarded 
as unsolvable by well-intentioned 
statesmen of the day. That the prob­
lem was solved we owe to Mr. Poulett 
Thompson, afterward'I.brd Sydenham. 
His work and how it was accomplished 
in Canada cannot be better summar­
ized than in Ithe closing paragraph 
from Professor Shortt’s pen :—

“It fell to Lord Sydenham’s lot to 
bring to a close the old regime with

lierit their seats in the House along 
with their seats in the country, their 
town houses, and the other encum­
brances and accessories of nobility. 
Thus will the character of the vener­
able assemblage be preserved in ail. 
or most of, the glory of irresponsible 
pomp. Ambition may sow its seeds

eve of‘he 1896 election, so perfect that «^solute racial antagonism and 
,, ..... , , , , , .its party division of -loyalists andthe ambitious butcher had only to ask rebelSj Pnd open a ne4 era oZ re.
another cent per pound and he got it. 
The incidental admission that he had 
been supplying the sailors with rotten 
beef before that is also of interest.

Vlv eystem which was working so 
beautifully in 1896 was in operation in 
1892 end in 1882, and in every year 
before that back to Confederation and 
teyond "t ; and it lias to be proven 
that it urderwent airy species of ini 
rtioral revolution between the years 
’92 and ’96. That the Commission did 
not find it in the former year only

matters requiring provincial expen­
diture as they would have had ordin­
arily if there had been no university 
in existence; and the people of tiiu 
Province have paid no'marc in taxes 

This satisfactory end has been at 
tained by creating new sources of rev­
enue and turning part of the pro 
ceeds to university support. The up­
keep of the university has been made 
a charge against special taxes not. 
formerly in existence and which do 
not come from the general public. One 

■of these is the educational tax impos

OUR NATURAL COAL MARKET.
The Saskatoon' Phoenix discusses 

editorially “The Movement for Cheap 
or Coal.” It claims ithe Saskatoon 
dealers find frequent and marterial dif­
ferences between the weights indicated 
on the weigh bills and the convents -I 
the cars, whether these come from Ed­
monton or Taber. What the reason is 
the Phoenix- does not profess to know 
definitely, but the difficulty is
made acute by the absence of track 
scales eit-’Saskatodn for checking car 
weigh-ts. The Phtienix urges the Ed­
monton mine, owijers to go after the 
Sas katoon busi ness. 1t says :—•

The attitude of,"the Phoenix is no 
inspired by any hostility to the Crow’s 
Nest coal ' operator's nor yet by any 
interest in the Edmonton mines. Bnt;lis^ hous(! \ un“dcrtalcc the ptc- 
it realized that if there is to be a- Vr , ... ,#
drop in coal : all round, aggressiveness Paration and publication of a series 
on the part of ujq.Edmonton conyiaii- of biographies of the "Makers of Can- 
ies must be ,the cqfftpelling factor, Let * — — ■ 
tlie price take a drop and a corres­
ponding reduction will be a certainty

sponsible government in which it was 
possible for .both races to take their 
share in the government, and in which 
both Government and Opposition were 
brought within the pale of loyal Can­
adian citizenship. In accomplishing 
this he was required to be at once the 
last and most powerful of the auto­
cratic governors, and the first and 
most influential of the diplomatic re­
presentatives-under responsible gov­
ernment.”

A BELATED DISCOVERY.
Premier McBride is said to entor- 

meant that they wore not supposed tain the* idea of inviting the premiers 
to look in its direction, however strong of y,y ot]K.r provinces, to visit Brit, 
the circumstantial evidence afforded’ 
by its. odqr. a::-

THE DAWN ÔF RESPONSIBLE 
GOVERNMENT.

It was a task well worthy tlie en­
terprise of a leading .Canadian pub-

distmcts. In tlie overwhelming ma­
jority of cases this land is heid by

das unub.e to-support a railway. 'n|®d on land outside organized school 
life it is a burden to its patrons, in 
death a grievance to its backers and 
in the end is merely meat for the stock 
market sharks. Wha.t wc seem io 
need if the vapid and general • xtm- 
sion of branches, feeders end connec­
tion of the large systems rather than 
the creation of small concerns de­
pendent on tlie trunk lines for their 
outlets and hence at the mercy oi 
these.

in the -southwest. Just two years ago 
when the (X P.'Ji had .control of the

ada.” This was the task undertaken 
some time ago by Morang & Co., of 
Toronto, and now. nearing comple­
tion. Though ostensibly biography

Kegiaa and Prince Albert, branch they the volumes are history also, history 
brought up coal from the Lethbridge peliiaps not leS3 aecuratc and ccr- 
district over that line at the present if * , , , , . , „
not slightly liigbet rates. Now they tainly none the less interesting that
are hauling the çoal east as far as 
Kilkella anil bringing it in over the 
Pheasant Hills branch, nearly doub­
ting the dietancc. This all goes to 
prove that comi>etition provides the 
real stimulus to trade and low prices.

