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“ Too Poor to Give.”—How heart-sick often
times are those who devote their time to the really 
poor to hear such words glibly uttered by men who 
chuckle self-satisfied by their safes and firesides, 
when they remember that “ they are not as other 
men are.” The very fact which ought to make 
them say, “ God still bears with me, mean and 
niggardly though I have been hitherto towards 
His cause ; let me secure my position by re
doubled generosity ere it be too late for me also ”— 
such a fact, instead, seems an excuse for them to 
draw their purse strings tighter I

They no Longer Have I—Canada to-day, as well 
as many another country, is strewn broadcast with 
wrecks of private fortunes, lost in the mad race 
for wealth—making haste to be rich : and among 
them are doubtless many a generous but too 
thoughtless soul—while the steady-goers, remem
bering “the more haste, the worse speed,” are 
just about where they were, feôling the receding 
wave of prosperity but faintly, and standing com
paratively unharmed. Of course, there are excep
tions—there always are—but this is the «rule of 
results patent to all eyes.

Uncertain Politics.—The panic which an 
occasional * ‘ bye-election ” in the game of political 
life is capable ot producing was never more clearly 
demonstrated than at present. Who can tell 
what a general election in England or the United 
States or Canada would demonstrate as to the 
relative strength of political parties ? It is about 
as easy to count air-currents as to count votes !

The Hospitals and the Poor.—It is hard for 
people in “ comfortable homes” to understand 
the invincible repugnance felt for public curative 
institutions by those whose homes are anything 
but comfortable. Such people forget that well- 
put bit of poetry, “ Be it ever so humble, there’s 
no place like home I” Those whose comforts are 
few and simple cling to such as they have most 
passionately—even as they cling to life itself. The 
rich have a duty therefore—comparatively easy 
for them—to set their poorer brethren an example 
in using these hospitals.

Seven Sacraments Among Evangelicals 1 —It is 
one of the signs of our times that a^ectionof soidi- 
sant “ evangelicals ” are inclined to rise aîïjfve the 
level of common fanaticism, and accept truths and 
facts from whatever source they come or by'whomso- 
ever urged—even at the risk of being dubbed 
“ neo-evangelists.” Such a venturer is Canon 
Keith, one of the late Canon Miller’s assistants. 
Canon Keith has published a series of leaflet tracts 
in which he plainly admits the existence of other 
sacraments besides the “ two only as necessary to 
salvation.” He even enumerates and dScribes the 
seven named in Art. xxv. » “ Wonders never 
cease !”

The Grave of Cabactacus is traditionally sup
posed to be about a mile from Caerwent Church 
near Chepstow, and recent discoveries there of 
certain “ Roman remains ” remind us of the 
Welsh tradition that Caractacus, with his father 
Bran the Blessed and his children Linus and 
Claudia (mentioned in 2 Tim. iv. 20), were prison
ers in Rome at the same time as St Paul, and 
were converted by him, bringing the Gospel back 
to Caerwent when they returned thither. Thus 
we touch the history of 1800 years ago.

What Language did Christ Speak ? is a ques
tion of great interest to us all, and closely con
nected with a long controversy going on lately in 
the pages of the Expositor, in which Professor 
Marshall and Canon Driver are the principal 
writers. This controversy deals with the original 
existence of an Aramaic Gospel as the foundation 
of the others in Hebrew and Greek, Hebrew being 
apparently a “ dead language ” in Palestine in the 
time of our Lord. The controversy is interesting, 
but not important to faith.

«« The Church and Dissent ” was the subject of 
a very able paper by Rev. Charles Gore at the 
last English Church Congress. The tone of the 
paper—notwithstanding Fr. Ignatius’ energetic 
protest against the speaker’s other writings—was 
calculated to reassure those inclined to doubt Mr. 
Gore’s loyalty to the Church and sound Church- 
manship. There was an evident leaning to liber
ality, but great firmness of Church principle. 
“ Improve the Church, give up nothing to dissent, 
but be friendly and sympathetic towards dissent
ers.” Good advice.

Trinity University Review—“ a Journal of 
Literature, University Thought, and Events 
has the advantage of a “ close constituency ” for 
which it is comparatively easy to cater : and (by an 
editor of vast and unusually long academic and 
other experience) the work is done well—so far as it 
goes. Yet even the T. U. R. has its critics and now 
chronicles an attack upon its editorial management!

That the editor should try to divert hostile attention 
from his own shortcomings (or misfortune) by a gen
eral attack on Canadian Church literature is neither 
generous nor gentlemanly. The T. U. R. sets 
up a ridiculous standard of Church newspaper 
management and says : “ There is no such paper 
in Canada I” No, nor ever will be : nor even in 
England, nor in U. S. Not even the T. U. R. 
can please all parties and produce ‘ a nice broad 
Church guiding star ’111

“ The Heads of a Church who Ostracize and 
frown on any one school of thought, and smile on 
another, will look in vain for unity.” Such are 
the words we welcome from Bishop Ryle in his 
fifth triennial charge. Such a conclusion he de
rives from a survey of the Church’s “ forces ”— 
comparing their divisions to the regiments of the 
British army : rival regiments of Guards, Cavalry, 
Artillery, Highlanders, Welsh Fusiliers, Ennis- 
killeners—chaffing and deriding and “guying" one 
another in time of peace, but on the field of battle 
marching and cheering one another, shpulder to 
shoulder. “ So mote it be.’1

Pusky “ Rests in Peace.”—The Rock, after 
appreciative—though critical—notices of Ljiddon’s 
Life of Pusey, utters this “ R. I. P.” ;—“ When 
at last he died, full of years and honours, in 1882, 
we think we are right in saying he was mourned 
by many who had little sympathy with many of 
his opinions, and that both in England and Ger
many there was no person competent to judge, 
whatever his creed, who did not feel that the 
Church of England had lost a distinguished 
ornament, and the common cause of Christianity 
an able and earnest defender.”

9a

“ That Confession to Man was Necessary to 

Forgiveness, I have never taught," were Posey’s 
express words in a letter to the Bishop of London 
in 1851. So we are reminded by Vernon Staley, 
the talented author of The Catholie Religion, which 
has made such a sensation lately in ecclesiastical 
circles. If is satisfactory to find the author of 
this book so anxious to correct a wrong impression 
very common in the minds of controversialists, as 
indicated in the columns of Church newspapers.

' V
“ Cape Breton Illustrated ” is the name of a 

very attractive publication of Wm. Briggs (Rich
mond St., Toronto) : to be ready for the public 
week before Christmas—an admirable book for 
the time. It contains over 400 pp. and has 80 
full-page illustrations. We need hardly say- 
having already mentioned the name of the pub
lishers—that the letter-press and illustrations are 
both of the finest quality. The subject of the 
book is itself of great interest, considering the 
important position which Cape Breton is bound to 
occupy as our nearest point to Europe : and the 
history of the place possesses the interest of a 
romance. The narrative is by Mr. Gordon and 
the illustrations by James A. Stubbert. The en
terprising publishers deserve not only patronage 
but thanks from all Canadians.

T'"Vf»nK"
Opportunities are what we make them. To 

the sure-footed they are stepping stones to success, 
but stumbling blocks to the weak and careless. 
A man’s wisdom is shown by the way he uses 
them, and the measure of our life is according to 
the use we make of our opportunities.


