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THE RAILWAY SITUATION.

The railway probiéin we nave alwa_v‘
with us, particularly in the season
when  the gra‘n trade and the coul
trade¢ join in taxing the facilities of
the transportation systems. At pres-
ent the problem looms even larger in
the public thought than usual at this
time of year. Reports from the south
of-a lack of cars fohaul out the grain,
followed by the Premiier’s announce-
ment that' the Province would start
machinery going to hasten railway
construction have focussed public at-
tention on the subject and arc produe-
ibg ‘4 variety of detailed proposals.

$

Thanks to our westerly situation Al-
berta is the last but ounc. of the pro-'
vinees to benefit by the natural trend|
of railway construction. The older
portion of Caflada being the easlern
portion, and the market for Canadian

By needs.

| captare basiness.,  Simdlacly, a “de
[\'d(m:n 'nt road pushed inte a mow

products lying across thé Atlantie, it
was natural and necessdary that rail-
way -eonstruction on a large &scalej
snould ‘proceed miostly from east ‘.'v!

west, and as a consequence that wo

in Alberta should be the last provine !
exeept Briticsh Columbia to rececive)
benefit from it. Henece it-is that Al l
berta has less raiflway mileage than;
the much smaller provinee of Mani-
toba, and less than the necighboring’
provinee of Saskatcheéewan.

The problem here falls into two fair-|
ly distinct propositions: the establish-|
ment of railway competition in the
southern districts, and the building
of development roads through the
northern country. Edmonton and the]
immediztely tributary country ise fairly
well supplied with railway acecommo-
dation on the competition basis. Bu!l
from Edmonton south extends practic-
ally four hundréed miles of eompara-
tively well sedtled country as yot
served by only one railway system:
while northward lies more than four
hundrfed miles of country rich in var-
ied tesources but held back irom
ecttlement by ?M railway facilities
ot any kind. To greate compétition irf
the' south and to, extend accommodi
tion into the north are the two prob-
lems involved 'in our railway qus
tion.

These problems over-lap of cours
in the south, where railways are want
ed both to create competition and t
openup mew country.  But the de
mand there is for competition rathe:
than for development lines. Compet
ing lines would do immeasurablie cer
vice in extending settlement into di:.
triets now remote from roads, but the
peblic outcry is not so much that neu
country be opened up as that com:
petition be provided in the eountry
already supposed to be served by rail-
ways. The hard fact which makes th
railway quéstion a pressing one in
the gouthern country is that the s
tem already in the country dees w
provide - adequate shipping facilitic
It is not a matter of preparing the wir
for 'moré people so much #s of 1iitiH®
a hardship irom the people actuvalls
in the country; not so much tha ¢
tension of the opporiunity for settle
ment a3 the removing of a handiesap
irom settlement already im cxistence
If roads are not built there, not on'y
will the coming oi new seitlers L
checked, but the people who hav:
already comc will be prevented reap
ing the reward to which their own
enterprise and the capabilities of thei;
country entitles them.

-

This situation involyes an obligaticn
on the Governments, Federal and Pro
vineial, to work ior its reliei. Th
people who have gone into the south-
em’ couniry, who have put th
money into it, who hayve undertak: s
to make 1 conntry out ef a widerness
and who in large measure have suc-
cgeded in doing-so, find themselves
thwarted by the chief factor’on which
they counted -for gssistance. . When
they settled in those dibtricts thiy
did so largely beeause they were serv-
ed by raliways, or. were supposed. to be
served by them. The existence of the
toilways was on drgument whieh
weighed with the new-comers, ani
which, no doubt, induced many of
them {o settle in the south instead of
going elsewhere. Relying on the rai-
way accommodation which seemcd to
exist, they haye by the thousand, put
their oll into the development of the
country, heve driven theirstakes there
for better or werse and stand to win
or lose in life as the country advances
oOr does not “advancy. . When  these
meén declare that the conditions are

| ment work which was beyond theix]
jresources and have gone down in the

'madu pari of an extensive system

demands aitention . without further
argament. BSuch js the condition
which numbers of them have: declaml
1o exist through the failurc “of .he
reads to supply {hexr transportaticn

It is true that the fauit of this dis-
appointment lies net with any gov-
ernment but with the imability or in-
difference ot the (C..P. R. But the
fixing of the fault. is net the main
thing. This is 'that rélied be brought
for the existing condition, whoever o
whatever caubed it. ' And such relig!
is apparently not fo be expectéd from
the €. P. R. however strong may Dbe
their meral obligations to give: it.