Any effort oil tlie part of the, Ed­
monton coal owners to get better 
terms have hitherto been spasmod'e. 
Some weeks ago (hey made an appeal 
to tlie railway commission direct for

speculators awaiting a rise in value:Ifl special rate and were met with tlie** ts’&ir 5tr as? s s
a school (lrstiict is quickly organized raiiway companies. This they had net

"wià

CURRENT COMMENT.

The little Republic of Hayti is now 
in the limelight. It beion'is to that 
happy group of Central and Southern 
American nations whose political course 
assumes the general appearance 
and many of the consequences of t 
continuous riot. Tho Republic had a 
population ot" about eight hundred 
thousand before the fighting began. 
They live on half of a small island in 
the Wept Indies. The area oi their 
empire is about ten tl-ousand square 
miles. This gives them an average 
of eighty to, the square mile—prob- 
rbly twenty of these able-bodied 
fighting men1 with a firm grasp o£-the 
political trend oi the times, and half 
this number generalissimos. During 
dull seasons they have a president and 
two houses of legislators.

The Cam rose Canadian is the name 
of the latest Alberta addition to the 
exchange list. The Canadian is an 
eight-page weekly published by the 
Cumrosc Publishing Co., edited and 
managed by Mr. Geo. P. Smith. In 
politics it is Liberal. Tha first issue 
ctntains very large amount of local 
matter, important despatches and 
general news items, while the adver­
tising columns are splendidly patron­
ized by the Oamrosc business men.

comes, vhereiore, from -ine 
speculator rather than from either 
the land or the public. This, together 
with thé tax on corporations within 
the Province, are the sources from 
which the money for university main­
tenance comes.

These sources have done more, how­
ever^ than provide the thirteen thou­
sand dollars needed for the university 
They have tumed a large amount be­
side, into the other funds of the Pro­
vince3. Just how large this balance 
will be cannot be ascertained until 
the books are made up for the year 
But an indication may be got from the 
results of the tax on land speculators 
last year. Of the proceeds of this the 
University receives only twenty per 
cent., eighty per cent., or four-fifths 
going to tjhe common school fundi 
Yet from,;mis tax the university’* 
share last year was $6,000; there , re 
mcrined, therefore, $20,000 from this 
aource which went to increase rhc 
grants in-aid of common schools. Sim­
ilarly, the university gets only 20 per 
cent, oi the proceeds of the corpora­
tion1 'tax. . .Ttit-se proceeds this year 
were apparently large enough to war­
rant paying the university $5,000 from 
them ; there remains, therefore, et least 
$20,000 derived from this source to be 
added to the general funds of tlie pro­
vince and spent in the public service 
So thet besides maintaining the uni­
versity theee two new taxes enrich rhc

Hoi comes, a case is made oet .whi -hlbfl,1C mayit Uw. 4“d.pi',V'rr’r-

done and were accordingly advised to 
do so before appealing for assistance. 
There is no doubt but that a joint 
-fieri of the coal owners and the 
boards of trade would secure d better 
rate from the Canadian Northern. 
Failing that there is the railway com­
mission.

How this business can be captured 
the Phoenix makes' fairly plain in 
this paragraph

“A representative of the Edmonton 
coal owners is oh. the way to Saska­
toon, or may now be here, in re­
sponse to the efforts already made on 
the question. Every care must be 
taken that the whole movement does 
not fall to pieces. If the sole object 
of the man from. Edmonton is to sell 
coal he is not likely to be very suc­
cessful, and sLeh a sizing up of the 
situation would be superficial. If lia 
comes with flic ilewt that the people 
he represents will sell coal loaded at 
the mines $1 per ton less than hith­
erto, and guarantee the weights, and

each author deals with his epoch from 
the standpoint of one of ite leading 
figures. At the same time the liar- 
many and continuity necessary to a 
history arc secured by the superin­
tendence of a board of editors.

