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HERE'S a wagon com­
ing!" Esther announced 
excitedly. “It’s the one 
from the fort with the 
thing» for the Christmas 
tree- " Her mother 
came to stand beside her 
in the door of the cabin. 

* At any time a passing 
wagon was of interest, here in the heart 
of the Western IHfUlU but today $| 
was more than ever an event; for a long 
winter rain had put a stop to almost all 
travel u ha-1 lasted through two 
dreary weeks, and not until this < hristaxas 
morning had there been a glimpse of blue 
sky for a fortnight

“The roads must have been very bad." 
•aid Mrs. Lawton. ‘It t».-jla., 
ago that they went by, and they ought 
to have made the trip to the railroad and 
back ia a weak."

A month agq Esther had ridden over 
with her father to Fort Pedroxo to 
VjmA the da/ «nth Alice Shannon, who 
waa just her own age. and a daughter of 
a person called the quarter-master ser­
geant And Alice had told her wonderful 
tales about a party she and Net ta Antler- 
eon were going to have on Christmas 
eight ia the amusement hall. It was to 

the soldiers' children, end there 
would be dolls aad toys and candy and
beautiful ornsineuls Alice L*d said that 
aha and Net ta had worked for a long time 
making soma of the things and earning 
money to seed East for others that they

Ever since then Esther had thought 
about it. imagining what it would be like, 
wishing that she herself could see it- She 
•peat long hours fancying herself guiag 
to a party aad being surrounded by other 
AMr«t For aha waa vary lonely all by 
herself ia her home ia the forest, where her 
ealy playfellows were her dog and her 
horse, aad sometiaiee a young Indian 

Oars she had talked about it. but it 
bad made her mother cry So Esther had
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been careful not to speak of it again 
And Ibis morning she had done her beet 

. . • -rd with the
eud the dress and the necklace of Indian 
bends which she had found by the fire­
place But immediately after brr*kf«-t 
tier father had had to take advantage of 
the fine weather and ride sway to another 
ranch lie would he geee until night 
So she and her mother were left by them- 

■
merry Christmas day for a young girl.

**| wish lleery would stop aad see ua." 
she said softly There was more 
fwises# ia the tune than she kaew.aad the 
tears came again into her mother’s eyes 

«Hot. Hinging her arms 
about Mrs Lawton's neck. *1 didn't 
mean to make you feel badly. I’m not 
so Very lonesome. "

Her own lip one quivering sad her 
mother smiled bravely aad stooped to 
him the upturned fear

At that instaal the loud cracking of a 
whip amde them both »u 
followed by another and another, nod then 
by the •hooting of a ass’i voice. The 
wagon, which both of them had momen­
tarily forgotten, on* not ia eight, and the 
truth tasked upon Esther ** They're 
la the ravine! And I shouldn't wonder 

The abouta aad 
the cracks of ike skip were repeated 
*■ I'm going to sew." said Esther turning 
into the house She rame hack wearing 
a pair of boy’s boots that met her skirt 
at Ike knee, and she plodded of through 
the soft ground, disappearing lato the 
ravine-

When eke reappeared Henry was with 
her II# had often stepped into the rahia 
aa he drove kks team to aad from ike post, 
aad to people whom Uses were so isolated 
he ms nmd sIwmI aa intimate frseod 

“We're stuck ia the mud." he mid to 
Mrs Lawton “ I'U have to stay here uM

.
down from fit one’s ranch then that ran 
help os pull out I gums you'll have In 
give am my Christmas dinner "

\ guest lean pleasant than the frank 
fared soldier would have been only too 
welcome, bat E-sthef’s thoughts went 
suddenly to Net ta Anderson end Wore 
and ell the children at the fort ** Aren't 
the things for the Owtstmoa tree to the 
aagv-n1 she naked

