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WERE SURPRISED
Japs Stole a March on Them 

Completely Wrecking All 
Three on Short Notice.

JAPANESE REPORTED TO HAVE 
SCORED ANOTHER VICTORY
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Curtain Sale.

LIOICT Ml III H 11U1VLCJaps Take Another Round Out 
of the Russians This 

Morning.

here. The 
t Overcoat 
nd the peo- 
: principal 
made.

Her Warships Attacked Those of Russia at Port Arthur and 
Chemulpo and Destroyed Two at the Latter Port.

FOR 25cBefore Dazed Russians Could 
Reply to the Attack the Vig- 

orous Jape Had Done 
Their Work.

Two Signal Victories By Jap­
anese Fleets Cripple Rus­

sian Forces.
Tokio, February 9. -It is reported, 

here that the Japanese fleet engaged 
and defeated two Russian warships, 
whose names have not yet been learn­
ed, at Chemulpo, to-day. It is said 
the engagement began at 11 a. m. 
and continued until 3 p. m.

The smaller Russian vessel is re­
ported to have been sunk, and the 
larger one fired and hopelessly dis- 
abled. A part of the crew is report­
ed to have escaped to the shore and to 
have been captured. The Japanese 
ships are reported to bo slightly dam­
aged. Official (, confirmation of the 
report is unobtainable.

London, February 10.—In a de­
spatch from Tien Tsin, dated Febru- 
ary 9, a correspondent of the Daily 
Mail says it is reported there that 
the Russian cruisers Variag and 
Koretz hauled down their flags with­
out firing a shot and that 8,000 Ja­
panese immediately landed at Chem- 
ulpo and the march to Seoul com­
menced.

It was reported from P kin to-day

ed anchor in- order to participate in 
the batle.”

A third telegram from the viceroy 
says that after a bombardment last­
ing one hour the Japanese squadron 
ceased its fire and steamed south- 
ward.

“Our losses,” the viceroy continues, 
“are two naval officers and fifty-one 
men wounded and nine men killed and 
on the coast batteries one man kill­
ed and three wounded.

“During the engagement the bat­
tleship Poltava and the cruisers Di- 
ana, Askold and Novik were each 
damaged on the water line. The 
damage to the fortress was not im- 
portant.”

Admiral Alexieff, amplifying his 
first telegram to the Czar on the 
torpedo boat action, telegraphs as 
follows:—

“I most humbly report to your im- 
perial majesty that the three injur­
ed vessels were not sunk nor were 
their boilers or engines damaged. The 
Tsarevitch received a hole in her

COATS, $10 This is the month in which to buy Carpets and 
Curtains. Many lines are here that we intend 
clearing out during the quite seasons. These are- 
choice goods, and if you need anything in Floor 
Coverings, Lace Curtains or Drapery Curtains 
you will do well to come in and look the differ­
ent lines over.

When I was in Toron­
to last week I bought 400 
books that were slightly 
damaged or imperfect. 
These are now in stock 
and placed on our

Bargain Table at

1 
:

(Special to The Planet.)Ie 
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New York, Feb. 9.—A special cable 
from London to the Evening Journal 
says:

Japan has won her first great naval 
victory. A despatch from St. Peters- 
burg gays that an attack has been 
made by a Japanese torpedo fleet on 
the Russian battleships and cruisers 
lying at anchor within the entrance 
of the harbor at Port Arthur and 
that the battleships Cesarevitch and 
Retvizan and the cruiser Pallada 
were torpedoed and wrecked.

Shortly before midnight of Monday 
a large Japanese fleet, presumably 
that which left Saseho early Satur­
day, was reported off Port Arthur. 
The Russian fleet, which had -been 
anchored outside the harbor, had 
been warned and had retired within 
the harbor entrance. The Russians 
felt that their torpedo system would 
protect them, but even then took Ino 
chances, but kept their searchlights 
working both from the ships and the 
shore batteries, particularly from 
that portion of the land called the 
"Tiger’s Tail."

