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Since the issuing of Bulletin No. 5 the aspect of the food problem, not alone m Newfoundiand, but through-

out nearly all Europe and North America, has become mtuch more acute, and as the advent & the planting season

is at hand the Agricultural Board realises that a plain statement of actual condm&ls should be placed hefore the

country, being convinced that if it be fully understood how urgent is the necessnty; the country will do its full

share towards the further and absolutely necessary increase of production of all crops in the present year~——ancl in
this alone appears now to be our chief hope of safety from most serious consequences SRR

In its Report for the year 1914, and again in the Report for the years 1915 and 1916, the :Agr-icultural Board
warned the country of the necessity for preparatlon for the alarming condition of things that now confronts us.

and the Board would be recreant in its duty if it failed to give'a final warning that the need of the present year is

more grave and 1mperat1ve than was that of the year past. * :
The present war is benﬁg waged by the whole Emplre not by Great Britain alone ana E virtue ’l"out

ing raised to the status and dignity of a Dominion, in recognition of our efforts in the cause of Emprre are now an

integral link in the world-girdling chain of Britlsh Dommlons, and it is incumbent upon us to live up to the obli~

sations and to make the sacrifices therefor that loyalty and devotion to the Empire and its tradltlons demand and

that all the other Dommlons are so cheerfully makmo

Famine alone can cause the Empire to lose in the present war. The safety of the peoples of the Dominions is
of the same consequefnces as are those of the Motherland, and famine could compel the Empire to sacrifice itself
o save any one of those peoples as readily as to save those of the Home Countries. ;

=

Hundreds of our noble Volunteers have shed their biood and made the Supreme Sacrifice in our defence since
this war was declared and we would be unworthy of the sacrifice they have made if we fail to take the necessary
precuations to guard against our being the means of nullifying the great work they ha»e done, and this we will
be, collectively and individually, guilty of doing it our failure to protect ourselves from the famine that will
come if we make not the required effort to stave it off, and thus cause the Empire’s surrender in order to save us.
Such a result would stamp us, and those from whom we- have sprung, with an eternal dlsgrace

We can all picture to ourselves what would happen if the people of this Country; or any. considerable num-
ber of them, were but a single week without bread, or an acceptable substitute therefor, and it now amounts al-
most to a certainty that we will not be able to procure sufficient flour to provide for our wants throughout the

whole of the present year.

The most acceptable substitute for flour that'we can provide is the potato, and if we but make the effort that

hoth prudence and patriotism demand, we can produce a sufficiency of potatoes that, with our abundant supply

of fish food, will safely protect us from the absolute hunger that would force on the Empu'e the dire consequences

indicated. : |

;;th'ﬂ 28

If our mdrﬂ'erence to our own pressmg needs cause the Empire to lose in the war we are new wagmg in the.

nterest of humamty, of liberty and of chrlstlamty, we can be accused of having needlessly sent our Volunteers,

who have died for us, to their cleaths Our paramount duty, therefore in the present year, rsgﬁor everyone Own-
ing a plot of land to. plant it fully, giving a pr&fbrem’e to potatoes. Our own individual mterests our Country’s,
and the Empire’s mte;rests are dependent upcm our doing._ this. - Thus can we best do hon,gr to—the memories of our ¢

det-us, there fore now do what we may,to assure it that they hav

soldier dead—-—they gave thexr hves to save t
ot died in vain. :

. Office of the Nﬁd Agnc Board
Aprxl 1918 a
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WITH THL FRENCH ARMY IN wmch drove them back, bt oniy  ai- .'
;F tANCE, April 1.—A daring attemptjter the ground was strewn with hup-

‘by the Germans to cross the Oise to-

T iday and form a bridgehead; permit-

\tiig of future advances, was easily
;irustrated by the French. One of the
]' famous storm battalions succegded in

dreds of bodies. At Plemont two ng:-
'man divisions which had’ mcprvod
strict: orders to execute an ' advance

whatever might be the ¢ost and cap-
tufe a height. found ‘themselves con-;

1
: ‘mhxlated
ot ;about 100 unwounded men,
!

Igetting over near Chauny, but never
tretired.

fronted by a Freneh division which
It. was almost entirely an-jwould not give way hefore’ the Iurs
There remained only!of the German waves. For a moment
whonr the the French were ferced back, but took
French took prisoners. Nearly allra breath, and came at the enemy;
‘the bridges crossing the Oise had again with such a rush that the Ger-
L ecn destroyed, and the French held'mans were driven from the hmght.s
southern | lecaving 700 prisoners,. including -
while all possible fords were officers, in the hands of the Frenc“
artillery. More to we: At no period of the war hag the fighi-
in the region of Moreuil, the. ing been so fierce. The Germans in-

