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HE WOMENS PAGHE

Fifty Centuries of Sweet\ Scents That Have

Jrom

g

Linked Antiquity to Modern Times

By Leigh Mitchell Hodges

HEN milady uncorks the costly
cut-glass bottie that decorates
her dressing table and sprinkles

her filmy handkerchief <cith virescent eau de
violette or amber extract of criental blooms,
she little dreams that she is perpetuating the
sway of what was once a power in religion,
society and commer

She does not realize hozw universal was
the kmowledge and use of perfumes in ancient
and medieval times, nor does she know that

MONG the Eg ans, the Greeks, R
brews and ot eastern nations of
balms, vintments, essences and scer

were held in high esteem, not only for pu
of personal adornment, but
glous rites and ceremonies of the times

In the land of the fragrant lotus three kinds of in-
cense were burned to the great god Ra—aromatic gt s
at dawn, myrrh at noon and six different ingredients
At sunset As a high offering to Isis, an ox stuffed
with sweet herbs, camphor and incense and sprinkled
with perfumed oil was burned on the and
other gods were worshiped with ‘ompaniment of
scented gums oils, herbs and flowers

Who would consult Apis as an oragle must first fll
his lamps with scented oll and let the fumes of in-
cense rise before altar Inde perfume was as
much a part of Egyptian
praise of modern religion

WORLD. MARKET

*or many years Nile nation was the world's
premier market for perfumes It was to a company of
Ishmaelites, come from Gilead with spicery, balm ani
myrrh, that Joseph was sold, and the perfumers were
among the richest merchants of those remote times

The storied “balm of Gilead,” then so common and
pow 8o rare that the sultan can have all he
wants, is distilled from the bush that once
tipon a time covered the mountains of Gilead. In vain
today ulght Jeuc : ks in
Gllead; there no physician there?”

And this lamentation. which did come
evidemces the fact, not generally remembered even by
those who may heard it, that the first
physiclans freely prescribed sweet odors, especially in
nervous diseases

The ancient Hebrews made wide use of perfumes—
first in their religious ceremonials Indeed, their love
of sweet odors was on a par with their love for gold
and precious stones; and as certain of the latter had to
be used for the adorning of the high priests, so were
certain perfumes set aside for the service of the altar
end the inner temple
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even today, with the sweet scents restricted
10 toilet uses, they form the basis of a world-
wide trade which amounts to many millions
of dollars annually and gives employment to
thousands and thousands of men, women and
children.

But if she should spend a fexw spare hours
delving into the recorded doings and say-
ings of ages long dead, she would marvel
at the high part perfume has played in
history; at its potent influence among peoples
who were great wwhen the race was young.

made according to minute directions
allowed to be used only for the purpose stated
burned morning and evening in the houses of
and a “holy for anointing the
the wounded or the faithful was compounded of
us and cassia, each of which
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The Jews scented their hair
and beards and wore alabaster vials filled with musk,
attar of r balsam or costly kenard of the sort
with which the woman bathed the feet of Jesus of
Nazareth And it is a signiticant testimonial to their
regard for perfumes tha: of the t e offerings
the infant Savior by were
frankinc and reh, -
Talmud directs that of each bride's
dowry be set aside for the purchase of perfumes, and
the queen of Sheba was long remembered in Judea for
having introduced felightful odor known as
“HBalsam of Mecca,” which gained great popularity
It 4% now grawn in only a certain Agabian
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As it unfolded into a center of civilization, Greece
also and although the
sale of these luxuries was forbid by Solon and
Socrates, the trale in them was enormous. When the
perfume casket of Darius fell into the hands of Alex-
ander the the world threw away the
bottles and boxes to make for his copy of the
lliad:

But Athenians, as a whole, made prodigal with per-
fomaes of all sorts. Not only diy they perfume their din-
ing hails, but scented all deink'ng 4. and had
#laves whose sole duty during the course of 3 feawt
wus to sprinkle rare essences on the guests.

One society leader of that day gained enviable noto-
riety by loosing in his banquet four scented
pigeons, from whose fdapping wings different sweet
odors were ralned down the guests Probably no
people betore or since made such a detailed study of
the use of cosmetic perfumes, Each part of the body
had its spec unguent—sweet marjoram for the hair
and eyebro wild thyme for the neck and knees,
mint for the arms, palm oil for checks and breast and
Egyptian ointment for the legs an i feet o
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and every Roman lady kept
wh s was tu keep her in fashiin-
- from Rome $1.000,-
and Lucian warned hLis
countrywomen against their extravagunt use of these
luxuries. But they did not heed hi and finally tl
prrfume problem became such a live issue th
great Caesar himself promulgated an e
the sale of foreign which only
more desirable and cos‘ly!
Excell in this in ¥ other exc-ss, Rome
carried the use of perfumes to the most absurd ex-
tremes. Every article of dress. every piece of furni-
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died Nero s on her funeral
Arabia could supply in a year, and
i Heliogabalvs were immoderate in
At one of his fetes the emperor
said to fiddled while Rom+- frizzled spent

am m for flowers alone.