It seems reasonable that both pha:e:
of this problemn will be better, ‘morc
guickly and more ¢erteinly solved if
rew lines be constructed .as branches
of great railway systems than if they
are independemt -concerns  relying

1 their ‘own necessarily limited cap-
ital, and cuinparatively small constitu-
encies. A railway can enter competi-
tion with an old and established road
effectively only if it bhe backeéd by
amplé funds and managed by men
who are prepared fo spend money t:

district, il it is to facilitate dewvelop-
ment, must be prepared financially
to operate, and operate efficiently fo:
a fime, gain or less. A ‘new road
which undertakes to eapfare trad:
from an old ore, or which is .built
into’'a ecountry where traffic has larg:
Iy to be generated after construction
must be prepared-to lose money and
expeet to lose money for a time; and
if it i3 not prepared to do so the
chances are that it will lose itself.
The history . of railroading is a con-
tinuous story of weak enterprises that
ihave tackled competitors too large inr
them, or have undértaken develop-,

fight.  Usually they have been finally
taken up by somé powerful company

equipped effectively, relieved of ‘n-
dividual management expenses and
run win or lose until the traffic in
their territory has made them paying
concerns. For the traific of the coun-
try and the credit ‘oi the coumtry-it
i3 far better that roads be built in
the first place under conditions which
guarantee their reguler.and -efficient
operation, whether” the purpose ' of
their ~constriiction “is to create com-
petition or to induee development.

Onr province lies in the heart of the
continent. Jts markets are across the
Atlantic and the' Pacific. A railway

}b‘.ocks large or small. The experiment

{bonds had to be scld to one firm [!
bringing a good figure. v

creased By & dollar the' vidinary funds

to share cffectively in the businéss oi
moving our products must operate

Lakes, whence a water-way leads to,
the sea. A road which operated mere!
ly in:the province itself could hope;
and expect to become nothing more
then ‘a “feeder’” for the trunk lines—
and there iz no money in ieeding rail-
ways that belong to somebody elze.
Yet unless the roads in the provinee
can be made profitable they will be-
come a drag rather than a help to id-
vancement. A railroad failure is nct
Imited in consequences to the peopic
whose money has gone into it—these
exiend also to the public who are de-

o!posed no burden, large or small, on
the seaboard or to the head of theithe public. The Government has had

nied:an - efficient service, to the bock:
ers who have to make good the Toss
and to the country which i3 eondemn:
td as uwuab.e to-suppert a railway.
hife it is.a burden. to its patrons, in
death a grievance to its backers and
in the énd is merely meat for the stcck
magket sharks. What we seem 10
need ig the tapid and general ~xten-
sion of branches, feeders end connec-
tion of the large systems rather than
thie creation of small concerns ‘de-
pendent on the trunk lines for thei
outiets and hence at the merey oi

| thege.

CURRENT COMMENT. .

The little Republic of Hayti is now
It he]oi;gs to that
happy group of Cential and SoutBern
American nations whose political course
assumes the general appearancs
and many of the consequences of ¢

in the limeliglht.

r | continuous riot. The Republic had a

population oi about eight hundred
thousand before the fighting began.
They live on half of a small island in
the West Indies. ’lh(‘ area ©oi their
empire is about ten tl.ousand square
miles.. This gives them an avepage
of eighty 1o, the squard: mile—prob-
ebly twenty of these able-bodied
fighting men: with a firm grasp oﬁ»’the
political trend oi the times, and half
this| number generalissimos. During
dull scasons they have a president and
two houscs of legislators.

The Tamrosec Canadian ig the nanie
of the letest Albaria addition to the
exchange list. The Canadian is &n
cight-page weekly -published by .the
Camrose Publishing Co., edited and
maungtd by Mr, Geo. P. Smith, Jn
polmc:, it is Liberal. The first issue
cuntains  very lavge amonnt of local
matter, important  despatches ‘and

such that pot only. cannot the country
advance but. that they cannot éontinue
ihe work they have begun unless »c-

Wm am@pm aut. yhic

general news items, while the adver-

tiging columns are splendidly patron-

ized by the Cawrosc business men.
‘,ug..mn;' it live &nd pmﬂpor.

Loi these is the educational tax impos-
‘njed on land outside organized schoo!

