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Toronto, November 20th, 1919.

Bbttotial
. t STEP in reorganization was taken at the A recent General Convention of the Protes- 
4» tant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A. which 
eventually our Canadian Church will take. They 
have created a Presiding Bishop and Council 

C who are to look after thé affairs of the Gen- 
eral Convention between the times of the con­
vention. We have started <m that line by an 
Executive Council of our General Synod, a very 
necessary thing, for it is obvious that all the 

I business of the Synod cannot be dispatched at 
triennial meetings and that matters arise which 
require execution or declaration between the ses­
sions.

M There is another step to come which the 
American Church lately took, that is that all 
our departments of the General Synod should 
be under the ultimate control.of the Council of- 
the Synod. At present our Missionary Society’s 
affairs are conducted by an Executive Committee 
which reports to a Board which reports to the 
General Synod when in Session. The reports to 
the Diocesan Synod are given by the M.S.C.C.

• representatives. Our General Board of Re­
ligious Education is .in a similar state and our 
youngest child, the Council for Social Service, 
is managing itself in the same . way. A logical
step is that these three branches of service should 
become departments under the control of the 
Executive Council. And a necessary step too, 
because it is conceivable that some of the actions 
of these Boards involve matters which should 
neither be left over to a triennial session and 
which should not be pursued without the sanction 
of some body outside themselves. An imperium 
m mperio may get results all right but at best 
it is an emergency way of doing business and 
some day it is possible that a line of action may 

ertàken which will not commend itself to 
1 General Synod but which could not be changed 

great difficulty because of it being put 
into execution at once. An executive council 
will be another way to give effect to the repre­
sentative character of our Canadian Church.

The co-ordination of policies and efforts is 
another thing which is to be accomplished by 
bringing all these boards as departments under, 
one Executive Council

D
O you remember when your feet -did not 

reach the floor of the pew, and when you 
used to stand bn the hassock to get as 

i i“8b 88 you could amid the forest of grown-ups?
J.... you remember how you welcomed a hymn in 

which your childish treble could join? It was 
*ttch a relief after the Litany had dragged its 
slow length along. When the sermon started 
you wondered what it would be all about, and 
hoped that the minister would preach about 
■ssus Christ, for you knew something about 
Him, and loved Him in your simple and sinéere 
way. Do you remember how you listened for' a 

I «tory or something «.bout real people?
tot the vividness of your memory of the dreari- 

of some services be our plea for the con- 
B; sidération of the children who come to church.

< We have attended services in which there was 
"tog at all for children except the discipline 

Jof a drill in reverence, the satisfaction of pleas- 
s jhg their parents, and whatever consciousness of 

' Presence they had. There was no chil- 
| toon’s hymn and no story they fcould remember, 

Don’t let any preacher run away with the ** that if he is toSing to children he will 

to dull to grown-ups. The opposite is the case. 
We know of one Rector who makes a habit of 

i gwing a three-minute talk for the children just 
“tor the announcements. Many adults have told

him of their interest in the little talks. Other 
clergymen introduce an effective incident which 
is remembered long after his homily is forgotten 
and carries the point ot th.e sermon. Don’t let 
any Rector be so short-sighted as to forget his 
future workers and helpers, who are the most 
responsive, of all his hearers.

WHENEVER the churches'do find anything 
in which they can co-ordinate and unite 
in a common effort, the effect is not 

lost on the world. We combine in Social Service, 
and have done so for years, and.Social Service 
is the ChUrch in action for the relief and remedy 
of wrong conditions. Last Lent all the .churches 
in Halifax went a step further and held simul­
taneous missions, each in their . own church. 

' Good Friday was observed as a solemn day. The 
effect on the city was remarkable. The daily 
press caught the significance of the movement. 
Last week at St. Catharines a similar movement 
was inaugurated. One of the daily papers de­
voted a column of éditorial to the matter.

One of the notable things about the Forward 
Movement is that the largest Christian com-
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The Baptists have been the last to swing into 
line, about a fortnight ago, for there is a 
of opinion among them against the confusing of 
issues by identifying themselves with 
communions. The Anglican Church was one of 
the first to express its appreciation of the chal­
lenge of present times and plan for the re-con- 
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There ant some among us who find 
in the same frame of mind as some 
tists. They do not care for the idea 
National Campaign lest there be the 
issues by common effort We can appreciate 
viewpoint. We all feel 
Christian doctrine 
with all those who love 
certain elements and 
unique contribution to 
Christian truth and the 
tian Church. But the 
which cannot be ol 
action in the matters 
Chaplains at the Front did not find 
any valuable distinctiveness by common 
We do not expect to lose anything T 
in the World Conference on Faith 

If the uniqueness of our position is 
which can be preserved only by a 
ing apart, then that uniqueness is 
essential. We may rub shoulders 
French and Italian in our common 
we are none the less British for all 
what is more, we have a better app 
what the word "British” stands for by comparison 
with the ideals and methods of the others 
seems to us that in advocating a policy of splen­
did isolation” for our Church in matters of com­
mon cause we should make a mistake both 
strategic and fundamental We should be show­
ing a lack of confidence in the very uniqueness 
which we claim for our position 

Anglican wc m and that with a «P 
.nd w. arc not afraid that we shall lose our d„- 
tinctiveness by co-operation in the common cause 

of tiie Kingdom represented by the Forward
Movement.
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-IT CALL.

reat year of trial and 
re called from the dissipating and 

sions of adjustments and re- 
the solemn realities of eternal 

e to start life anew this Advent 
the thought of the self-emptying of 

Jesus, who, im the time of this mortal life, came 
down to visit us in great humility; we are to 
realize afresh the call to cast away the works 

kiicss and put upon us the armour of light; 
V€ are to keep before our mind the great end 

(Continued on page 7kk*)
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