The Japanese fleet outside did some 
maneuvering and then apparently 
went off to the southward, so many 
thought, to join the remainder of 
the Japanese fleet, known to be in 
the neighborhood of Wei-Hai-Wei.

At 1.40 a. m. Sunday, as the watch­
ers and searchlights were becoming 
laggard and the alarm at first felt 
was about dying out a black streak 
avas observed crossing the harbor 
mouth by one of the lookouts on the

torpedoes - shells - as the.London, Feb. 10. —Signal victories
“15 
be looked 
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$ for the Japanese have marked the op­
ening days of the Russo-Japanese 
war. Nine Russian warships have 
been out out of commission by Japa­
nese
Russians have no dockyard facilities 
in the far east to repair the damages 
inflicted on their ships it follows 
that the vessels are useless for ser­
vice in the- present war.

Over 2.000 Russian troops have been 
taken prisoners by the capture of 
three Russian transports of the vol­
unteer fleet off the Korean coast.

The Russian warships which were 
put out of commission at Port Arth-

Less Than One- 
Quarter the Re­

gular Prices.
Among them are “Letters 

of a “ Self-made Mer­
chant”; “Lovely 
Mary ;" “Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage Patch,” 
and many other up-to- 
date books.

February Carpet
, and Curtain Sale...

All remnants of Carpets up to 12 yards, in­
cluding Brussels, Tapestry, Velvet and Unions 

at

9

| 800.,
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Half-Price.AL 8 sAy

500 Yards of Tapestry Carpet an Extra Special + 
Bargain, made, laid and lined, at per yd, 1 w. 1 Your choice of 200 $ 
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68 WE SOnts. :25c. Each ....... * 
♦ Call early and get: 
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We invite you to come in and let the salemen show: 

: you through the stock and quote prices. You will find $ 
- there are many money-saving opportunities. 1= = = = = = = = = = -- ========= 1
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SEA of W 
SARAnlOCesarevitch. He gave the alarm. A 

dozen searchlights flashed out and 
the sight paralyzed the Russians, ac­
cording to the dispatches sent io St. 
Petersburg. Half a dozen torpedo 
boats were making their way toward 
the moored warships.>

Before any move could be made a 
torpedo was launched from one of the 
Japanese boats at the Cesarevitch and 
striking her, exploded, tearing her 
apart. At almost the same moment 

another torpedo was tired at and hit 
the Retvizan, the most modern ship 
in the Russian navy, and made a 
wreck of her. The deadly missile 
struck the Retvizan just forward of 
her forward turret on the port side 
and tore a gaping hole in her side
The consternation among the Rus- 

siens, had now increased to a panic 
and hardly any attempt was made to repel the attack being made. -

The Pallada, a fine cruiser, was 
lying Inside of both the battleships 
and to her the torpedo boats next 
turned their attention. The Pallada’s 
crew had got her rapid fire guns to 
work and were trying to hit the Ja- 
panese. The latter launched half a 
dozen torpedoes at the Russians be­
fore one took effect. It left the Rus­
sian cruiser a hopeless wreck.

By this time several Russian tor- 
pedo boats had got into the fight, 
and the Japanese, finding affairs be­
coming rather complicated and more 
critical than they cared to meet, 
withdrew as they came.

Attempts were made from the' 
shore to fire the mines in the en­
trance to the harbor. Some of them 
did explode but not while any tor- 
pedo boat was near, while others 
failed utterly to answer the electric
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any one title.
This is the greatest 

book bargain ever offer­
ed in Chatham. 1

ChwOWSON 

2\\\ 
‘(SEOUL)

• 4040000446 A P AN $9 
uavson2z. 

MNAzawi”X 4. 
== toki 

OSRIRORU A

0

wowBN

JUT V Sulman’s Boohive
Opp. Garner House.
King and Sixth Sts.
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1GEO. STEPHENS CO. tnimia

SoMasA Lwove woe
Stock-taking is over. We find tod much on hand.