The assarance’ that the authoritios
are taking precautions to .'saleguard
Lord Minto will not oceasion more
satisfaction throughout' the ‘Empire
than it will arouse ‘appréhension Ly
the implied admission that such mea-
sures are mneccssary.  The history «f
Indian troubles is that measures of
this ‘kind are not taken until they are
needed, usuatly badly mneeded.. To
the observer from @ distance their n-
anguration is the straightest kind of
tewﬁmony from _the' men “on " the
ground that thvy' expect “troulnc 1D
Imha #

Polities in New Brunswick are con.
iusing to:the long-range obseryver. Last
spring the constituer.cices of Northum-
berland and! Carleton went Conserva-
tive in thie Pibvincial cleotions iy
Jarge majorities. Both members ie
signed and ron for the Federal house
Both were defecated. Bye-elections to
fill tbe vacandies in the Provineial|
houst were held the other' day and
both constituencies went strongly
Liberal. The complication is inéreas-
ed by the tact that John Morissey,
commissioner of publie works in the
Hagen government supported one of
the winners ‘against ‘a Conservative
candidate.” This scems to offer room
for some explanations irom the parti s
who told us Mr. Hazen won a ““straight
party fight”” jast spring, for it indic:mwl
that in* accepting a portfolio in Mr.
Hazen'’s government the commissiones
of pudlic works did. not debar him.
self from saking a hand in the election |
of a Provincial ‘Liberal = candidate
against the nominee oi a Conservative
convention. At least this is not ztriat
y in accord with the custom in party
—‘straight party’’ governments.

Montreal tried .recent!y the inter-
esting experimment oi offering $2,000,-

000 worth of debentures to citizens ‘n

did not work out. In the end .the

THE UNIVERSITY: ITS COST AND
AIMS,

From figures recently given out it
appears that the cost oi the Provincial
university for the first year has been
$13,159.93. The sum in itself is aot
iarge, but an equally  important fact
is- that not a dellar of it came from
the general funds-of the Province nor
from' the general public.. No: part of
it was teken from the subsidies 1e-
ceived irom the Federal treasury, and
none: of it was obtained by levy on
the people of the Province. The ex-
istence of the university has not de-

at the Government’s disposal fer ¢uv-
rying on the Provincial business;
while on the other hand it has im-

during the year and has today just as
much money for the econstruction. of
roads and bridges and for the other
matters requiring provihéial expen-
diture as they would have had ordin-
arily if there had been no umiversity
in existence; and the 'people of the
Province have paid no'more in taxes

This satisfactory end has been ot
tained by creating new sources of rev-
enue and turning part of the pro-
ceeds to university support. The up-
keep of the university has been made
a charge against spacial taxes nod
formerly in existence and which do
not come from the general public. One

aistricts.  In the overwlielming ma-
jority of cases this land is heid by
gpeculators awailing a rise in valuc;
for when settlers invade a new locality
a school. distriet is quickly organized.!
This tax  comes; therejore, from -ine
specuwlafor “rather .than irom eithe;
the land or the public.” This, together
with “the tax on corporations within
the Provinge, are the sources from
which the money for university main-
tensuce comes.

Thése sources have done more, how-
ever, than provide the thirteen thon-
sand dollars needed for the university
They have turned a large amount be-
side, into ‘the other funds of the Pro-
vince, Just how large this balanee
will be cannot be ascertained until
the books are made up for the year
But an indication may be got from the
results of the tax on land speculators
last year. "Of the proceeds of this the
University receives only twenty jer
cent., eighty per cent., or four-fifth:
going to the common “gchool funds
Yet: from, $his tax the university's
share last year was $5,000; there. ¢
mained, therefore, $20,000 fromn this
source which 'went to increase rhe
grants in aid.of common schools, Sim:
ilarly, the:university gets only 20 per
eent. . of the proceeds of the corpora
tion' “tax.”."THese proceeds this year
.Awere apparently large enough to war-
rant paying the university $5,000 from
them; there remains, therefore, at least
$20,000 derived from this source to be
added to the general {unds of the pro-
vince and spent in the public service
Bo that besides maintaining the uni
versity these two new taxes enrich the

hm& or a burden on' the public b)
g means imph&, that efficiency has
be_en sacrificed to cheese-pairing; ©n
the e¢onfrary, while no’ attempt ' nas
been made 1o.create a Harvard cr a
Cambridge, a McGillYor a Toronto
the purpose has been kept steadily in
wind of creating an institution ad-
apted to the conditions of the day ang