With the waning of Rome's power and glory
popularity of perfumes and scents dwindled somewhat,
ani not until the times of Elizabeth do we again strike

h wa of surh sweetness The virgin queen was
extraordinarily fastidipus as to her scents, however,
and it was an unwritien law among the ladies of her
court that each should have some knowledge of the
making of perfum

SWEET CANDLES BURNED

were burned in bedrooms, sweet
»wn upon the fire to diffuse gentle
lozi nges were eaten everywiere by
every was a one: and not satisfled with
scenting their garments and gloves and shoes, the
kmights and ladies carried about with them “casting
bottles” and “pomanders.” and the latter wore strings
‘of scented beads for necklaces

The earl of Oxford gained great pre-eminence -at
rfumes from abroad and
pleased the queen with g pair of sceated gloves
comman ivd the said handgear 1o be
: it of herself. The scent does
not cling to the canvas, but it is a fact that the musk
mixed w the mortar in which the bricks of the
Sophia. in Constantinople, were laid, 709
years ago. is still giving evidence of its presence is
that somewhat sickish manner which is pleasing to &

tain element of prescot-day perfume userns.

is aiso 4 fact that if a piece of polished steel be

laid away for a few days in a drawer or box in which
of musk, the steel will smell musky
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FROM BEAU BRUMMEL'S DAY

Strange as< it may seem. the moderate use of per-
fumes da‘es from the davs of Beau Brummel ani it
was this dandy who brought about the change, by de-
clarirg agiinst their use by men. From that time until
the present sceats, odors and oils have been largely but
not extravagantly employed. .

At present Paris is the perfume center of the world,
manufacturing of extracts and toilet
waters, sachet powders and scented soaps, is one of
the leading industries, radiating out through all of
France to the lovely sources of the trade—the flower
flelds.

In this country the making of perfumes has at-
tained a magnitude sufficlent to support a nation-wide
association of manufacturing perfumers; and while there
is stil} a large market here for foreign perfumes, the
American product js galming in popularity from year
to year

Instinct of Young Turtles

VERY creature scems possessed of more or less

E is remarkable the manner many
types rianage to guard against many
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the order of creatures there Is

none t more real instinct than the young
S2a turtis
Just as

egg. 0% he scuttles

turtle emerges from the
He has no one
guide him. In his curious
implanted a streak of caution
until a certain period in his
is S« and no defense against hungry
at o s2cks shelter in the tropical
the gulf weed. which holds within its
ching fronds an astonishing abundance of marine
Here t young turtle feeds unmolested while

his armor undergoes the hardening process
Whatever the young sea turtle eats and wherever
he eats 1t—facts not generally ascertained—ore thing
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A Dabylonian Frincess Orpprng Her Darnty Fiugers 7 Iertfisme .

HE possible marriage of young women to
whom matrimony has nothing to teach is
mightily exciting Paris just now,

Over there a girl is supposed to be
the incarnation of innocence when she goes to the
altar,

After that, discretion seems to be the better
part of virtue. All of a sudden a women escapes
‘rom a prison of convention, from which the only
door to freedom is through marriage.

Now, according to Monsignore Boito, an eccle-
siastic of note, the French girl is learning to

flirt.

“

The freedom and boldness of her sisters
over the water” is corrupting her manners, he
declares, and she is in grave danger of losing that
simplicity which is supposed to be the chief charm
of a bride.

Whether the situation is serious is chieflys a
matter of opinion. Over here it may be viewed
with amusement. Over there it is undoubtedly a
cause of alurm. And what is perhaps of most
consequence for the girls of this conntry is that
the best of French social circles are likely to take
their tone from Moasignore Boito and to be more
guarded than ever as to the young foreigners they
udmit to their family circles and social events.

weeks, and each pile
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pretty strong paragraph

“The young girls of
longer very timid and
The little creature with a shy laugh has
from our natural history; another sp
Ing to réplace It, one w Schopenhauer would have
called the ‘monkey with a pig taill.’ But bLecause this
young girl of today takes liberties like an American,
flirts llke an English girl, reads like a Norweglan, is
omnivorous and versatile g Russ
ltke a Spaniard and tom« W mny
Turk, this is not enough to con
French, or even quite Parisian.”

