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nurv‘ “It's the one
from the fort with the
things for the Christmas
tree.” Her mother

“’l(f S a wagon com
g!" Esther announced

came Lo stand beside her
[ l LX) | in the door of the cabin
At any time a passing
wagon was of interest, here in the heart

of the Western mountains, |

was more than ever an event

today 1t

ral 1K
winter rain had put a stop to al

travel; it had lasted through two cold and

nost a
dreary weeks, and not until this Chri
morning had there been & glimpse
sky for a fortanight

“The roads must have been very bad
said Mrs. Lawton. "It was twelve day
ago that they went by, and they ought
to have made the trip to the railroad and
back in & week

A month aga Esther had riddea over
with her father to Fort Pedroze t
spend the day with Alice Shaanon, who
was just her own age, and & daughter of
s person called the llAn’(r' master sar
gesat. Aad Alice b I4 her woaderfu
tales about & party she and Netta \n ler
son were going to have on Christmas
night in the amusement hall. It was to
be for the soldiers’ children, and there
would be dolls and toys and candy and

beautiful ornameats Alice had said that
she and Netta had worked for & loag time
making some of the things and earning

money to send East for others that they
could sot make

Ever since thens Esther bad thought
about it, imagining what it would be like
wishing that she hers pld see it She

H spent loag hours faseying hersell g &
to & party and being surrounded
children For she was very loaely »
: hersell in her home in the lorest, where her
: enly playlellows were her dog and |
) 3 borse, and sometimes & young ladian
1 : Ouace she bad talked about it but it
i had made her mother ory So Esther had
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gsther’'s Christmas

By Gtwendolen Oberton

He was deing his best 1o unscat his rider snd there was Bo guestinn of beeping hold
ach mube’s rupe

had th
‘
£ : i
f W
) take ¢t
- ' f
K All 1
% Not "
R fr
!
. ! -
. 4
! '
! W
W 2
! - \
H f !
. ks
!
‘ H
fl
. 4
']
.
Mrs. Lawt
anaw
.
& park »
. g s
He w»
» . |
3 ) -
e sad 1)
th . R ’
ack
st F . was
a a ' .
A . ’ H
b, Jake n . wa
sk her amsurs
ackh »
.

Dece