the Provinee; ‘and ¢apable of growth|a letter from my esteemed friend,

and evelution as - conditions change
into one meeting the  new. require-
ments  and filling the sphere opencd
by them. ' To this end the institation
is managed by a bbdy of representa-
tive men chosen from all sections and
all portions of the Provinee, many cf
them schooled by’ long and suecessful
business’ trdining to know the valuo
©f ‘a doilar and how to get it. A
Piesident has been secured with wide
trnaining in organization-and yet with
a clear pereeption of ‘the difference
in conditions and requiréements be-
tween an old and. well developed
country and a new one primarily oc
tupied with the problem of settlement
and forced to concentrate its resources
on the material necesities of pioneer
efiort.  With a moderately sized staft
of assistants a course Has been mapped
out broad enough to allow of future
expansion yeét based on conditions as
they exist and on the educational de
mands which those conditions create.
In the beginting the university of Al
berta is designed to qualify men and
sromen for the ordinary business of
life, as well as to offer opportunity for
fhose who may desire to train for pro-
zessional careers. That there was a
demand for such training is evidenced
by. the establishmeént several years
ago of coleges in Edmonton and Cal-
gary; while the numbers of students
going yearly to eastern universities
proved that there ‘was also a demand
for a more specialized education than
these institutions afforded. To serve
this dua! purpose is the business «f
the Alberta university; an end swhich
is being accomplished without detract.
ing from the funds ordinarily avail
able for the more pressing business . i
the Government or imposing a burden
on the people of the Provinee.

OUR NATURAL COAL MARKET.

The Saskatoon Phoenix discusses
editorially ‘‘The Movement ior Cheap
er Ooal.”’ It claims ;the Saskatoon
dealers find {requent and material Jif-
ferences ‘between the weights indicated
on the weigh bills and the cuments »f
the cars, whether these come from Ed-
monton or Taber. What the reason is
the Phoenix- does not profess to know
definitely, buf says the difficulty 1=
made acute by the absence of track
scales ‘o ~Saskatoda for' checking . car
weilghits. The Phbenix urges the Ed-
monton mine owners to go after the
Saskatoon business. It says:—

,

The attitude of the Phoenix is not
inspired by any héstility to the Crow’s
Nest coal operators nor yet by any
interest in the Edmonton mines. But
it is -realized that if there is. to be ¢
drop in coal;all round, aggressiveness
on the part of the Edmonton compan-
ies musf be the caMpelling factor, Lt
the price take a drop and a oorres-
ponding redvchion will be a certainty
in the-southwest., Just two years ago'
whew the (& P. Ji Rad ~nirol of the

Regina and Prince Albert branch they

brought up coul from the LL.hlmdg«.

t . verhaps 0 R ce an ars
distriot over $hat Iine at the present i pe ps not less accurate and cer

not slkightly higher rates. Now they
are hauling the coal cast as far as
Katkella and bringing it in over the
Pheasant Hills' branch, nearly doub-
fing the distance. This® all goes to
prove that competition provides the
real séimulus to frade and low prices.

Any effort on the part of the.lkd-
motton coal owners to get Dbetter
terms have hithérto been spasmodic.
Some weeks ago they made an appeal
to the railway c¢mmission direct for
a special ratc and were met with the
query as to whether or not they had
first . taken up the matter with the
railway companiez. This-they had not
done and were accordingly advised to
do so before appealing for assistance.
There is no doubt but that a joint
«ifert oi the co#l owners and the
Loeards of trade wculd secure d4 better
rate ~ from the Canadian Northern,
Failing that there is the railway com-
mission.

How this business can be captured
the Phoenix makes fairly plain in
this ‘paragraph .---

“A representative of the Edmonton
coal owners is on the way to Saska-

sponse to the efforts alrcadv made on
the question, Every care must be
taken that the whole movément does
not fall to pieces. If the sole object
of the man from Edmonton is to sell
coal he is not likely to be very suc-
cessiul, .and sheh a sizing up of the
srtuatlou would Vbe superficial. If he
comes with the inewt that the people
he represents will sell coal loaded at
the mines $1 per ton less than hith-
erto, and -guarantee. the weights, and
that, furthermore, they will unite with
the board of trede io-influence the
railway  companies to - reduee their,
rates: another $1,-then something will
have been accomplished.”

EXHUMING THINGS.

The: Toronfo News-Iras been “‘delv-
ing®” for proof thai the abuses in the
Marine department officials did not
exist under the former Government—
and of course found what it was look,
ing for—according to its own story.
It announced with assurance that the
Comunission of 1892 gave the Govern-
ment of the day a clean bill of health

common school funds by $20,000—and
the general funds by a similar amount
—irom money got elsewhere than fromn
the pockets of the pubkic.

