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Tonight, when she played that most
incongruous xole of beggar, she took
{her place firmly and strongly in the
rgreat world that her father's money
and her own beauty had earried by
assault and won. - Her engagement to
Clement Vicary—of . so many thous-
ands a year, and of the ancienf fam-
ily of the Vicarys of Shropshire—had
been formally announced, and at this
great fancy dress ball she was to re-
ceive the congratulations of the great
and—as old John Ingram
| tersely puL it—''db the thing in pie-
| per style.”

She had chosen .in a very spirit of
daring to be the humblest figure in
the room, to appear in the midst of

and ready to conquer the world, for
love of her. She began to wonder,
with a quickening heart, what had
happened to him, and where he was ;
whether he had succeeded or failed ;
above all (strange thoughtofor a girl
in whose ears the congratulations of
her friéends on her approaching mar-
riage were--still ringing !) she began
to wonder if he had taken any other
woman to his heart, to console
Almost without thinkihg about
matter at all,
taking her im the direction of the
place where he had lived ; found, in
a few minutes, that she was going up
the old dark staircase which led to
his rooms. She stopped at last
side the door at which she had so of-
| ten tapped, in old days, when she had
| run light-heartedly up there tc see
ihim She hesitated for a moment and
then knocked softly on the door
There was no answer. In former
times she remembered how he had
grown to know the touch of her hand
upon the door; so that he would
dash "to it, and fling it open] almost
before her hand had left the panel
But now there was no sound at all -
she began to fear that he had
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away and left her—quite a ridiculous
feeling, because she had no right
think of himm at all, and because
ter all, she had deserted him
had.-a petulant feeling, nevertheless,
that he had behaved rather . badly
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ibeon given ; she wanted to conquer
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Watching her opportunity she escap-
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| through the house in the direction of
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which | turned to go ; stopped as she did so
and impatiently rattled at the handle
To her surprise, the door yielded
her touch, and opened at once
found herself inside the well-re
memdbered room, and in darkness
Then she began to be a little afraid
Old ghosts seemed to be rising—old
remembered phrases were thick in the
air. She felt as though a chill and
hlﬂ('r wind had struck at her, and
was ruffling ‘the beggar’s
wore The hour was so late,
dark and silent, and
whele circumstances so altogether out
of the common She stretched out
her hand in the hope to touch some-
|thmg solid in the darkness, and cried
|the name of the man she had desert-
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and yet eagerly she gained the trades-
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|and thinking what a tale she would
have to tell of her frolic when she re-
turned, she ran_ up the street and
found herself in ‘the demure and for
mal square in which the big house of |
| Juhn Ingram was situated
“There was no fun there all
quiet and still, save where the

itself threw out a flood of light,

place so

was | ““Maurice—Maurice !'’
house |  Silence for a moment, and then out
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WWM*@&QQ»@

;[nt‘nmg' the silence, as though it were
The interests of the wage

{a very voice from the pas*
earner are identical with the i} “‘Grace !"'
interests of the property owner She went forward
Both will consult their lalong the wall to where she saw a
weltare by voting for lfaint glimmer of light through the
mission. {crack of a further door ; thrust the
|door open and went in
y Saesaeassnascn s | She had never seen this room be-
the twinkling lamps of the waiting [fore ; thjs was his bedchamber, She
carriages were set in a double llm-j'glancmi round the place, and saw
down one side of the square: As she [that it was neglected and untidy
stood there she could hear the faint |that, although it was a cold winter's
sound the music and knew the |night, the fire had long burnt out in
waltz they were playing the grate, and the bed on which the
Strangely enough, her thoughts  man lay, fully dressed, was tumbled
turned the old place she had|and unmade. Only in that first glance
known so well—the otd home wherein |she noted these things , after that,
she had been born and where she had | her eyes were fixed on the figure on
after all; been ro happy. She thought |the bed
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hands, with all the old familiar |she had seen him last, had been
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closing down “the «_)& closely-written ;’Hd“, tossing his head from side
page of her life' so firmly—wanted to [side on the pillow, was a creature
see what it looked like—wanted to-{out of whom all power and nearly all
bid faréwell"to it, as it were, for the |life had ‘gome—a poor thing, wasted
last time. There may have even heen |With fever and privation—a something
a sort of feeling 'in her mind, devoid |to linger long ih her memory — to
of tenderness, which prompted her to [Start up in her dream, and cry, '‘See
stand in the street through which she |What you have made ! See the man-
| had passed so often in u}d\uum,_.lu_huud you have dragged in the dust,
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led ‘when she was nearing the place :
the streets seemed to have narrowed
|somewhat, even in the comparatively my : +
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|Once or twice, too, & drunken man |bed, and bent over the man,
lurched towards her, and only heristrove to make him Jook into her
swift. feet saved her from molesta- | face—strove to stili the awful move-
‘t.mn She began to. wish ardently |ment of that head. Perhaps her voice
{that she had never ‘started out, 'brought him .back  to something he
(\uch an errand. . « (had nearly Jost; perhaps he had
She reached the house at last — the | merely dreamed of her, and this seem-
dm old quaint shop, with the peep- ed part of the dieam And it was
ling eyes:in the closed shutters. The+ {not the rich daughier of old Johp In-
plwe was empty, and a forlorn- Jook- | | gram—not the great lady of the fash-
| 1ng board announced the fact that it | mnahlc world ~ that bent over the
was to Jet. From the appearance of { man in that peor room then It was
n toa woman only—and cheé who would
time. Bui she was glad- have trampled her riches upder [oot
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tangible about it. “She was back | the’ mllmg of the head ceased, and he
again in the old life, dreu.nung the | seemed to listen. Ther, without see-
old" dreams, thinking the old | ing her, he spoke her name -again and
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Then, in the most natoral tashion, | ward ﬁ:,d took his hands, and looked
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!learned to forgive. Slowly, as though
|she called him from sore depth into
{ which he had sunk, hé seenied ‘to come
to the surface, to wake, slowly and
with difficulty, to the knowledge that
she was there-=close to him—tourhing
him.
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{say ?
want

