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ARRANGING POR IMPORTANT
CONFERENCE

As was 1o be cxpected, after the repont
presented by the traneportation committes
ot annusl convention of the U F. A It
s intended to endeavor Lo improve market
conditions between the two provinees
of Alberta and Beithhh Columbia very
materially st an eardy date. This com
mitier carried out & short investiy
last war and met with pood
but the time has sow arrived when some
sleps musd be taken to Turther improve
eundilions

The investigations carvied on last
yoar brought forth the fact that there wa
seed for improvement and it was also
discovered that the people of Britieh
Columbia were willing o amist in the
work, bt that they eapected Alberta
to take the lead. The transportation
commitior have decided that they will
take the lead on bebalf of the U F A,
and are making arrangements for the
holding of » ru'onun of representatives
of all the different producing and con-
suming clements of the two provinees,
a8 well as the hends of the two govern
ments

As the last convention was bheld in
Alberta it s possible that this one will
be held in Vancouver, and 1o find what the
feeling of the country is the following
letter has been forwarded 1o all the
boards of trade, agricultural asociations.
lumber amsociations, and the faheries
and canning industries of the two prov.
inces

Letter Semt Owt
. March 24, 1910

Te
Gentlemen
Realiging the importance of the free
and unfetiered exchange of the natural
wets of the provinces of Alberta and
tish Columbia, and believing that this
exe is not carried on 1o the extent
"« d be, the United Farmers of Al
berta would like to bring this fact before
your notice and respectiully solicit your
wlion in an asttempt to bring
sbout not only & freer interchange of
commeodities, but also 1o do it in & way
that the present great difference in price
between what the consumer pays and the
producer receives shall be  materially
reduced

In the first place we believe that the
present high freight tpdes have a very
retarding influence on the development
of both provinces. We believe that these
rates greatly discriminate against the
west, and favor the cast, thus hindering
not only the development of interpro-
vincial trade but the development of the
western grain route as well, besides keep-
ing the western ports closed as a source
of supply for lL neral merchandise
which the residents nnhr inland provinces

uire.

L is quite plain that were it not for
these discriminatory rates the lumber,
fruit and fish of British Columbia and
the general merchandise of the other
lands could be laid down in Alberta at

eatly reduced prices, while the grain,
ay and live stock of the Alberta ﬁm-
would command a much higher price

We also believe that the present system
of handling the live stock trade is one of
the causes of the great difference in price
between what the producer gets and what
the consumer pays for his meat. To
remedy this we would suggest a uniform
system for both provinces of municipal
abattoirs, under government inspection
and control, where all dealers, lmlm.rp-
and small, shall have the same advantage

We are also suggesting a uniform system
of hay ins ton for both provinces
to protect the buyer and seller from the
trickery which is too often practised upon
them, with its consequent loss

Likewise a uniform system of licensing
and bonding commission merchants, so
as to establish confidence in the minds
of those shippers who do business in this

way
Soliciting Co-operation
We are also inviting assistance from
others as to the best means of bringin
about these and many other needes
reforms, and for this purpose we are
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soliciting the
producing and

caperstion of all the
consuming interests of
beth  provine s represented by the
boards of the agricultural ame
ciations, the fruit growers, the lumbermen
the fabing interests, or any others whe
may have an interest in this matter

To gt this co-operation and te
date this strength we sugpest
taking steps for the holding of »
ot Vancouver st an early
we cordially invite
resenlative
bhelieve that st such »
ways and means can be devised
rength
and the

convoly
snd we are

fote new

date. 10

your board to send

conference
suffcient
created
gathered
on the railway

and influence ean be

necessary  evidence

that shen hrought 1o Lear

commission or the o
much needed reflorms
eflect

We will sdvise
chosen for the

y o

vernment  these

ean be heought into
you later of the time
and hoping
wend »
delegate, and in the meantime to commun
leate 1o us the

conference

will see your way clear 1o

views of your hoard on
this matter
We are, on hebalf of the United Farmen
of Alberta, yours faithiully,
JAMES BOWER, Pres
EDWARD J. FREAM, Sec

*ee
ALBERTA'S HAIL PROBLEMS
For some time back the farmers of

Alberta have been wrestling with the hail
insurance problem, and it seems & very
difficult task to devise & plan which will
be acceptable to all. The votes of the
different unions are coming to hand at »
rapid rate, but the present prospects are
that there will not be a clear majority
in favor of any of the plans submitted,
and, in fact, there is quite a strong oppo-
sition apparent all over the country
against any kind of compulsory insurance

In anawer te your fs

mstant addressed

of the
the attorney genersl

(1Y

and shich has been handed te me, |
would refer you to Sec. 16 of Chapter 110
of the Comsolidated Ordinances, which

provides that, after the coming into furce
of this Ordinance no company. assaciation
shall carry’ on the husiness of
insuranee against loss of injury to growing

or sociely

erops by hail

“Each of the bills referred to by you
namely untaimne the lollowing
Uy e At and the
Lrvvh- incurporated and the eserciee of
the powers bherehy conferred shall e
to the general laws in foree or
that may bereafter be in foree in the pr
respecling insurance companies

Y our protest, however, will be brought

to the attention of the proper committes
I am sure that any scheme submitted by
your asmociation regarding hail insurance
will be gladly received by the Premier
and eareflully considered by the eabinet

AL the time the protest was forwarded
to the government the general provisions
of the present hail insurance act of the
provinee known, and therefore no
companies could transact business in
Alberta until this act was repealed. Bt
the same act was in force in Saskatchewan
and it did not take very long to get same
off the books there. I the
farmers of Alberta are indifferent to the
subject it would be a short time, probably,
until the act was repealed also, and so as
to be on the safe side the commitiee
presented their objections. It is gratify
ing to know that these objections will be
presented to the committee having charge
of these bills, and it is 1o be hoped that
they will withdraw the few objectionable
words relating to hail insurance. Then
there will not be the chance of misunder
standings later