That ' the university has net becn
mad¢ a sink hole for the Provincial

&0 iar as the patronage list business
was concerned.

Uniortunately for the digger, how-
ever, others can delve, too, and the

_St. John Bun got out its little spade
‘and uncarthed a sheaf of décuments

toon, or may now be here, in re- Lord Sydenham was our first civilian

which the News must have “heeds
lessly” tarned over in its haste for
more attractive gems,

For example, on'March th, 1906, Mr
J. D, Hazen, now premiecr of New
Brunswick, and-’then a member of
parligment, wrote *'the minister of
marine and fisheries as follows:—

“Dear .Sir,—Enclosed you will find

Timothy Donovan. of Carleton, who
complaing ahout the price paid for
beef for the government steamers,  If
you:can meet the wishes of this gen-
tleman I will be very u,}uch obliged.
“Yours faithfi
“J. DOUGLAS HAZEN.”

The reply follows:—

“The price for all kinds of fresh
meat was fixed at seven cents per
pouvnd for the season of 1896, to be
obtained from T. Dean, Godsoe & Co.,
O’Neil Bros., and Timothy ' Donovau;
the patronage to be divided as nearly
equal as possible.

“Mr. Donovan is the only one who
has made a complaint about the
price, and states that good meat can-
not be supplied at St. John for the
price. - He explains how the tenders
were so low last year by stating that
Dean and Godezoe & Co. entered into
an unfair competition with one an-
other without regard to their ability
to supply the meat for their tenders.
Phis is prebably true, as the lowest
tender was $6.40 per 100 pounds, but
the department fixed the. price at
seven cents per pound, allowing the
butchers recommended by the mem-
bers of St. John to panticipate.

“Mr. Donovan states that meat

s the gmemmont nine’ cents in
Halna\ He is astray if he refers to
fresh beef, as it cost seven and three-
guarters and eight ecents in Halifax
last year. Mutton and lamb cest nine
cents.

“In view oif the fact that the best
meat, which in the end is the most
economical, cannot be supplied for
seven cents, I recommend  that eight
eents per pound be allowed for fresh
meat in St. John and that the depart-
ment insist upon geiting good meat
and- that all inferior meat sent to the
steamer by these buichers be promptly
refused.”

This shows at least that the system
was in perfect working order on the
eve of the 1896 election, so perfect that
the ambitious butcher had only to ask
another cent per pound and he got 1t.
The incidentai admission that he had
been supplying the sailors with rotten
beef béfore that is aiso of interest.

The. system which was werking so
beautifully in 1896 wasin operation in
1592 ‘e£nd in. 1882, and in.every year
before that back to Confederation and
kerond -1;-and it has to be proven
that it urdeérwent any species of im
moral revolution between the years
92 and ’96. ‘That the Commission did
not find it in the former year only
meant that th',‘y were’ not sum)oscd
to look in its direction, howeverstroug
the circumstantial evidence afforded
by its oder,

THE DAWN OF RESPONSIBLE
GOVERNMENT.

#45" from Bbifain. There has not in-
deed as yet been 1ldid down the pre-

cise line which demarks thé authority

of the Home government from the in.

dependence of,the, Dominion. In his
day any attempt to lay down such

line was regarded ad” “inpossible, and
yet to institute rvesponsible govern-

ment without laying it down was. held]

to be equally impossibie. In theory
responsible government meant a sev-
erance of British connection; ™ Lord
Sydanham, with the co-operation of
Lord John Russell, introduced respon-
sible govérnment without even strain-
ing dangeérously the bonds oi union
It is because he did in praectice what
was deelared impossible, and what
has’ not yet been done in law, that
deseryes the appreciative memory of
Canadians.

All this end much more is told with
absorbing interest in the voluine of
Professor Shortt. The conditions and
the consequences ©f the undying racial
antagonism which for nearly a cen-
tury held the ¥French and English
colonists at daggers-drawn are sketch-
ed with clearness and precision, with
an occasional hint by the way also
of how this warfare was perpetuated
and embittered by the consistent im-
policy of the Imperial government.
The wbuses of the Family Compact
are recited, and the political 0N
for the institution of this memorable
iniquity made clear. These two lines
of impoliey in the two provinces cf
Lower and Upper Canada are shown
to have produced a condition of things
which may well have been regarded
as - unsolvable - by well-intentioned
statesmen of the day. .That the prob-
lem was solved we owe to Mr. Poulett
Thompson, aiterward Lord Svdenham.
Hig awork and how it was accomplished
in Canada cannot: be better summar-
ized ' than in the closing paragraph
from Proiessor Shortt’s pen:—