{bank,

north

g §Gcrmuns for the moment at least ap-!tended at any costs te reach and de-

& 'pear to have renounced their generai!stroy

qul«ed them after very severe fig

b | same period of the day and those met

3 lcolumns under a tempest of

* ' cffensive.

| the railway communication at
.attacks and resorted to local action. Amzcns connecéting the north and the
*Tv.o *of these were extremely violent “séuih. To- day; ’{he éleventh day ol
'between Marclove and the Somme.'the b'ittle thev find before them a
They came against the sternesc re- lsohd wall of ~“Allied - troops, which
isistance  from the French, who re-|[daily is becomiss firmerp -as artliller;\:
ht-lis advancing from all directions “to
lmz Other attacks occurred on tllelsupport the infantry which has stood
uight bank of the Somme about tue’the entire shock up to the present. A

word must be said for the Allies’ avi-
' with  failure. Sanguinary - ongagwlators who from- the - beginning- of the
‘ments, in which the combatants agam’battle have worked meessantly. - tak--
‘Lame to close lighting in individbal'ing the place of cavalry for recon-
{combats, took place about the Las-|{naissances, and oftep descending to

{ signy sector. }{Ere the French ar-!
tlllery caught the advancing  German
shells

an altitude of 100 feet or less to .at-
tack with machine guns the advapc-

i
ing infantry.
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Is lndescribable

) Villages Taken and Retaken Again

~ and Again--Enemy Blocked in the
Way to Amiens---Frightful Losses
by Germans

o~

—
Am.l.
from Freneh headquarters today Ieu-

LONDON; — Telegrapning
| ter’s correspondent says:
pulse of the German assault yesterday
ootween fassigny- and Mont Didier
v\as the scverest that the enemy has
suffered sinece the beginning of the
The attack was conducted

'in’ familiar manner, dénse aggrega-

% 'tions marched up 'to the assaults by
#'baftalions and literally melted under

. | adian

} | Zain an

': to ha\e taken Mont- Renaud, a stcep!

&F  the southwest.

i3 SRS B AR

L of the Somme, Avre,

' "calibres.
ylin this sector, eye“witnesses say. Oui

Fhours.

the fire of the Frenech 75’s. Moreui!
was retaken by the French and Can-
soldiers - charging together.
Reports sent . back by the Freunch

leave 1o doubt but that the
enetmy suffered terribly and did not
inch of ground. North of
: Mont Didier the Germans hold Cau-

: txgny about two miles west of the

East of Lassigny they cliim

 |hill crowned by the remains of an old
¥ | castle which overlooks Noyon from
Our artillery which is
tnow beginning to ar rive on the fieids
Lassigny aad
Mont Didier in strength is beginn:.ng

*to oppose an effective barrier to the

{German mass - attacks. Hitherto as

" the battle shifted north we, like the

Germans, had been obliged to fight
‘| with the support of our field guns
.only. Now the six inch and heavier
‘picces arearriving and wrecking ier-
lrible havoc among the enemy’s ai-

'tachmg\ columns who have no means

iof protection against shells. of thesc
Describing Fmdays battle

infantry fire worked terrible de-

istruction among t.he Germans who ad-
“'vanced to the attack division after di-|

in dense waves during 2%
The fury of the fighting is in-
Aviators who hovered

|visfon

| discribable.

f over the field say - it looked like a

The re- ‘

'stormy sea in which wave after wave
Iof infuriated men swept up and roll-
ed back in diserder. . Villages were
taken and retaken again and agam
Batteries of Ss were brought intc
1actlon a few mmutos after detraining
tat stations on the- battiefield.  Sex-
eral times enemy columns advancing
Jto the assault stooped and broke ui-
der our riffe and machine gon fire.
The commands of officers trying. te
rally their men could be heard Iron:
our lines.” The fight for Mereuy
lasted a whole day. Our Canadians
actually intermingled = with  their
French = comrades  and fought like
lions to keep the place. It was twice
captured - by _the - Canadians _ and
French and twice lost. In the end
the Khaki and the horizon blue :iai
the best of ‘it and the village, whieh
was the ' nearest  point the enemrs
ireached on the way to Amiens dnd
the point particularly coveted by uhe
German staff, remains in our hands.
At. Pléniont a single Prench division
in a furious charge broke the resist-
ance of two German divigions, cat-
turing the whole of the important po=
sitions and taking -prisoners. several
hundred Gengans Illustratiug ihe
soverity of the ermg,n losses thu
following details are. communica.ted
‘During the first da;r many. Germau
divisions were withdrawn on account
‘of their losses; among otbers were
{¢che 35th,.13th, 47fh, Hth Guard: duls-
ion, and T1lth Chasscuh divisiOn.
several cases divisions: asked to Ln
relicved and were fntdrmed theu' Tée-
guést could not be gmnted 'I‘he "Bsul

division, is - knuw&ﬁ:go @%@-

ion, havln’g left .5" »
on the ﬁeld, was
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