Granite ware with five year guarantee.

Tinware of our own make at prices lower than ever 
heard of in Chatham before.

MAP OF THE SCENE OF EASTERN STRIFE

The accompanying map will enable 
readers to see at a glance that por.

and which, bordering on Mongolia, commercial and strategical point of 
view, and the paramount necessity to 
the Mikado that he should not toler­
ate any attempts on a peninsula 
which would serve so admirably as a 
base for the subjugation of both his 
own dominions and those of his Chi­
nese neighbors, whose seaboard terri­
tories are also very clearly shown.

seems a convenient stepping stone 
to that vast territory if the Tarter 
supremacy ever comes to be an; ac­
knowledged fact in the great north- 
erm province. The map shows also 
very clearly the profound importance 
of Corea in its relation to the Island 

western hemispheres, Kingdom of Japan, both from the

tion of the world which its the seat 
of the great war. To the south is
Manchuria, of which so much has

444444 been lately heard, and which Russian 
aggression has made the cause of 
Alarm to diplomatists, both in the"Harness from our hand sewed,selected leathers stock.

Trays and servers, silver, nickle. Japan, brass, all 
styles, exceedingly low.

eastern andrater is trans, 
at great change

re in the price.1

spark. By the time the Russians had 
got over their consternation and got 
into condition to fight back the 
Japanese had disappeared. By day­
light there were no Japanese in 
sight.

that the Japanese had disembarked 
Chemulpo notwithstanding the pres­
ence there of two Russian warships, 
and another despatch from Che Foo 
said Japan had the Variag and Kor­
etz caught at Chemulpo. I

Japanese troops also landed in all 
the chief points of Southern and 
Western Korea. One division of the 
Japanese guards bolds Fusan and 
Chemulpo and altogether three di­
visions of the Japanese guards, each 
of 12.000 men, have been mobilized.

It appears, the correspondent con­
tinues, that the Russian warships at 
Vladivostok are icebound.

The Russian war vessels at Vladi­
vostok are the armored cruisers 
Rurik, Rossia, Gromoboy and the 
Bogatyr, a screw corvette built in 
1860.

Russia has a thousand tons of coal 
at Port Arthur, but the coal must be 
taken out’to the battleships in light- 
ers until the battleships disabled by 
the Japanese are floated. |

St. Petersburg, Feb, 10, 6.10 a. m. 
—A second telegram, has been received 
from Viceroy Alexieff. It is dated 
Feb. 9, and says:-

“A Japanese squadron of fifteen 
battleships and cruisers to-day began 
to bombard Port Arthur. The fort­
ress replied and the squadron weigh-

ur, according to Admiral Alexieff’s 
reports, were the battleships Czare­
vitch, Retvizan and Poltava, the 
cruisers Pallada, Diana, Askold and 
Novik.

At Chemulpo the Japanese sent two 
more to the bottom—the Variag and 
the Koreitz, making a total of nine.

A special despatch from Tokio, dat- 
ed to-day, says it is reported that 
three transports of the Russian vol­
unteer fleet, conveying about 2,000 
troops, have been captured by the 
Japanese off the Korean coast. ! f !

steering department, and hier rudder 
was damaged ; the Retvizan was dam­
aged in her pumping apparatus under 
the water line, and the Pallada was 
injured amidships, not far from her 
engines.

“After the explosions the cruisers 
hastened immediately to their assist­
ance and in spite of the dark night 
measures were taken to bring the 
damaged vessels to the harbor. We 
had no loss in officers. Two marines 
were killed, five were drowned and 
eight were wounded. The enemy’s 
torpedo boats received a heavy fire. 
Two unexploded torpedoes were found 
after the attack.”