“It fell to Lord Sydenham’s lot to
bring to a eclose the old regime with
its absolute racial antagonism and
its party division of .loyalists and
rebels, #nd to. open a new era of re-
sponsible government in which it was
possible for both races to take their
share in the government, and in which
both Government and.Opposition were
brought within the pale of loyal Can-
adian citizenship. In accomplishing
this he was required to be at ence the
last and most powerful of the auto-
cratic governors, and the first and
most- influential of the diplomatic re-

presente; )\{_a under responsible gov-
ernment.”’

A BELATED DISCOVERY.

Premier McBride js said to, enter-
tain the idea of viting the premiers
of the other provinces to visit Brit,
ish Columbdia next summer and  see
for themselves the h-l'lr(.ll):hips, he has
to contend with and the dire need
of larger subsidies from the Domin-
ion. The honorable gentleman it seems

It was a task well worthy the en-
terprise: of a leading ,Canadian pub-
ilishing house to undertake the pre-|
]par«mnn and publication of a series
'cf bi n{:rdph.( of the “Makers of Can-
tada.” This was the task undertaken
laom\ time ago by Morang & Co., of
| Toronto, and mow. mearing - comple-
{tion. Though ostensibly biography.
the volumes are history also, history

tainly none the less interesting“thuat
each author deals with his epoch from
the standpoint of one of its leading
figures. At the same time the har-
mony and continuity necessary to a
history are secured by the superin-
tendenee of a board of editors.

A notable volume in the series te-
cently issued is the life of Lord Syd-
enham, written by Professor Adam
Shortt., Professor Shortt has been tor
many years known to students and
readers of Canadian public questions.
To them it is only fulfiling the ex
pected thet the engrossing subject of
the present volume is masterfully
dealt with. Though Professor Shortt’s
text 'is Lord Sydenham, his discourse
i3 of the times of Lord Sydenham and
the part he played in changing and
moulding them for a better order of
things.

It is interesting in these days of
“commmercialism’  to  observe that

governor and that he was a business
man in polities. His early years were
spent in prosecuting the business in-
terests of a great firm in Russia, and
later in London. He gave up this
for politics, and resigned from the
cabinet of Lord Melourne to accept
the Canadian. governorship. He was
thus as great a contrast as could weil
have been found to'the military dig:
nitaries who had foymerly. ornamented
the position and bungled its opportun-
 ities:

His appointment was received with
anything but.general approyal. By
the dominant ¥nglish vlement in Que:
bec he was disliked" beeause of his
free’ trade opinidns. By the Family
Compact ‘n Upper Canada he was dis.
iiked because of his responsible gov-
ernmnent policy. Nor was he well
enough known to have compensating
favor among the French majority ‘n

Quebec or the body of the peoplc in
Ontario.

|

Yet it is to him that we owe the
introduetion of responsibles govern-
ment in Canada. His" eredit is the
greater that he established it when to
do so was held by a lerge section of
the community to be inviting h@p&l-l-l

recognizes now that one of the bars

‘to getting “better {erms” is the lack

{ of support from the other provinces
If this’ be corréet the prémier hag
reasoned well- for, onge. There was n
conference of - premiers  in Ottawa
some years ago when he had ample
time and all manner of encourage-
ment to lay his case for better terms
before the provineial premiers and
to ask thoeir support, with good chanc-
es oi getting it. Mr. MeBride chose
to insult the premiers without cause
or provocation other than that they
proposed to recommend his province
some special consideration. One of
the premiers, belonging to his own
side oi politics, informed Mr. Mec.
Bride very pointedly and very truih-
fully at the time that he was “ncith-
er frank nor candid.” ‘He might
have adlded ‘“‘nor courteous.’” What-
ever it may have gained him in the
shape of an election cry, that action
cost Mr, MeceBride and the cause he
bungled the -sympathy of the -other
provinees. ~That sympathy he will
have some trouble in recovering. That
he recognizes the necessity of recov-
ening it is creditable to his ability 10
discern the.teaching of history, but
¥t i3 omly the “first step, and not a
very leng one at that, toward getting
the desired support. Premier Me-
Bride had the offer of the other prem-
iers to support a claim for $100,000
per year for his province, above the
ordinary grant. He threw back the
offer with a rebufi, as unworthy of
entertainment. It has cost the people
of British Columbia that $100,000 pe:
yvear, therefore, to have the pleasure
of seeing Mr., McBride froth about
better terms. If the people of British
Columbia are satisfied, the rest of
the provinces cerfainly see no reason
for maising a storm; and:they seem