you hear what I
Can you understand all that I
to tell you 7"’ she whispered,
speaking, hurriedly, and-with her lips
close to his ‘“Indeed, I have never
really forgotten. 1 have been weak
and cowardly ; now my heart is stir-
jred, as it should have been long ago,
with love of you. Now I understand
all that we were to each other, all
that shall be again, Mayrice —
speak to me.”

we

“I—I was dreaming of you—such a
foolish dream,” he whispered, with a
smile”"*‘Help me—help me to get iip
It's so good to be awake and alive
again. I dreamed that I was dead
Qo—with your arm about me, Grace
—just7in” the old fashion I'm “not
awake yet, I shall wake up — more
fully—presently."’

she helped him to sit up,
looked at her, us he might have look-
ed something - for which he had
hungered, but had never hoped to see
again. The fever was still Strongly
upon hini®, only out of the mists and
shadews of it her figure stood e¢lear
and strong something he knew
and remembered

‘'There—now, you're—you’ré nearly
well again—eh 7'’ she said, with & 1it-
tle nervous laugh and with the tears
standing in her eyes “Now you |
shall tell me ghat your dreams have
been—what you have been dmni‘.xll
this long time without me.’

He stretched out one weak hand and
stared before him, as though he saw
something she could not see. He spoke
without looking at her. She kept her
about him still, to support him
once or twice as he went on with the
pitiful tale she hid
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and waited for him to go on
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that was the most foolish part of it |
all), I dreamed that you were rich,
that I saw In your carriage
in the and that you swept past

me without a look. What a poor

mad dream, and how glad I am that |
it was not real."

He suddenly to becomeé
aware for the first time of her dress
and appearance ; he touched the dress
lightly, lifting the pretty rags, and
looking at them ; then turned to her
with a wondrous smile

And now—now that 1 wake
find you poor, as I am—forlorn, as ||
me ' how wreng the
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remen ber faith in each oth-
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15 make a new beginning, as you |
It isn't too late—if shan't be
w jate— ”
"“No—why should it be—too late *"
he muttered. Yet the fear was strong
upon her . that the tijpe was very
short for - making amends in .this |
world, But she cheated herself, with
the false hope that they were indeed
apd meércifully te for-
)}hv mercifylly still, .
destined to remember
at  least, the sweeter |
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repentance, and all. her wild
promises for a future that was never
to dawn. Only once, as she listened
eagerly, she heard a faint whisper
come from him, while he lay smiling,
and drifting eut of life

““Not—a bad dream—after all.’
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They were still dancing merrily
when she back to her father's |
house, and they were désperately anx-
ious about her She crept into the
ballroom and one of the first to greet
her was the man she was to mary
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WINTER WORK *~ |
FAIRLY BEGUN

All Claims to Bé Worked This
Winter Are Now Busy.
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Girowing Like a Snowhall

Rolling Down Hill!

That is the way the Nugget's cirenlation
has inereased since the subscription
price was reduced to
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The Nugget has the best telegraph service
and the most complete local news gather-

ing system of any Dawson paper.
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HICKS & THONPSON..

PROPRIETORS

FLANY\ER\ HOTEL
First Class Accommodations
Warm; Comfortable and
Furnished Roows."
Well Cooked Meuls.

BOARD BY DAY OR MONTH

Micks & Thompson STAGE LINF

HUNKER AND DOMINION
Freighting to All Creeks
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“hurry-Up
Jobs”

Done
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To Surprise "

The
Rush-Job Fiend.
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