A notable volume in tho ecrics ic- 
cently issued is the life of Lord Syd­
enham, written by Professor Adam 
Shortt. Professor Shortt has been tor 
many years known to students and 
readers of Canadian public questions. 
To them it is only fulfilling the ex­
pected that the engrossing subject of 
the present volume is masterfully 
dealt with. Though Professor Shortt’s 
text-is Lord Sydenham, his discourse 
Is of the times of Lord Sydenham and 
the part he played in changing and 
moulding them for a better order of 
things.

It is interesting in these days of 
""commercialism” to observe that 
Lord Sydenham was our first civilian 
governor and that he was a business 
man in politics. His early years were 
spent in prosecuting the business in­
terests of a great firm in Russia, and 
later in London. He gave up tills 
ior politics, and resigned from th 
cabinet of Lord Melbourne to accept 
the Canadian governorship. He was 
thus as great a contrast as could well 
have been found to' the military dig-

the^’board e™°trad^eleto''influm«Wthe ! *^tarie5i 'yb” had formerly ornamented 

railway companies to reduce t-heiri’*10 P0s*-:“0u and bungled its opportun; 
rates another $1, then something will ities.
have been accomplished.

EXHUMING THINGS.
The Toronto News has been “delv­

ing” tor proof that the abuses in the 
Marine department officials did not 
exist under tlie former Government—i 
and of course found what it was look­
ing for—according to its own etory. 
It announced with assurance that the 
Commission oi 1992 gave the Govern­
ment of the day a dean bill of health 

common school funds by $20,000—and so far as the patronage list business 
the general funds by a similar amount was concerned.
—from money got elsewhere than from Unfortunately for the digger, how- 
the pockets of the public. | ever, others can delve, too, and the

That the university has not been ' St. John Sun got out its little spade 
made a sink hole for the Provincial '. and unearthed a sheaf of documents

ish Columbia next summer and see 
for tfiemselves the kardWps. he has 
to contend with and the dire need 
of larger subsidies from tlie Domin­
ion. The honorable gentleman it seems 
recognizes now that one of the bars 
to getting “better terms” is tile lack 
of support from the other provinces 
If this tie correct the prdmier has 
reasoned well-for once. There was n 
conference of premiers in Ottawa 
seme years- ago when he had ample 
time and all manner of encourage 
ment to lay liis case for better terms 
before the provincial premiers and 
to ask their support, with good chanc­
es of getting it. Mr. McBride chose 
to insult the premiers Without cause 
or provocation other than that they 
proposed to recommend Ids province 
some special consideration. One of 
the premiers,- belonging to his own 
side oi politics, informed Mr. Me. 
Bride very pointedly and very truth­
fully at tlie time that lie was “neith­
er frank nor candid." He might 
have ad.led “nor courteous.” What­
ever it may have gained him in the 
shape of an election cry, that action 
coat Mr. McBride and the cause he 
bungled the sympathy of the other 
provinces. That sympathy lie will 
have some trouble in recovering. That 
he recognizes the necessity of recov­
ering it is creditable to his ability to 
discern the. teaching of history, but 
it is only the first step, and not 
very leng one at that, toward getting 
the desired support. Premier Me 
Bride had the offer oi the other prem­
iers to support a claim for $100,000 
per year for his province, above the 
ordinary grant. He threw back the 
offer with a rebuff, as unworthy of 
entertainment. It lias cost the people 
oi British Columbia that $100,000 pec 
year, therefore, to have the pleasure 
of seeing Mr. McBride froth about 
bettor terms. If the people of British 
Columbia are satisfied, the rest of 
the provinces certainly see no reason 
for raising a storm; and they seem 
to be satisfied, because they have 
since endorsed Mr. McBride’s action 
at the polls. That gentleman may 
experience some trouble, therefore, in 
persuading the other premiers that 
the people cri British Columbia rre 
suffering for want oi funds, and un­
less he can persuade them of this lie 
has little chance oi getting their ap-. 
provel or even of arousing their in- ; 
tercet.