*Ves. they are." he told her. "and it
H too had "
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FdW *«.pr.| “All fur lhe tree* ' 
He Unshed “ Nut quite: nbuul eight 

hundred and illy i. .upplira aad feed " 
“Well ygu ru.ld Mr nee mule and 

peek all lke«e » on ll. tea 1er na-dkra •• 
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I lake Ik. I hie*»' u I « ikr raidira «ad 
her mother bepue lu «mil», ike urged bra 
pine “We reeld «ul them oe Jake 
Jake*, our Nllle wki.e peek-mule." »ke 
eiplnwe I odd ride
Hr." Ake rara eager look, from nee 
la Ike Other -| reeld do ll (era a. well _ «

“ll*. eight wileV* lleery reabeded 
“A. il I reeble*! ride d.leee male, ia a 
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Henry tamed to Mrs. Lawton -Weald 
yoube wUliag she should l« it» * hr sshed 

Esther gave no sudihle sigh of

wv« to he any reason against it All 
her life Esther bad eseder»d on brwlarii
ever tb# m sont sine, as as s child
of more rivfis d 4M nets might have 
ridden is a park end R w»m»l nothing 
now to slluw her to fa a small mailer of

fie it was Bed long before Jake was 
equipped with bis peck-saddle end prec­
ious »re*ght lie one led to the ravine 
and there loaded oHh all the packages 
which were addressed to kina Net la 
Aadersoa. ** You’ll bate to lighten that 
park new and then.** the soldier said 
*'l*o you think you cant" Esther was 
sure that she could fibe bad often helped 
her father pack

When at length she was amoated on 
bee pony end ready to start. Henry 
looked a little dehieae -lie’s feeling 
pretty fresh. Jake in’* be warned Eel her 
railed bark her amncaars that she was
Îwite eqaal to the task she had uadertsken 

ad then she rode of. still rearing her big 
mwddt boot*, sad well wrapped (ms the 
cold aW ia aa d«l mat of her fsiker’a 

Bat her ability to w-sasge Jake Oas

soon put to the proof. For the fir»t two 
or three miles the road was heavy, and he 
plodded along beside Billy quietly enough. 
All at once, however, she shied violently 
at an old deserted tepee which he had 
passed countless time» without so much as 
pricking up hi» ear» It was all the excuse 
for excitement that her own pony needed. 
He too gave a jump a»ide. Then his 
head went down, ami with a little >queal 
of meanness, he began to buck, lie was 
doing his very best to un»eat his rider, 
and there was no question of keeping hold 
of the pack-mule's rope. Jake pulled 
away. When Billy had fiui»hed bucking 
hr had gone a hundred yards ahead 
Until E»ther came close by him he paid 
no attention to her; but when she wax 
ju»t near enough to gra»p the rope, he 
gave a quick jump and started off at a 
trot. She followed him. The trot grew 
faster. She tried the effect of bringing 
Billy to a walk. Instantly Jake stopped 
short. But the moment »he moved, he 
too advanced. If he had kept to the road 
it Would Uot have mattered hut bU prefer­
ence wa* fur wandering farther and farther 
away from it; aad hr »#> brushing the 

* branche» of tree* with 
great danger of it» coming h» 
the creek was not far ahead, and he was 

off along a cattle trail which led 
to a place where the fording wa» good in 
»umii langerou» now in v.
after the loag rains.

" Whoa, Jake.” Aether called, growing 
frightened- -Whoa, there-*' Jake be­
gan to trot. •* Whoa.” sbe cried despair­
ingly. But Jake with mulish determina­
tion kept oe- He reached the edge of tbs

drowned K*tfcr’» frantic shout* Fur 
aa in»laal he hesitated. Then he went 
into tffr water It came to hi* knew*, la 
hi. dank, lu l hr rdge of the Be

Cve a wail of distress, lie had lust his 
ding He was floundering. He was 

swimming The current wa* • weeping 
him down and down.

Esther thought of the Christmas 
present#, but she thought still more of
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