Again he says:

“No more do we find young women In
holds who are content to sew with
embroider slippers for their fathers
young women of France who sang only pure songs
and who read only pure books. In thelr place we now
find, too often, girls about to marry who have nothing

LAGMENTS of Monsignore Bolto's address, which
created a real sensation
reaching this country
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to learn. They have already found out, I regret to say,
¢'l that life has to tearh them. Men, I shou!d think,
must fear to marry such young women.'

To Americans some of this may sound rather in-
flated. For so long have we been used to girly and
women doing about as they pleased that their liberty
seems a matter of course. But In France it is Just the
opposite

Here, If mother catches daughter In a hammer-
lock hug which reeks with all the bliss that a favored
suitor can bestow, mother might be angry and give
daughter a good scolding. Ordinarily, though, daugh-
ter Is too foxy to get caught.

In France such a thing would be unheard of un-
dreamed of, impossible. A girl would never be allowed
alone with a young man, to begin with; and if she suc.
ceeded in eluding mother and granting a private inter-
view to object of her an there woull Le
& scandal if she got caught

What would an American
of never once being all
shie was married?

Yet, in the beau monde of France, no gir!
on the street unatiended. When she is young
nurses. When outgrows them, thes chances
she goues o a There her schooling largely
consists of restraint. She dare not romp and y=ll, be-
cause It is unladylike, Anything that our girls would
consider worth while thought unladylike,
and therefore frowned

Once out of the convent, or, what amounts to the
same thing, out of the hands of governesses and pri-
the young woman has far from &

the tions,
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ALWAYS UNDER GUARD

i» always under guard. Whenever
even If it is only a mourning
friend, must
ps away from
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Of course she
had to restrain
rather stay at home
dare think of giving
on her program For

of asking her to do s .
When young men call at her home there are always

one or more persons there to see that the proprictics
are observed. Conversation necessarily consists  of
commonplaces
All this is expressly designed to
v re
most Amerlcan girls would m st exp
and that is personal chulce of & nusband, Certainly,
the girl must marry, She has no other recourse
Unless she wants to be kept in leading strings all her
fe, she must take refuge In matrimony.
. A!l:r marriage she may become as brilliant, as
individualistic as she pleases. Before she is a bride
she must, on the surface at least, appear a pretty
little simpleton
Generally she must

amise as she does
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one thing
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etly t of her way.
ku"(k;url:’rrln:llll; ;;:‘«M‘(’ln Miss French Girl does nothing
that American girls do, The latter do everything that

she doesn’t,
-
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is certaln: It agrees with him immensely.
pleasant sort of life
cruising leisurely in the cool depths
he attained the weight of twenty-five
pounds, which usually occurs within the first year,
turtle Is free from all danger. After that no fish
or mammal, however ravenous, however well armed
wi te «th, interferes with the turtle

When once he has withdrawn his head from Its
position of outlook iInto the folds of his neck be-
the two shells, intending devourers may strug-
gl2 in vain to make an Impression upon him

If some other types of life exhibited as much of &
degree of (nstinct, there would be less slaughter by
oth=r forms of life

We know of nothing from which so little {s natu-
rally expected that exhibits as great a degree of
what might properly called real good sen 1 {4
this Instinct was not provided, the young turtles would
be destroyed as soon as they reached the water. As
it Is, many are devoured by fish before they msecrete
themselves in the growths in the sea, and by birds and
lund animals before they are able to get to the water,

———————————————

New Method of Mining

HERE have been so many disastrous explosions
I of dust and gases In deep coal mines In various
parts of the world, caused in many Instances
by the use of explosives In tearing the coal asunder,
making It easy for the workmen to remove It with
thelir that a great effort has been made among
engineers and mechanics to find a safer method of
putting the coal in condition to be easily removed
In Germany a system Is beilng used that promises
to go general
other powerful explosives belng used

Instead of the powder or
holes are drilled
deep Into the coal vein just as If blasts were to be
inserted; but Instead of the explosives that so often
set off a lot of accumulated gas or dust, a plpe Is
Inserted and a heavy pressure of water forced into
the block of dry coal. The water finds its way Into the
crevices and produces others, and In a short time such
a pressure has been brought to bear on the coal that
it opens up and is ready for the men with their picks
and shovels, and no dust or dry gas has been formed,
It Is stated this method is much safer, and is healthler,
even more rapld, as there is no loss of time by the
men walting for a mine or shaft to clear itself of the
poisonous fumes produced by the explosives,

He leads »
basking in the tropical sun and

Once has

tween

be

into use