heérit their seats in the House hlong
with their seats in the country, their

town houses, and the other encum-
brances and accessories of nobility.
Thus will the character of the vener-
able assemblage be preserved in all
or most oi, the glory of irresponsible
pomp. Ambition may sow its secds
in the minds of the youthful peers
but the number of vacant pews
limited. Still it is a departure from
the ‘basic notion that -an upper hous:

of non-elective members forms a suit-

able eheck and balance to the gov-

eramental machine, and saves the _
State from the rash action of a Hous-

of Commons too muech influenced by

the currents of public opimion. The

committee propose to introduce the

drezded liability into the Upper

House 11‘\&'11. Two hundred: of the

peers will be elective, to sif for one

Parliament only. There being mare

than two hundred available fer the

job there will be contesis and these

will partake more or less of the ap-

pearance and character .of political

contests. Presumably they will be

(lomdvd in part at least by the politi-

cal views of the voting pcers. Tt

these views are susceptible of change

with the changine times where is the

assurance that they may not also

1=

tcoms to reilect at times a ““wave of

to-be satisfied, because - they " have,
since endorsed Mr.” McBride's action |
at the poils. That gentleman may!|

experience some trouble, therefore, in
per:tuading the other premiers that
the 'people of British 'Columbia sre
suffering for want of tutids, and un-
less he can persuade them  of this he

|
i

has little chance of getting their ap-,
proval or even of arousing their in-!

terest,
e ————————
THE “LUDS.”

The seleet’ ecinmittee  of the Im-
perial Upper House have concluded
that the Lords should be elected—by
themselves. This is Dot an uncon-
_ditional surrender to wild radicalism.
though. There will .still remain @
saving remnant of 130 who will in-

t
t

popular sentiment.” And with a
newly elected House of Commons,
and a House of Lords more than half
newly elected, where is the guaran-
tee that the Upper Chamber will not
agree with the lower one in all cr
some of the essential matters of pub-
lic policy? What becomes then of
the idea that they will check the ras!
and ill-advised action of the Lower
House? The saving consideration is
the possibility tmft the pccr\ are im-
mune from the ‘“waves’” which ce-
casionally sweep over the opinions of
the multitude. Otherwise we may
live to see a House of Lords conform-
able to_the public will. The proposal
to give the over-sea Dominions repre-
sentation in the Upper House will
doubtless be satisfactory from the
standpoint of the Dominions, Perhaps
—perhaps—to their growing national
pride it would be pleasing to reflect
that every four years or so they would
have each a brand new bunch cf
Lords to add to the rolls of their
distinguished men.
might be, the scheie ofiers the bo-
ginning ‘of Tinpérial representation in
the handling of Imperial affairs, and
we geem to be nearing .the time for
some - such “arrangement. Butiwherg
would be the justice of giving a lord
from Canada and onc from Cape Col-
ony- a. voice .and vote in matters af
fectinig “solely ‘the 'internal affairs of
the “Old “Lands? ' Pobtic' justice mi ight
claim the mopmuh of reversing in
this .manner the policy of governing
the colenies from Downing street, but
no other variety does so. ‘Or per-
haps it.is intended to have lords of
varying degrees or of limited and
specified rights, to have, for exsmple
the colonial lords retire while strietly
Old Land affairs are being dealt with
This would he satisfactory provided
the O Country lords retired when
colouial affairs were to bz discussed

However this

THE RAILWAY POLICY.

Calgary  News—The railway policy

of the loecal government recently an-
nounced by Premier Rutherford, has
caught on in every part of ithe pro-
vinee, and from Cardston to the Peace
River district and from Laggen to
Lloydminster, general satisiaction is
felt.

The greatest good to the greatest

possible number and the endeavor to

«rybody when the building
the ldll\n(}\ becames - operative.

C

Mi‘:liun: of acres await the husband-
men, and thousands of prosperous
towns and villages are in embryo
until the policy of the governmest is
duly inaugurated.

The work cannot be pressed forward

too soon. The country needs develop-
ment and the way to develop it is by

safe and sane policy such as has

been promulgated by the leader of
the local government.

Alberta will not rcéach its appointed

place amongst the provinces oif Can-
ada until it is literally gridironed with
roads that will leave no farm station
farther than twenty miles away ifrom
a market town.