but the number of vacant pews is 
limited. Still it ie a departure from 
the basic notion that an upper hous- 
of non-elective members forms a suit­
able check and balance to the gov­
ernmental machine, and save,s the _ 
State from the rash action of a House 
of Commons too much influenced by 
the currents oi public opinion. The 
committee propose to introduce the 
dreaded liability into the Upper 
House itself. Two hundred of the 
peers will be elective, to sit for one 
Parliament only. There being more 
than two hundred available fer the 
job there will be contests and these 
will partake more or lees of the ap­
pearance and character of political 
contests. Presumably they will be 
decided in part at least by the politi­
cal views of the voting peers. If 
these views are susceptible of change 
with tlie changing times where is the 
assurance that they may not also 
come to reflect at times a “wave of 
p>pular sentiment.” And with a 
newly elected House of Commons, 
and a House of Lords more than half 
newly elected, where is tlie guaran­
tee that the Upper Chamber will not 
agree with the lower one in all <r 
some of the essential matters oi pub­
lic policy? What becomes then of 
the idea that they will check the rash 
and ill-advised action of the Lower 
House? Tlie s-aving consideration is 
the possibility that the peers, are im­
mune from the “waves” which oc­
casionally sweep over the opinions of 
the multitude. Otherwise wc may 
live to see a House of Lords conform­
able to. the public will. The proposal 
to give the over-sea Dominions repre­
sentation in the Upper House will 
doubtless be satisfactory from the 
standpoint of the Dominions. Perhaps 
—perhaps—to their growing national 
pride it would be pleasing to reflect 
that every four years or so they would 
have each a brand ilew bunch cf 
Lords to add to the rolls of their 
distinguished men. However this 
might be, the scheme offers the be­
ginning of Imperial representation in 
the handling of Imperial affairs, and 
we scan to be nearing the time for 
some such arrangement. But where 
would be the justice of giving a lord 
from Canada and one from Cape Col­
ony a voice and vote in matters af, 
tooting solely the internal affairs of 
tlie Old Lands? Poetic justice might 
claim the propriety of reversing ill 
this manner the policy of governing 
the colonies from Downing street, but 
no other variety does so. Or per­
haps it is intended to have lords of 
varying degrees or of limited and 
specified rights, to have, for example 
the colonial lords retire while strictly 
Old Land affairs are being dealt with. 
This would be satisfactory provided 
the OM Country lords retired when 
colonial affairs were to be discussed.

THE RAILWAY POLICY.
Calgary News—The railway policy 

of tlie local government recently an­
nounced by Premier Rutherford, lias 
caught on in every part of fhc pro­
vince, and from Cardston to the Peace 
River district and from Lagg.cn to 
Lloydminster, general satisfaction is 
Mt.

The greatest good to the greatest 
possible number and the endeavor to 
-include everybody when the building 
of the railways becomes operative. 
Millions cf acres await the husband­
men, and thousands of prosperous 
towns and .villages are iu embryo 
until the policy of the governmest is 
duly inaugurated.

The work cannot be pressed forward 
too soon. The country needs develop­
ment and the way to develop it is l>y 
a safe and sane policy such as has 
been promulgated 'by tlie leader of 
the local government.

Alberta will not reach its appointed 
place amongst the provinces oi Can­
ada until it is literally gridironed with 
roads that will leave no farm station 
farther than twenty miles away from 
a market town.
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His appointment was received .with 
anything but general approval- By 
the dominant English clement in Que­
bec he was disliked because of his 
free,trade opinions. By the Family 
Compact n Upper Canada he was dis­
liked because of his responsible gov­
ernment policy. Nor was he well 
enough known to have compensating 
favor among the French majority hi 
Quebec or the body of the people in
Ontario. - The select committee of tiie Im-

Yet it is to him that we owe the perial Upper House have concluded 
introduction of responsible- govern-1 that the Lords should be elected—by 
ment in Canada. His credit is Hie themselves. This is not an uncon- 
greater that he established it when to diti-onal surrender to wold radicalism, 
do so wee held by a large section of.though. There will still remain a 
t'he community to be inviting sépara-1 saving remnant of 130 who will in-}

THE “LUOS.”

If you intend 
putting up a 
house to cost 

$8oo or more, estimate on a

“ Sovereign" 
Boiler and Radiators

The “Sovereign” hot water system 
of heating will add 15% to the sell­
ing value of your property.
Do net approach the heating problem without 

consulting us. Our booklet * * Cutting 
down ike Coal Bills" post paid 

io any address.
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SEEN T1
A. W. Pontonl 
is Enabled, 
Correct Erronl

After m arly "two years 
vey work in tin- northeml 
province, A. W. Ponton,

» Dominion land surveyor, 
the city this week ior 
will not go north again t| 
He is very enthusiastic oi 
siliilities of the great no| 
tributary to the Peace rig 
conversation 'with repres 
the Bulletin undertook to 
era! misconceptions that l| 
regarding this country.