Admiral Alexieff’s report of the 
attack by the Japanese torpedo boats, 
which was received yesterday, is as 
follows: % *

“I most respectfully inform your 
majesty that at about midnight of 
February 8-9. Japanese torpedo boats 
made a sudden attack by means of 
mines upon the Russian squadron in 
the outer roads of the fortress of 
Port Arthur, in which the battleships 
Retvizan and ,Tsarevitch and the 
cruiser Pallada were damaged. An 
inspection is being made to ascertain 
the character of the damage. De­
tails are following for your majes­
ty.”

Good Many Oheap

CHILDREN COMING
i GEO. STEPHENS & CO.

General Superintendent Wool- 
latt Gives the Young Folks 

"a Half-Rate Fare on the 
Robin Hood Special.

Get made and sold. They 
look well. The cheat 
shows itself in the wear. 
The basis of all our
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WE SELL THE TT $ 
BEST MAKIS Of Wringers : 
xx x Re o. improved double 1 
$2.22.0 price $3.00, Saturday $ 

Standard, 2 x 12 rolls, reg- * 
ular $5-50, Saturday $5.?

Ball Bearing, easy, a child X 
can turn the crank, regular 95.00, X 
Saturday, $4.50.: 

Tabs, Wash Boards: Tab Stands, Sorub Brashes.t 
] Soap—Everything for the Laundry at a big reduction on SATURDAY. 2 

See Window for cut prices. ♦
Big Parse Sale on Saturday Morning, regular at 250,3 

30c., 35C., 40c, your choice on Saturday for 190. See East Window. $

........... ..........................

General Superintendent W. W.

Shoe Selling is 
Reliability.
Reliable, no matter what 

else—and price as low as 
possible after that. Let 
these values do the talk­
ing. Our

“Empress”
At $2, $2 50, $3, $3.50.

Not only does your 
money go further here, 
but the shoes we sell are 
new, and stylish, and 
right.

THE Woollatt, of the Lake Erie railroad, 
telephoned yesterday afternoon that 
it had been decided to allow all ■chil­
dren from Wallaceburg and Dresden, 
on the big Rabin Hood special train 
on Friday evening, a rate of half of 
single fare for the round trip.

A large number of Robin Hood 
tickets were secured by the young 
folks in these towns and a liberal 
contingent of children are coming 
to see the magnificent production.

L. E. Tillson, local agent for the 
Pere Marquette, received two cars of 
coal yesterday, one of which was de­
livered to the Waterworks Depart­
ment, and the other to the Chatham 
Gas & Electric Light Co., so that 
there will be no more cause for com- 
plaint as to light. It is not probable 
that the railroads will be blocked 
with freight again, and sufficient coal 
will be brought into the city to -avoid 
embarrassing conditions.

At the hospital sale Austin & Co. 
are going to sell one case of bleach­
ed cotton, bought at the old price of 
10c, although to-day it-cannot be re­
placed for less than 12 l-2c.

JAPS SINK 
RUSSIAN WARSHIPSAR

Also Capture Chemulpo and 
Practically Control Korea 

—Jape Suffer No Lose

JF 
at

Special to The Planet.
London, Feb. 10.-2. p. m.—Official 

dispatches from Tokio .received by 
Baron Hayashi, say the Japanese min- 
ister, on arriving at Chemulpo, Kor­
ea, sent in word to the two Russian 
cruisers, Variag and Korietz, giving 
them a time limit in which to leave. 
Shortly afterwards the Russians 
came out and attacked a Japanese 
torpedo boat, which replied with a 
torpedo effectively. A general ex­
change of shots then followed. After 
a hot fire the Russians returned to 
Chemulpo and sank at the entrance: 
of the harbor. It is not yet known

Continued on Page Four.J
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LAST DAY♦ 
$ before the presentation of

“ROBIN HOOD” 
$ The Greatest Classic Opera Comique.
Iaborlasial.. Thursday, Feb. 11 
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TURRILL, 
THE SHOE MAN.
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