157,
more
for

our
ouse

- If you intend
putting up a
house to cost

$800 or more, estimate on a

* Sovereign"”
Boiler and Radiators
The “Sovereign” hot water system

of heating will add 15% to the sell-
ing value of your property.

Do net approach the heating prodlem without
consulting us, Our bookiet *‘Cutting
down the Coal Bills”" post paid
{0 any address.
. C. any
Taylor-Forbes fimitod
Work: d
HShce ‘;cuela Founiitics
CALGARY OFFICE
Barnes Company
CIlﬂer Limited
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SEEN T

A. W. Ponton
is Enabled, F
Correct Erron

After nearly ‘two ve:
vey -work in the n
province, A. W. Penton,
Daminion land - surveyor,
the city this weck
w#l not go north
He is very enthus
sibilities of tl
tributary t«
conversation
the Bll

eral

the pasi iwo

fifth meridi:

up awith \
commenced his &

ship 76. During
cxtended the line n
as Wabiscaw river. Mi
that this is not the correct 1
the word. The correct
poscow,” an old Ind
ing: “a lake . a

ecarly pmx of 1:

rans pmt;n;’ S

er, a tributary

ting pack trails through
broken country. :

surveyed
Ponton
» Peac
was -i

re marked too { 1
map. Another or was
the location of Birch riv
ilows into Lake (Clair. Act
the map there was a large
was mot drained at all. Uj
tigation Mr. Ponton found
river ran much nearer the 1
was shown on the map angd
a good drainage for the who
district. These errors crept i
when the map was made but
known of the country beyo
broad outlines. As the count
divided, however, more will
regarding the physical f
new and- more
issued.

Excellent Agricultural Co
Mr. Ponton states® tl
portion of the P
is well suited
poses, or will be

THE STRATHCONA COUN
TELL OF THEIR STEWA

Annual Citizens’ Meeting H
Night—J. J. McKenzie S
the Aldermen Have Gone
Their Pre-Election Pledge
Matter of Increased Expe

The annual civie meeting
ratepayers of Strathcona toc
Thursday night in Strathcor
house. At the earlier part
meeting the attendance was si
it incressed considerably as 1
ing continued. .The discussiol
conclude till a late hour and t
ering did not break up till mi

The greater part of the ever
taken up with the addresse
mayor and the chairmen of
ferent comuuittees on the wo
for. the past eleven months.
was said of the coming munici
test and no one of those whe
of ~office expires this year @1
Hig intention of retirememt or
entering the contest.

Criticisms of the Ratepa

After the council had made t
planation a number of the a
asked questions with referenes
ferent eccounts in the anuua
ment and J. J. McKenzie s
some length in an attack of th
men in charge of the. large
spending departments, whom,
had all, with the exception
Sheppard gone back on their
tion pledges and instead of 1«
ment in 1998, had gone in for
ed expenditure. His criticism

> note among many
audience.

Anocther point of attack was
non-collection of poll tax a
of $420 for medical atiendance
case of a child who had ar
last spring. Ald. Bush defend
non-collection of the pecll ta
saying that many of the citize)
hard up this year and it wo
be right to press them ifor pa
and_ other aldermen =aid the 1
attendance for the smallpox
conld not be obtained more ¢

Blame Last Year's Counc

From the charges of J. J. Mc
the aldermen attacked took r
putting the blame on tha cou
the previous

Mayor Duggan upied the
He explained th the reasc
meeting was called was on acce
the provision of the city char
such a meeting be held to
work of the yvear. The acco
vear had been placed in
of the ratepayers but he reg
they did not contain the
account. This weuld be fo
in-a week or two. He outlin
saies oi debentures during th
ond showed that a better pric
boen obtained lately from that
in the season. He spoke of
forta made to get additional r:
in Strathcona and the ne
with the C. N. R., of which,
there was nothing definite ‘as
same was the condition of
level bridge negotiations. A I«
central bridge had also been «
with the Edmonton council a
Provinecial government had bee
ulted on-the ma#tter. The quest
wnion with Edmonton had
‘broached by tha{ city, but aft
sultation with a number of
men he had decided that the t
not ripe for such a union,
however, he thought might 1
Taxes had increased over
but the increase  was not as
in the previous yvear. A g
money_had been expendec
sewerage and electrie light p
revenue from waier and sewe
not neariyv as large as it ¢
and as a result the taxes had
up the balanci He was oppos