Mr. Ponton has been 
the past two years in exti 

'* fifth meridian northward. |
up with a party in June 
commenced liis survey wort 
ship 76. During the first ] 
extended the line liorthv 
as Wabtecaw river. Mr. P<| 
that this is not the cqnect \| 
the word. The correct won] 
■poecow,” an old Indian 
ing “a lake with a wavy- sll 
early part of last winter wJ 
transporting supplies to till 
er, a tributary to tlie Peac| 
ting pack trails through 
broken country. Last sul 

. extended the line to witliil 
distance of the Peace. Thef 
ance surveyed was about 
Mr. Ponton stated that tliel 
of the Peace river district rl 
sued was incorrect to som| 
la-rs. Most of the rivers 
are marked too far to the w| 
map. Another error was 
the location oi Birch riv| 
flows into Lake Clair. Ac 
the map there was a large | 
was not drained at all. U[ 
tigation Mr. Ponton found! 
river ran much nearer the iq 
was shown on the map and 

I a good drainage for tlie whol 
district. These errors crept il 
when the map was made but I 
known of the country beyol 
broad outlines. As the count! 
divided, however, more will 1. 
regarding the physical featul 
new end more correct ma J 
issued.

'* Excellent Agricultural Co|
"Mr. Ponton states' that till 

portion of tlie Peace Rivef 
is well suited for agricultu 
poses, or will be as soon a|
THE STRATHCONA COUNC

TELL OF THEIR STEWA|

Annual Citizens’ Meeting Hi 
Night—U. J. McKenzie sf 
the Aldermen Have Gone! 
Their Pre-Election PledgJ 
Matter of Increased Expe|

The annual civic meeting 
ratepayers of Stratlieona tod 
Thursday night in Stvatlieoid 
house. At the earlier parti 
meeting the attendance was ail 
at increased considerably as tl 
ing continued. .The discussion 
conclude till a late hour and tl 
ering did not break up till mid

The greater part of the cveil 
taken up with tlie addressesf 
mayor and the chairmen of 
ferent committees on the Wo| 
for tlie past eleven months, 
w as said of the coming munici| 
test and no one of those whef 
of ‘office expires this year ill 
liis intention of retirement or f 
elitering tlie contest.

Criticisms of the Ratepad
After tlie council had made tl 

plunation a number of tile af 
asked questions with refereucif 
ferent recounts in tlie animal 
alient and J. J. McKenzie 
some length in an attack of .th| 
men in charge of the large 
spending departments, whom, 
had all, with the exception 
Sheppard gone back on their ]| 
tion pledges and instead of r<| 
ment in 1908, had gone in for 
ed expenditure. His criticism! 
a responsive note among nianj| 
audience.

Another point of attack was 
non-collection of poll tax andl 
of $420 for medical attendance f 
case of a child who had 
last spring. Aid. Bush defend 
non-collection of the pell tal 
saying that .many of the eitizei| 
hard up this year and it woJ 
be right to press them ior pJ 
and other aldermen said tlie i| 
attendance for the smallpox 
could not be obtained more

Blame Last Year's Councl
From the charges of J. J. Mq 

the aldermen attacked took red 
putting the blame on this, cou|

" the previous year.
Mayor Duggan occupied the! 

He explained thaï the reasd 
meeting was called was on need 
the provision of the city chartl 
such a meeting be held to discu 
work of the year. The accounts 
year had been placed in the I 
of the ratepayers but he regrett<| 
they did not contain the dell 
neconnt. Tills would be forth! 
in a week or two. He outlinj 
saies of debentures during thl 
turd showed that a better pviq 
Men obtained lately front that 
in the season. He spoke of 
torts made to get additional rd 
in Stratlieona end the negotl 
with the C. N. R., of which, hcl 
there was nothing definite Us y if 
same was the condition of till 
level bridge negotiations. A hrf 
central bridge had also been disl 
with the Edmonton council ail 
Provincial government had bed 
suited on the matter. The que.-i| 
union with Edmonton had 
'broached by that city, but afte 
snltation with a number of ll 
men he had decided that the tin] 
not ripe for such a union, 
however, he thought might Inter ' 
Taxes lind increased over la1 
but the increase was not as gr« 
in the previous year. A gréât d 
money. had been expended on 
sewerage and electric light plant! 
revenue from water and sewerad 
not nearly as large as it shoi^ 
and as a result the taxes had to 
up the balance. He was dppo=|