EDWARD J. FREAM

compan

subjeet

viter

"as

satutle

One Family of English Immigrants recently arrived in II;M

They Could Start & Western Town

It will not be advisable to discuss these
matters very fully at the present time,
as it will be necessary to give & synopsis
of the whole vote at an early date, but
the legislative committee noticed that
among the private bills presented to the
legislature were two from insurance com-
panies and both these companies asked for
legislation authorizing ler to insure
against hail. The committee decided that
it was better to be sure than sorry and
registered a strong protest against the
passing of such legislation, taking the
stand that if companies-were authorized
to insure against hail it would be only
& small move for ‘the government to then
step out of the business entirely and the
farmers would then be at the mercy of the
companies with a consequent increase in
rates, ete., along the same lines as those
adopted by the insurance companies
in Saskatchewan. A copy of this pro-
test was forwarded to Premier Rutherford,
the attorney general and the minister
of agriculture, and a reply received from
the Hon. Duncan Marshall that the pro-
test of the committee would receive every
consideration. An interesting reply has
also been received from the attorney-
eneral’s department, and reads as

ollows

« Sidney

A BUDGET FROM GAETZ VALLEY

A public meeting, called by Mr. G. W
Spires, was held in the Cumberland
school house, Gaetz Valley, on March 12,
1910, at 2 pm. The purpose of this
meeting was to get the general opinion
as to whether it was advisable to organize
a local union of the United Farmers of
Alberta or not

Mr. Spires was called to the chair
and Mr. K. Em. Swalling was appointed
secrelary pro tem.

The chairman read aloud the consti-
tution relating to a local union and after
some deliberation it was decided that a
local union was of need and would be
beneficial to the farmers generally and
ten signed the membership roll. The
election of officers was then proceeded with
and resulted as follows "rr-ivlvm, M:r
Smith, on motion of Messrs
Swalling and McKay; vice-president,
Mr. J. R. Golden, on motion of Messrs
Davidson and McKay. Directors,
Messrs. G. W, Spires, James Davidson
and James McKay, on motion of Messrs
Smith and Golden. Mr. Smith then took
the chair and called the meeting to order
Mr. K. Em. Swalling was Ap(ninlenl
secretary-treasurer on motion of Messrs
Spires and Davidson [t was unanimous-
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ly decided to oall the union ( umberigg,
and 1o meel onee & month on that Wee
nesday coming on or before the new [

At the mesting beld on March "
there was & good attendance of the men
bers and two new membergvere rrewried
The secretary

ae instructed to gt fan
Central ol
in regard to the pork packing plast aad
get full particulars and data regarding thy
propesition. A took plee
re Valley Distriet’s resclution COnCermag
hatl insuratier and after thorough,
considering the matter it was unanimoendy
decided, upon motion of Messrs. Sping
and Thorn, that Cumberiand Union wish
the government to stay with the Y
plan and eventually raise the rremise
per acre insured if necessary. The sen
tary was instructed to get into towd
with Mr. C. Norton, secretary of th
Great Bend Union, and also to secure i
information and particulars concernisg
the Red Deer Co-operative \ ssorration

A long discussion then ensued on -
ters of general interest 1o the farmen
of the district generally, and the mesting
then adjourned till April 20

communication with the

drar naston

A SUCCESSFUL MEETING

We had & most successful mesting o

Lloydminster on Mareh 12, when W
Stevens was here in connection with
the proposed pork packing plant M-
Stevens was, | helieve. auite satinfed

with the result of his visit heve and thew
seems o he e tie
in this distriet poing in for hogs now thet
there is a likelihood of »
for same. The majority of the farmen
who were present seemed 1o have liked
Mr. Bower, and 1 helieve it will be the
means of some more hranches heing start
ed in the near future as | have bt
told of sevéfal lots of farmers Who
bezinaning to see that the force of bein

a Tair percentage o/

vood  market

united together is to their advastape
and anything | can do here | most oo
tainly will with great pleasme

A heart ote of thanks was proposd

to Mr. Ste.« and Mr. Bower for ther
addresses and  unanimously carried
In the evening, taking advantage ¢
the presence of our president and M
Stevens. & most successful farmen
banquet was held in the Alberta Hotel
upwards of 50 farmers and their wive
and friends sitting down to do justiee
to all the good things provided by thre
members of the local union who are pov
proprietors of the hotel. The char
was taken by our local president Ne
A.J. Blackwell, J.P.. and he was supporied
by the other members of the eveculive
After dinner a musical program ¥
provided, Mr. Keiser and Messrs Keiser
Adams, Avenall, McCormick and Owe
taking part in the program
President Bower gave an excelles!
address on organization work and stersl
impressed the farmers on the need o
uniting together il they wished to attaw
good results. Mr. Stevens also spos
and he was followed by Mr. H. C. Lisk
M.P.P., and Mr. R. W. Miller, represest
ing the Lloydminster board of trade.
Mr. J. Campbell proposed a hesrts
vote of thanks to Mr. iln- er, Mr. Stevent
and the other gentlemen for their nddfﬁ'
es, and the pleasant evening was broui
to a close by singing the national anthes
The arrangements were ably -
out by the local committee who bad
charge of same, and all are to be ﬂﬁ‘
grantulated on the first of the bapp

re-unions of the |ﬂ’;-‘_.?.l'i'n‘;_h(i"~'&‘
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